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Two brothers resisted the Nazi regime with all their might. 

Jean’s daring attempts to reach England to serve the exiled Dutch 

government led to his arrest in 1940. From inside, he helped 

others survive the camps. 

Denis worked tirelessly coordinating resistance to the Nazi 

occupation and producing underground newspapers. He evaded 

capture until 1944.

These are my Dutch Uncles — struck down in their prime. Their 

loss was deeply felt but seldom spoken of, and by the time I 

started asking questions, nearly everyone who knew them was 

GHDG��%XW�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�RXW�DERXW�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV�WKURXJK�
OHWWHUV��PHPRLUV��MRXUQDOV��DQG�R൶FLDO�GRFXPHQWV��

These remarkable men are a tiny fraction of the human potential 

lost in World War II. I wish I could have met them — now at least 

we know something of them.
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For Jean and Denis Mesritz.
Although you are no longer with us,

you are not forgotten.



The Song of the Eighteen Dead
A cell two metres long for me 
But not two metres wide, 
That plot of earth will smaller be 
Whose whereabouts they hide; 
But there unknown my rest I’ll take, 
My comrades with me slain; 
Eighteen strong men saw morning break —  
We’ll see no dawn again.

Oh, bright and lovely land farewell! 
Farewell free dunes and shore; 
I vow that from the hour you fell, 
I thought of ease no more; 
What can a loyal man and true, 
At such a time essay, 
But bid his wife and child adieu  
$QG�˥JKW�WKH�XVHOHVV�IUD\"

My task was hard, my duty stern 
It brought me toil and strife, 
But yet my heart would never turn 
Back to my easy life. 
Freedom was once in Netherlands 
Both honoured and maintained, 
Until the savage spoiler’s hand 
Its dwelling place profaned.

Until that lying boastful one 
Lengthened his tale of shame, 
When Netherlands was overrun 
And we his serfs became. 
Honour he claims, but knows it not 
He glories in our grief, 
And sorrows on our people brought 
That false Germanic thief.
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Berlin’s Pied Piper pipes a tune 
Seductive, false and sweet, 
But sure as death is coming soon, 
My love no more I’ll greet, 
Nor ever sup with her again, 
Nor by her side will lie — 
His seeming kindnesses disdain; 
That fowler cruel and sly.

Remember always, you who read 
These friends who with me die, 
Kinsmen and all for whom we bleed 
Keep green our memory, 
As we have seen in days now gone 
These words to you we say: 
‘The darkest night precedes the dawn, 
All clouds must pass away.’

The early morning light I see 
Gleams through that window high, 
Dying, O God, a light make me, 
My failures justify. 
All men will err, though they may plan; 
Thy mercy, Lord, I pray, 
That I may quit the world a man 
Before the squad today.

Jan Campert translated by E Prins and CM MacInnes.� 

�ੜ War Poetry from Occupied Holland��$UURZVPLWK�������



Note to readersNote to readers

Key People Those whose stories are important to the overall 
tale of the Dutch resistance and the Mesritz family, but not 
necessarily to the lives of Jean and Denis, are included in a list of 
NH\�SHRSOH��7KHLU�QDPHV�DUH�VHW�LQ�EROG�LWDOLF�W\SH�WKH�˥UVW�WLPH�
they occur in any chapter.

References These have been divided into three sections: 
published works sorted by author; published works sorted by 
article or website title; and private letters and other unpublished 
works. We found this to be most convenient, and hope you will 
too.

Image credits Unless noted in the list at the end of the book, 
images are original photographs held or taken by members of 
the family.

Cover photos 
Front: Jean Mesritz (left), at the time Kornet of the 2nd Regiment of 
Mounted Field Artillery of the Royal Netherlands Army. Master-in-Law 
Denis Mesritz (right), who published resistance journals and was a key 
leader of the ‘Council of Nine’, representing Dutch university students 
during World War II. 

Back: The Verzetskruis (Dutch Cross of Resistance), as awarded to Denis Mesritz 
in May 1946: a bronze cross on a !aming star, surmounted by a crown, on 
which Saint George (the Resistance) kills the dragon (the Nazis). It is inscribed 
TROUW TOT IN DEN DOOD (loyal unto death).
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Preface

It is thanks to a very dear friend of mine, Margaret Marshall, 
WKDW�,�ZURWH�WKLV�ERRN��,Q�������ZKHQ�0DUJDUHW�ZDV�SODQQLQJ�

KHU�YLVLW�WR�(XURSH��VKH�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKH�˥UVW�WKLQJ�VKH�ZDQWHG�
to see was the El Alamein Cemetery in northern Africa, where 
KHU� XQFOH�ZDV� EXULHG��:KHQ�$XVWUDOLD� MRLQHG� WKH�ZDU� LQ� ������
Margaret’s uncle, Bruce Weary, had immediately signed up 
and was soon involved with the Western Desert Campaign in 
(J\SW�DQG�/LE\D��˥JKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�6HFRQG�%DWWOH�RI�(O�$ODPHLQ��+H�
volunteered for what was a suicide mission. Private Weary of the 
6HFRQG�6HYHQWHHQWK�JDYH�KLV�OLIH�IRU�KLV�FRPUDGHV�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
2FWREHU�������0DUJDUHW�UHDOO\�PDGH�PH�WKLQN��,�NQHZ�DERXW�P\�
father and our French family, but why was my mother’s Dutch 
IDPLO\�VXFK�D�P\VWHU\"�

I knew that my mother had two brothers who had died during 
the war, and I was thinking about these two uncles when, by 
chance, someone told me of an interesting book, Soldier of Orange, 
E\�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHU�DQG�::,,�5R\DO�$LU�)RUFH��5$)��SLORW�
(ULN� +D]HOKR˯. I was astonished to read that Erik spoke very 
highly of his friend, Jean Mesritz, who had also resisted the Nazi 
invasion of the Netherlands. This was one of my uncles! I wanted 
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Figure 1: When Margaret Marshall visited her uncle’s grave at the El Alamein 
Commonwealth War Cemetery, she brought a photograph and bougainvillea 
!owers in his honour.
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3༝෈෺ഩඟ෈

to know more about my mother’s family, particularly these men. 
:KDW�UROHV�KDG�WKH\�SOD\HG�LQ�WKH�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH"

%\� ������ LQ� %ULVEDQH�� $XVWUDOLD�� RXU� FKLOGUHQ� ZHUH� JURZQ�
and making their own lives, while my husband Graham and I 
were interested in social justice, the environment and travel. I 
realised that more books were being written about World War II, 
and servicemen and women were sharing their experiences and 
the stories of their families and friends. 

My brother Luc and I started gathering stories, both sad 
DQG�LQVSLULQJ��DERXW�RXU�\RXQJ�'XWFK�XQFOHV��,Q�2FWREHU�������,�
travelled to the Netherlands with Luc, his wife Aleth, and their 
friend Dini Elting, who kindly interpreted from Dutch for us all, 
to see some of the places where our uncles had lived. 

Figure 2: (left to right) Monique Bond, Ron van Hasselt, Luc Béliard and 
Dini Elting on our "rst trip to Groningen, 2013.
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The people we knew referred us to others, and so on, and 
thus we met Ron van Hasselt, a Holocaust researcher and author 
RI� VL[� ERRNV� �DW� ODVW� FRXQW�� DERXW� SHRSOH� D˯HFWHG� E\� WKH�ZDU��
Thanks to Ron and his friends who were also willing to spend 
time with us in Groningen, we started to gain an understanding 
of Jean and Denis’ lives. When we got home (France for Luc and 
Australia for me), we continued to research our mother’s family. 

The following is what we have been able to uncover about 
my Dutch uncles, Jean and Denis Mesritz.2 We have drawn 
on diary entries from their father, Léo Mesritz (my maternal 
grandfather), family letters and photographs, and our memories 
of the little we knew from our mother about her family. We have 
also gathered historical information through the Netherlands 
Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies (NIOD),� books, 
and documents by associates of my uncles during those turbulent 
\HDUV�RI�KXPDQ�VX˯HULQJ�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�LQGHHG��WKH¬ZRUOG�

2ੜ�$�SURQXQFLDWLRQ�JXLGH�IRU�(QJOLVK�VSHDNHUV��-($1�LV�SURQRXQFHG�ZLWK�D�VRIW�
-��OLNH�WKH�*�LQ�¶PDVVDJH·��7KH�($�VRXQGV�OLNH�WKH�$:�LQ�¶DZQLQJ·��7KH�˥QDO�1�
LV�VLOHQW��'(1,6��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�LV�SURQRXQFHG�¶GXK�NQHH·��WKH�˥QDO�6�LV�
silent. And MESRITZ is pronounced with two Z sounds: ‘mez-ritz’ (yes, the 
second syllable is like the hotel).

�ੜ�7KH�1,2'�,QVWLWXWH�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�5R\DO�1HWKHUODQGV�$FDGHP\�RI�$UWV�DQG�
Sciences, and its research and collections are open to those interested. 
1,2'·V� DUHD� RI�ZRUN� FRYHUV� WKH� ��WK� DQG� ��VW� FHQWXULHV��ZLWK� D� IRFXV� RQ�
UHVHDUFK� LQWR� WKH� H˯HFWV� RI� ZDUV�� WKH� +RORFDXVW� DQG� RWKHU� JHQRFLGHV� RQ�
individuals and society. See www.niod.nl/en.
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Background

Our Australian family knows very little of our Dutch heritage, 
so this short introduction provides some context for the 

lives of our Dutch family. 

Figure 3: Map of the Nazi camps, and key places in the Netherlands, 
Germany and England referred to in this book.

The current Royal Kingdom of the Netherlands has twelve 
provinces, although at the time of World War II, there were only 
HOHYHQ�� DV� )OHYRODQG� ZDV� QRW� HVWDEOLVKHG� XQWLO� ������ ¶+ROODQG·�
should only be used to refer to two of the eastern provinces, 
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North Holland and South Holland, but in practice is often used 
by English-speakers to refer to the whole of the Netherlands.4 

Figure 4: Map of the Netherlands, noting the towns, rivers and places of 
interest referred to in this book.

4ੜ�)RU�PRUH�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�VHH��ZZZ�KROODQG�
com/global/tourism.htm  
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Thanks to the quirks of our language, the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands are known in English as the Dutch. The Hague (Den 
Haag or ’s-Gravenhage) is the administrative and royal capital, 
the seat of government, and the largest city on the Netherlands’ 
Atlantic Coast. It is located in the province of South Holland, 
and also incorporates Scheveningen, originally a coastal village, 
which still has a long sandy beach and dunes. Amsterdam, in 
North Holland, is the largest city in the Netherlands, and its 
R˩FLDO�FDSLWDO�

A short way north-east of the Hague, the smaller town of 
Leiden has the oldest and most prestigious university of the 
Netherlands. About 240 kilometres from the Hague, north-
east of both the Hague and Amsterdam, Groningen is another 
university town, an industrial centre, and the largest city in the 
northern Netherlands. 

In the early part of the 20th century, many educated Dutch 
people spoke French at home, in preference to Dutch. So it was 
easy for Dutch people to live in France, and the French-speaking 
areas of Switzerland.

The Jewish Population of the Netherlands
Jewish people have been settling in what is now the Netherlands 
VLQFH�WKH�����V��DQG�LQ�JUHDWHU�QXPEHUV�VLQFH�WKH�����V��DIWHU�WKH�
country declared independence from the Catholic Spanish empire 
DQG� HPEUDFHG� UHOLJLRXV� WROHUDQFH�� %\� WKH� ����V�� ERXQGDULHV�
between Gentiles and Jews in the Netherlands were becoming 
less marked as there were more Gentile-Jewish marriages, and 
more residential integration and inclusion of Jewish people in 
civic and political institutions.
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The Dutch census had a history of recording people’s religion, 
and thus chronicled the number of people self-identifying as 
SUDFWLVLQJ� -XGDLVP�� 7KH� FHQVXV� RI� ����� UHFRUGHG� �������� -HZV�
OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��EXW�LQ������WKH�1D]L�RFFXSDWLRQ�IRUFH�
FRQVLGHUHG���������'XWFK�SHRSOH�WR�EH�-HZLVK��

:K\�VXFK�D�ODUJH�GL˯HUHQFH"�,Q�WKH�'XWFK�FHQVXV��LGHQWLI\LQJ�
as Jewish was a matter of choice; however, under the Nazi 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��-HZLVKQHVV�ZDV�GH˥QHG�E\�GHVFHQW��$Q\RQH�ZLWK�
RQH�RU�PRUH�-HZLVK�JUDQGSDUHQWV�³�VSHFL˥FDOO\��D�JUDQGSDUHQW�
who was a member of the Jewish community — was considered 
a Jew. 

The largest population of Dutch Jews lived in Amsterdam 
�DERXW����������ZLWK�WKH�QH[W�ELJJHVW�SRSXODWLRQ�UHVLGLQJ�LQ�WKH�
+DJXH��7KH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�LGHQWL˥HG�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�
$VKNHQD]L�'XWFK²,VUDHOLWH�FRPPXQLW\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DERXW�������
Dutch people of Jewish descent were Christians — mostly Dutch 
Reformed, Calvinist Reformed or Catholic. 
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

18 Sep 1931 Imperial Japan invades Manchuria (north-eastern China).

30 Jan 1933 The Nazi Party 
takes power and Hitler becomes 
Chancellor of Germany.
Oct 1935 – May 1936 Fascist Italy 
annexes Ethiopia.
25 Oct 1936 Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy sign the ‘Rome–Berlin 
Axis Treaty’. 

1930s The Netherlands is a#ected 
by the Great Depression, but in 
contrast to Germany concentrates 
on civil infrastructure programs 
to stimulate the economy, rather 
than military spending.

25 Nov 1936 Germany and Japan sign the ‘Anti-Comintern Pact’ against 
the Soviet Union and the international Communist movement.

7 Jul 1937 Japan invades China.

12 Mar 1938 Germany annexes Austria, making it part of Germany (the 
‘Anschluss’).

29 Sep 1938 Great Britain, 
France and Italy allow Germany 
to annex the ‘Sudetenland’ (the 
western, northern and southern 
border regions of Czechoslovakia) 
in exchange for a guarantee 
that Hitler will seek no further 
territorial gains. Hitler soon 
violates this agreement.

1930s The Netherlands maintains 
a neutral stance and trades freely 
with Germany (as do a number 
of other countries, including 
the United States), bene"tting 
from the increased spending on 
military hardware.

9–10 Nov 1938 ‘Kristallnacht’ (the ‘night of broken glass’): in widespread 
pogroms in Germany, synagogues, and thousands of Jewish businesses, 
shops, homes, schools and cemeteries are destroyed. Around 30,000 
Jewish men are arrested and taken to concentration camps. Over the 
next 10 months, 115,000 Jews emigrate from Germany.

Timeline of WWII, focusing on Europe and the Netherlands
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

1939

Apr Italy invades Albania.
23 Aug Germany and the Soviet 
Union sign a ‘non-aggression 
agreement’ and secretly divide 
Eastern Europe into ‘spheres of 
in!uence’.

Military spending in the 
Netherlands doubles, but is still 
only 4% of national spending, 
compared with 25% in Germany.

1 Sep 1939 Germany invades Poland, marking  
the start of World War II in Europe.

3 Sep France and Great Britain 
(and their colonies, including 
Australia) declare war on Germany. 
They, and others that join them, 
become known as the ‘Allies’.
10 Sep Canada declares war on 
Germany.
17 Sep The Soviet Union invades 
Poland from the east in a bid to 
secure some Polish territory.

Sep The Netherlands declares its 
neutrality and remains neutral 
until May 1940.
Oct The Dutch Government 
establishes Kamp Westerbork 
as a camp for Jewish refugees 
who have illegally entered the 
Netherlands (largely coming from 
Germany).

1940

9 Apr Germany invades Denmark, which surrenders, and Norway, which 
holds out until 9 June, when it too surrenders.

May–Jun In a series of lightning 
strikes (‘Der Blitzkrieg’), Germany 
takes over much of western 
Europe.
10 Jun Italy declares war on 
the Allies. The war extends into 
northern Africa.
14 Jun The German army enters 
Paris.

10 May Nazi Germany invades the 
Netherlands.
13 May The Dutch government 
and royal family !ee to London to 
form a government in exile.
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

22 Jun France surrenders and signs 
an armistice, allowing Germany 
to occupy the northern half 
and entire Channel and Atlantic 
coastlines of France. Southern 
France is ruled by a collaborationist 
regime, with its capital in the town 
of Vichy. A second armistice is 
signed with Italy on 24 June, and 
the two come into e#ect together 
on 25 June.
28 Jun The Soviet Union forces 
Romania to cede two provinces.
Jun–Aug The Soviet Union 
engineers communist ‘coups 
d’état’ to annex Baltic states as 
Soviet republics.
Jul–Oct Germany attacks Great 
Britain by air in the ‘Battle of 
Britain’.

14 May Germany bombs 
Rotterdam, targeting civilian 
areas. The Netherlands surrenders.
May Austrian Nazi politician 
Arthur Seyss-Inquart is appointed 
Reichskommissar of the Occupied 
Netherlands. He initially takes 
a ‘velvet glove’ approach, and 
parts of the Dutch economy 
are stimulated by orders from 
Germany. But Seyss-Inquart 
soon starts removing Jews from 
positions in government, industry, 
the press, and academia.
The German administration 
systematically eliminates non-
Nazi organisations, !outing Dutch 
traditions of separate institutions, 
particularly for Catholics and 
Protestants. All socialist and 
communist parties are outlawed.

30 Aug Germany and Italy divide 
Transylvania between Romania 
and Hungary, triggering the rise 
of Antonescu’s dictatorship of 
Romania.
13 Sep Italy invades British-
controlled Egypt.
27 Sep Germany, Italy, and Japan 
sign the ‘Tripartite Pact’; they and 
their allies become known as the 
‘Axis powers’.
Oct Italy invades Greece. 
Nov Slovakia, Hungary, and 
Romania join the Axis powers.

Oct The ‘Aryan Declaration’ 
requires registration of all 
Jewish-owned businesses in 
the Netherlands; all Dutch civil 
servants, teachers, and scholars 
are told to sign. 
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

1941

Feb Germany sends troops to 
reinforce Italy in northern Africa.

10 Jan Every Dutch resident must 
declare whether they have ‘Jewish 
roots’ (de"ned as anyone with at 
least one Jewish grandparent). 
Dutch Jews must have a large ‘J’ 
stamped on their identity papers.
22–23 Feb At least 425 
Dutch Jews are deported to 
concentration camps. In protest, 
the outlawed Dutch Communist 
Party joins with trade unions to 
organise a strike, which 300,000 
people join, demanding the 
immediate release of the arrested 
Jews.

Mar Bulgaria joins the Axis 
powers.

Mar All parties, except the fascist 
National Socialist Movement, are 
forbidden in the Netherlands.

22 Jun The Axis powers attack 
the Soviet Union with a combined 
force of 4,000,000 troops.
7 Dec Japan attacks the US Navy 
in Pearl Harbour, Hawaii. 
8 Dec The US joins Great Britain, 
Free France, and Poland as Allies 
against the Axis powers.

Jun–Dec Repression of Jews 
intensi"es, and the "rst groups of 
Jews are deported to Mauthausen 
concentration camp in Austria. 
Living standards decline as 
Germany demands more 
contributions from the occupied 
territories. 

7 Dec The Keitel Order, or ‘Night and Fog Decree’ pronounces that 
resistance "ghters in occupied countries can be shot or transported to 
Germany without trial. These prisoners often vanish without a trace.
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

1942

Apr Japan takes control of the 
Philippines, Indochina, and 
Singapore.
1942 – May 1945 British and US 
bombing reduces urban Germany 
to rubble.

Mar The ‘Council of Nine’ forms 
to co-ordinate resistance among 
Dutch universities. 
3 May Jews in the Netherlands are 
ordered to wear the Star of David 
badge (a six-pointed yellow star) 
on their clothing.
May Construction of Kamp 
Vught begins, as a camp for 
Dutch political prisoners. It later 
becomes the only SS-controlled 
concentration camp.

4 Jun The US Navy defeats the 
Japanese Navy.
Jun–Sep Axis armies attack the 
Soviet Union again. 
Oct The British win a decisive 
victory over Axis forces at El 
Alamein in Egypt.

15 Jun Deportation of Jews from 
the Netherlands to German-
occupied Poland and Germany 
begins. Over the course of WWII, 
some 101,000 Jews are taken 
via Westerbork to extermination 
camps. 

Nov US troops land in Morocco and Algeria, and soon combine with 
British and French forces to "ght Rommel’s German Africa Corps in 
Tunisia.

Nov 1942 – Feb 1943 Soviet troops counterattack and surround 
the invading Axis troops. Hitler forbids the German sixth army from 
retreating or trying to break out of the Soviet ring, so survivors are forced 
to surrender.
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

1943

13 May Axis forces in Tunisia surrender, ending the North African 
campaign.

10 Jul The Allies invade Sicily.

8 Sep Italy surrenders to the Allies, but Hitler helps Mussolini escape and 
set up government in northern Italy.

1944

6 Jun Allied forces land on the 
beaches of Normandy in the 
famous ‘D-Day’ campaign. They 
succeed in pushing back German 
forces.

Autumn Conditions in the 
Netherlands deteriorate further, 
leading to starvation and lack of 
fuel. Fanatical Nazis make a last 
stand and further destroy the 
country.

22 Jun The Soviet Union launches a massive o#ensive against Axis 
forces, from Belarus to Poland.

Jul 1944 – Apr 1945 Soviet, US, and British forces liberate concentration 
camps throughout Europe, and discover the extent of the Nazi atrocities 
against inmates.

25 Aug French and US forces liberate Paris from German control.

12 Sep Finland leaves Axis, and 
ends the armistice with the Soviet 
Union.

14 Sep Allied forces reach 
Maastricht and liberate the city — 
the "rst in the Netherlands to be 
freed.

16 Dec Germany’s "nal o#ensive, 
the ‘Battle of the Bulge’, attempts 
to re-conquer Belgium and split 
the Allied forces.

Nov Most of France, Belgium, and 
part of the southern Netherlands 
remain under German occupation 
and su#er famine throughout the 
‘Hunger Winter’.
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World War II Major Events World War II in the Netherlands

1945

12 Jan A new Soviet o#ensive liberates Warsaw, Krakow, Budapest, and 
the rest of Hungary and Slovakia, and captures Vienna on 13 April 1945.

22 Mar The US Army crosses the River Rhine into the German heartlands.

16 Apr The Soviets encircle Berlin. 16 Apr Groningen is liberated.

Apr Tito leads Yugoslav partisan units to topple the pro-Nazi Ustasa 
regime in Croatia.

7 May Germany surrenders to the 
Allies. 

5 May The German Commander-
in-Chief in the Netherlands 
surrenders to the Dutch Interior 
Forces. This date is now celebrated 
annually in the Netherlands as 
‘Liberation Day’.

8 May 1945 The Allies formally accept Germany’s unconditional 
surrender: the war in Europe is over. This date is now celebrated annually 

in Europe as ‘Victory in Europe Day’, or ‘VE Day’.

6 Aug The US drops an atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

8 Aug The Soviet Union declares war on Japan, and invades Manchuria 
(now north-eastern China).

9 Aug The US drops an atomic bomb on Nagasaki.

14 Aug Japan agrees, in principle, to surrender.

2 Sep 1945 Japan surrenders to the US and Allies, and World War II ends.

Key sources: Holocaust Encyclopedia, https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org, 
Anne Frank Museum, www.annefrank.org, English and Dutch Wikipedia.
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Searching for AnswersSearching for Answers

My mother, Marie Claire Alice Mesritz (Claire), did not 
want us to talk about our Dutch family — her family. 

6KH�KDG�PDUULHG�D�FXOWXUHG�)UHQFK�DUP\�R˩FHU�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�
very young, and soon her life in France with two small children 
VHHPHG�VHWWOHG��%XW�ZDU�ZDV�ORRPLQJ��DQG�LQ�1RYHPEHU������WKH�
chilling events of Kristallnacht��PDGH�LW�GL˩FXOW�WR�GLVPLVV�WKH�
increasing threats coming from Germany.

*HUPDQ\�LQYDGHG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�LQ�0D\�������DQG�WKLQJV�
went from bad to worse. The Nazis were gaining power, and the 
˥UVW�DQWL�-HZLVK�UHJXODWLRQV�ZHUH�LVVXHG�DOPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\��

My father, Charles Paul Marie Béliard (Charles), served in the 
Army Supply Corps, as his injuries from gas attacks during the 
First World War kept him out of the front lines. By the autumn 
RI� ������ &KDUOHV�� QRZ� D�0DMRU��ZDV� SRVWHG� WR� QRUWKHUQ�$IULFD��

�ੜ�$OVR�FDOOHG�WKH�¶1LJKW�RI�%URNHQ�*ODVV·��.ULVWDOOQDFKW�RFFXUUHG�RQ�WKH�QLJKW�
RI� 1RYHPEHU� �²��� �����ZKHQ� *HUPDQ�1D]LV� DWWDFNHG� -HZLVK� SHRSOH� DQG�
property throughout Germany. The name comes from the litter of broken 
JODVV� OHIW� LQ� WKH� VWUHHWV�� 0RUH� WKDQ� ������ V\QDJRJXHV� ZHUH� EXUQHG�� DQG�
ULRWHUV�NLOOHG�DW�OHDVW����-HZV��UDQVDFNHG�DERXW�������-HZLVK�EXVLQHVVHV��DQG�
YDQGDOLVHG�-HZLVK�KRVSLWDOV��KRPHV��VFKRROV��DQG�FHPHWHULHV��6RPH��������
-HZLVK�PHQ�DJHG����WR����ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�
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7KH¬ZKROH�IDPLO\�³�&KDUOHV��&ODLUH�DQG�WKHLU�WZR�FKLOGUHQ��0DULH�
Claire and Luc; Charles’s mother, and his nephew Hubert Bartoli 
(at Hubert’s request) — moved to Algeria, where they thought 
they would be safer than in France.

,Q� ������ P\� IDWKHU� VXJJHVWHG� WR� &ODLUH� WKDW� WKH\� KDYH�
another child, to be born as a symbol of hope. He believed that 
such a baby would be proof of the family’s faith that they would 
VXUYLYH�DQG�RXWODVW�WKH�ZDU��0\�PRWKHU�DJUHHG��6R��RQ�WKH��WK�
RI�-XO\�������,�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�&RQVWDQWLQH��$OJHULD��7KH\�QDPHG�PH�
Monique Hélène Béliard.

Figure 5: Claire Béliard (née Mesritz) and daughter Monique.



�

&สഩ༈ང෈༝����6෈ഩ༝ඟส๏ັฏ�෺໌༝�$ັ༳ྉ෈༝༳

Growing up, I heard very little about my mother’s brothers, 
except that two of them had died resisting the Nazi invasion of 
the Netherlands. Thinking back, it was understandable that the 
adults did not want to talk about the war. So much was unknown 
and unknowable, and the survivors wanted to look forward.

My maternal grandparents, Léo Mesritz and Ernestine Emma 
Claire Tiberghien, had four children — Claire, Lucien, Jean and 
'HQLV�³�ERUQ�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������7KLV�ERRN�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�
lives of the two youngest sons. 

My uncles were young men living in the Netherlands during 
World War II. Both held strong convictions against the Nazi 
regime, particularly its treatment of Jewish people. Jean was an 
attractive, gregarious, yet calm man. Despite being known as a 
‘gentle giant’, Jean was a boxer, a member of the army reserve, 
and sought an actively combative role in the Royal Dutch Army. 
When war broke out he was also a scholar of law at Leiden 
University, the oldest and most prestigious university in the 
Netherlands. Denis, the youngest child, was awarded a Master 
of Law (LLM) from Groningen University during the war, even 
while working for the Dutch resistance. Denis took on key roles 
in coordinating the support of Dutch universities’ academics 
and students, and in producing and disseminating the illegal 
newsletters that made up the resistance press, which were 
crucial to the Dutch resistance. 

I knew none of these details until I started researching my 
uncles’ lives. 

In writing this account, we owe a great deal to Jacob (Jos) de 
Vos��D�FRQ˥GDQW�DQG�FORVH� IULHQG�RI� WKH�0HVULW]� IDPLO\��'H�9RV�
wrote long and thoughtful letters to several people who asked 
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after Jean or Denis. It is not always clear who the letters were 
written to; they started about two years after the war began and 
continued after the end of the war. These letters by De Vos give 
us the best idea of what Jean and Denis were like and of their 
actions during the war. 

(ULN�+D]HOKR˯, a good friend of Jean’s, also recorded details 
of Jean’s character and his brave actions against the Nazi regime 

Figure 6: In 1937, Jean enrolled in law at Leiden University.
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in his memoir Soldier of Orange, although some artistic license 
has been taken in the various versions now available in print, 
˥OP��DQG�DV�D�PXVLFDO�

---

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$SULO�������P\�JUDQGIDWKHU�/pR�ERXJKW�D�GLDU\��
Thanks to its survival, we have a record of not only Léo’s thoughts, 
discussions, actions and movements, but those of his family and 
friends too, as the war spread throughout the Netherlands and 
into France. 

,Q� HDUO\� 0D\� ������ /pR� DQG� (UQHVWLQH� YLVLWHG� KLV� PRWKHU��
Madame Mulder, and their sons Jean and Denis in the Hague. By 
WKH�WLPH�WKH�*HUPDQV� LQYDGHG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
May, Léo and Ernestine had returned to their home in Eze, in the 
south of France.

Both Léo and his brother Denis, who lived in Switzerland, 
quite often wrote to my parents, Claire (Léo’s daughter) and 
Charles Béliard. Thus we have some information from France, 
Switzerland, and the Netherlands during the war. Many refugees 
from the Netherlands were going to France, and a great deal of 
thinking went into my grandfather Léo’s plans. He discussed 
˥QDQFHV�ZLWK�KLV�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�&KDUOHV��DQG�WKH\�ERWK�WUDQVIHUUHG�
money to England, which they hoped to recoup after the war. 

My grandfather may have kept in contact with his sons, Jean 
and Denis, but sadly we have no record of this after he and his wife 
HPEDUNHG�RQ�D�ERDW�IRU�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�LQ�$XJXVW�������$W�OHDVW�/pR�
received word of his sons’ welfare through letters from family and 
IULHQGV��VXFK�DV�WKHLU�GHDU�IULHQG�-RV�GH�9RV��7KH�˥QDO��GUHDGIXO�
FRQ˥UPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ER\V·�GHDWKV�FDPH�IURP�WKH�5HG�&URVV�
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Figure 7: This letter from the Red Cross con"rms the deaths of both Jean 
and Denis. 
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Chapter 2

The Mesritz Family The Mesritz Family 

My grandfather, Léo Mesritz, was from a Jewish family which 
had moved from the town of Mesritz (the German name 

IRU�0LʇG]\U]HF]�� ZKLFK� LV� QRZ� LQ� 3RODQG�� WR� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�
LQ�������8QWLO������� LPPLJUDQWV�GLG�QRW�KDYH�WR�EHFRPH�'XWFK�
FLWL]HQV� EXW�� IURP� ������ DQ\RQH�ZKR� OLYHG� LQ� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�
was required to register a last name. As with many traditional 
societies, Ashkenazi Jews did not have a family surname that was 
SDVVHG�GRZQ�WKURXJK�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQV��7KH\�ZHUH�JLYHQ�D�˥UVW�
name, often followed by ‘son of [their father’s name]’ or ‘daughter 
of [their mother’s name]’. To comply with Dutch requirements, 
Jews needed to change their Jewish name into a ‘civil’ last name. 
Families often adopted the name of the town they came from. 
Thus, Léo’s great grandfather, Wolf Juda (Wolf, son of Juda) 
EHFDPH�:ROI�-XGD�0HVULW]��:ROI��¶VRQ�RI�-XGD·�IURP¬0HVULW]��

Wolf Juda’s son, Lion Wolf Mesritz, married Esther 
%RWWHQKHLP�LQ������DQG�WKH\�KDG����FKLOGUHQ��/LRQ�LV�EXULHG�LQ�
the Jewish cemetery at Almelo in the Netherlands. 

One of their sons, August Mesritz (my great grandfather), 
renounced the Jewish religion to marry a Dutch Protestant, 
Maria Emelia Theresia Mulder (‘Madame Mulder’ hereafter), and 
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they had three children: Therese, Léo and Denis. August became 
a colonial administrator in the Dutch Indies, and Léo, their 
middle child, was born in Semarang, in what is now Indonesia. 

Figure 8: Madame Maria Emelia Theresia Mulder was a much-loved mother 
and grandmother. She provided a home in the Hague for grandsons Jean 
and Denis from 1929 until her death in 1943.
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Léo Mesritz was a Dutch lawyer and an enthusiastic scholar, 
who earned himself multiple doctorates — as far as we can 
WHOO��VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWHG�WR��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������/pR�
worked as lead lawyer on the many mandatory agreements that 
allowed Shell Transport and Royal Dutch Petroleum to function 
as a single group, while maintaining separate entities quoted 
RQ�GL˯HUHQW�VWRFN�H[FKDQJHV��+H�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VHW�KLPVHOI�XS�ZLWK�
a generous income for life through astute negotiation of an 
ongoing percentage of oil revenues, rather than a high up-front 
fee for his services. 

Figure 9: Extract from the Mesritz family tree.
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Léo married Ernestine Emma Claire Tiberghien (a striking 
Belgian redhead with green eyes). She was Christian, and the 
couple attended the Dutch Reformed Walloon Church. 

I have no knowledge at all of Léo’s relationship with the 
Jewish community in the Netherlands. Did he consider himself 
D�VHFXODU�-HZ"�+DG�KH�GLVWDQFHG�KLPVHOI�IURP�KLV�-HZLVK�URRWV"�
+RZ�GLG�KLV�DFWLYH�3URWHVWDQW�IDLWK�˥W�LQ"�0\�JXHVV�LV�WKDW�WKH�
terrible persecution of the Jews by the Nazis caused our Jewish 
ancestry to become a taboo subject during my childhood.

In the historical documents about Jean and Denis, there 
are occasional references to their being Jewish, half-Jewish or 
¶FRQVLGHUHG�-HZLVK·��7KLV�VXJJHVWV�WKDW��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�LGHQWL˥HG�
as such or not, some members of Dutch society labelled them 
as Jewish, and under Nazi occupation this could too easily have 
been enough to see them captured and sent to an extermination 
camp, whether or not they engaged in resistance activities.

What is certain is that the rate of persecution of Jews in the 
Netherlands was the highest in Western Europe during World 
:DU�,,������RI�'XWFK�-HZV�ZHUH�PXUGHUHG��7KHUH�LV�PXFK�WR�OHDUQ�
about how and why this happened, and the website of the Anne 
Frank Museum� is a good starting point. What is also certain is 
that a small number of brave people from many religions and 
walks of life resisted the Nazis, and Jean and Denis were part of 
this resistance from the very beginning of the occupation.

:KHWKHU� /pR� PHW� WKH� 1D]L� GH˥QLWLRQ� RI� ¶$U\DQ·� RU� ¶QRQ�
Aryan’ would have depended on whether the Nazis chose to 

�ੜ The Anne Frank Museum has excellent online resources at: www.annefrank.
org/en
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GH˥QH�KLV�JUDQGIDWKHU��/LRQ�:ROI�0HVULW]��DV�-HZLVK�RU�QRW��7KH�
systematic and deadly persecution of Jews by the Nazis and their 
collaborators meant that this might have been a ‘life or death’ 
decision — maybe this was why my grandparents, Léo and 
Ernestine Mesritz, decided to leave Europe.

My Uncles’ Generation
,Q�DERXW�������OLNH�PDQ\�DˬXHQW�'XWFK�IDPLOLHV�ZKR�KDG�OLYHG�
in the Dutch Indies, August Mesritz, Madame Mulder, and their 
three children returned to Holland and established themselves 
in the Hague. 

Léo Mesritz married Ernestine Emma Claire Tiberghien and 
WKH\�KDG�WKHLU�˥UVW�FKLOG��P\�PRWKHU��0DULH�&ODLUH�$OLFH�0HVULW]�
�&ODLUH��ZDV�ERUQ�DW�WKH�+DJXH�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
$XJXVW�������7KH�˥UVW�RI�P\�PRWKHU·V�\RXQJHU�EURWKHUV��/XFLHQ��

Figure 10: Mesritz family portrait circa 1921. From left: Lucien, Jean, half-
brother René Moreau (standing), mother Ernestine, Denis, and Claire.
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ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�2FWREHU�������7KH�QH[W��-HDQ�&ODLUH�$GULHQ�0HVULW]��
ZDV�ERUQ�RQ�WKH��QG�RI�0DUFK�������/pR�DQG�(UQHVWLQH·V�IRXUWK�
DQG�˥QDO�FKLOG��'HQLV�&ODLUH�%DXGRXLQ��ZDV�ERUQ�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
1RYHPEHU� ������ 7KURXJKRXW� WKHVH� \HDUV�� WKH� 0HVULW]� IDPLO\�
were members of the Dutch Reformed Walloon Church, and they 
UHVLGHG� LQ� D� SUHVWLJLRXV� QHLJKERXUKRRG�� DW� %DOLVWUDDW�� ���� WKH�
+DJXH�XQWLO������

That year, Léo and Ernestine moved to Paris with their 
FKLOGUHQ��EXW�FKRVH�VHSDUDWH�SODFHV�WR�OLYH��LQ�GL˯HUHQW�SDUWV�RI�
WKH�FLW\��:H�NQRZ�WKDW�&ODLUH��ZKR�ZDV�����FRRNHG�IRU�/pR��DQG�ZDV�
also studying. Years later, she told me that she was unhappy with 
the situation, feeling it was unfair that she did not get enough 
time to study — she felt that, as a girl, her studies were not seen 
as very important. Yet Léo valued education highly, acquiring no 
IHZHU�WKDQ�˥YH�GRFWRUDWHV�GXULQJ�KLV�OLIHWLPH��/XFLHQ��WKHQ�DJHG�
����ZDV�DOVR�VWXG\LQJ��-HDQ��DJHG�����UHIXVHG�WR�VWD\�LQ�3DULV�DQG�
returned to live with his grandmother. Young Denis, aged nine, 
stayed in France for a while longer before returning to Holland. 
It seems both boys were happy to stay with Madame Mulder in 
the Hague. 

6L[�\HDUV�ODWHU��LQ�-XQH�������WUDJHG\�VWUXFN�ZKHQ�/XFLHQ�GLHG�
suddenly in Paris. He was only eighteen. Family stories suggest 
WKDW� KH� KDG� DSSHQGLFLWLV�� ,Q� KLV� ˥QDO� PRPHQWV�� /XFLHQ� DVNHG�
his parents to hold each other’s hands. He then asked them to 
promise that they would always live together. In the coming 
years, keeping this promise to their dying son would cause the 
family much grief.

Following Lucien’s death, the Mesritz parents left Paris and 
moved to the enchanting village of Eze on the French Riviera. 
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7KH\� FDOOHG� WKHLU� YLOOD� ¶2PHJD·�� DIWHU� WKH� ˥QDO� OHWWHU� LQ� WKH�
Greek alphabet, to symbolise that this would be their last home 
together, where they would keep their promise to Lucien. 

-XVW� D� IHZ� PRQWKV� EHIRUH� /XFLHQ·V� GHDWK�� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI�
)HEUXDU\� ������ &ODLUH� PDUULHG� )UHQFK� DUP\� R˩FHU� &KDUOHV�
%pOLDUG��&KDUOHV�ZDV����\HDUV�ROGHU�WKDQ�KLV�\RXQJ�EULGH��+H�KDG�
VLJQHG�XS�GXULQJ�::,��RQ�WKH���WK�RI�-XO\�������DQG�VHUYHG�RQ�
WKH�)URQW� IURP� -XO\� ����²����� DV� DQ�2˩FHU�&DGHW� LQYROYHG� LQ�
military radio telegraphy.

&ODLUH�DQG�&KDUOHV�OLYHG�LQ�3DULV�DQG��LQ�)HEUXDU\�������WKH\�
ZHOFRPHG�WKHLU�˥ UVW�FKLOG��0DULH�&ODLUH��7KHLU�VHFRQG�FKLOG��D�VRQ�
named Lucien (known as Luc, and perhaps named after Claire’s 
GHFHDVHG�ROGHU�EURWKHU���ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������2YHU�WKH�

Figure 11: Lucien, the oldest of the three Mesritz sons, pictured a short 
time before his death in June 1935. At eighteen, Lucien died suddenly in 
Paris, most likely from appendicitis. 
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next couple of years, the young Béliard family often visited the 
Mesritz grandparents at their villa in Eze. Some summers, Dutch 
family and friends also joined them there.

,Q� 1RYHPEHU� ������ .ULVWDOOQDFKW� PDGH� LW� YHU\� FOHDU� WKDW�
Jewish people were being targeted by the Nazis. Streams of 
-HZLVK�IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�OHDYLQJ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�$XVWULD��DQG��������RI�
WKHP�HQWHUHG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�GXULQJ�WKH�����V��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
we have no record of what Léo, Ernestine, and their children 
were thinking as Hitler rose to power, and Europe was plunged 
into a second World War. 

Family separations
,Q� 0DUFK� ������ /pR� DQG� (UQHVWLQH� YLVLWHG� IDPLO\� DQG� IULHQGV�
in Amsterdam and the Hague. Léo spent time with his sons, 
discussing their studies and the war. 

Figure 12: Claire Mesritz married Charles Béliard, then a Major in the 
French army, on 16 February 1935 in southern France.
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6L[� PRQWKV� ODWHU�� RQ� WKH� �UG� RI� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ (QJODQG�
and France declared war on Germany. Dutch people were 
concerned, but generally felt that the Germans would respect 
their neutrality, as they had in World War I. Army reserves — 
including the Michielsen brothers and Jean — were called up 
regularly for training. 

,Q� 1RYHPEHU� ������ P\� PRWKHU�� &ODLUH�� R˯HUHG� KHU�
grandmother, Madame Mulder, a home in France. The family 
PDWULDUFK� UHSOLHG� WR� &ODLUH� LQ� D� OHWWHU� GDWHG� WKH� ��WK� RI�
1RYHPEHU�� WKDQNLQJ�KHU� IRU� WKH�R˯HU��DQG�H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�VKH�
wanted to stay in her own country, the Netherlands, to maintain 
a home for her grandsons, Jean and Denis: 

They know that here they are always received with open arms 
… Jean is always so full of life when he comes on his two-
day leave, and always leaves in the same mood when duty 
calls him. 

%\�-DQXDU\�������WKH�'XWFK�DQG�%HOJLDQ�PLOLWDU\�KDG�LQFUHDVHG�
WKHLU�OHYHO�RI�DOHUWQHVV��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$SULO�WKH�'XWFK�GHFODUHG�
‘martial law’. At the end of the month, my grandparents again 
visited Amsterdam. Léo wrote in his diary:

We dined in Amsterdam at the Padts. Milier is optimistic about 
WKH�LQYDVLRQ��0U�+R˯HOPDQ�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�DW�OHQJWK��ZLWK�WKH�
aid of a supporting diagram, that the German invasion could 
never succeed.

2Q�WKH��VW�RI�0D\�������/pR�VSHQW�WLPH�ZLWK�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV��ZKR�
was down visiting from Groningen university. They discussed the 
situation, and Léo wrote that his sons seemed optimistic as they 
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talked about their studies and futures. The following day was 
Ascension Day. Although there was no service at the Walloon 
Church, Léo, Ernestine, and Denis attended a Dutch Reformed 
Church (the largest church body in the Netherlands at that time) 
in Hoefkade, where they heard a beautiful sermon. After lunch, 
they all visited Jean at his room in Leiden, where they also met 
Jean’s dog. Events of this gorgeous day�DUH�UHFRUGHG�LQ�/pR·V¬GLDU\��

Figure 13: Denis Mesritz (right) with his father, Léo. 
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The roads were packed with happy people, their cars and 
ELF\FOHV�IHVWRRQHG�ZLWK�˧RZHUV�

Two days later, after attending a meeting in Haarlem, Léo 
travelled with colleagues by car to Amsterdam, a trip of some 
��� NLORPHWUHV��+H� UHFDOOHG� D� VHULRXV� WDON� DERXW�SROLWLFV� RQ� WKH�
journey. Léo then drove south to his mother’s house in the Hague 
WR�˥QG� -HDQ�³�GUHVVHG� LQ� D� UDEELW� FRVWXPH�³�RQ�KLV�ZD\� WR� D�
dance. Jean was always delighted to be invited to evening events, 
and he loved to dance. 

On the following day, the 4th of May, Léo and Ernestine 
left the Netherlands, just as Dutch Prime Minister Dirk Jan 
GH�*HHU�EHJDQ�D� VSHHFK�DJDLQVW� ¶˥IWK� FROXPQLVWV·�� A few days 
ODWHU��'H�*HHU�˧HG�WR�/RQGRQ��IURP�ZKHUH�KH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�
Netherlands broker a separate peace with the Nazis. De Geer later 
ZURWH� DQG�SXEOLVKHG� D� FRQWURYHUVLDO� OHD˧HW�ZLWK� ¶LQVWUXFWLRQV·�
for the people on how to cooperate with the Germans. His views 
so angered Queen Wilhelmina that she labelled him a traitor and 
deserter to the Dutch cause.� 

Léo and Ernestine arrived back in Paris, where Claire was 
waiting for them at the Gare du Nord train station. The next 

�ੜ�$� ˥IWK� FROXPQ refers to any subversive group attempting to undermine 
a nation’s solidarity, usually by supporting an enemy of the nation-state. 
%\� WKH� ODWH�����V�� DV�$PHULFDQ� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ�::,,�EHFDPH�PRUH� OLNHO\��
¶˥IWK�FROXPQ·�ZDV�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�WR�ZDUQ�RI�SRWHQWLDO�GLVOR\DOW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
86��7KH�IHDU�RI�EHWUD\DO�ZDV�KHLJKWHQHG�E\�WKH�UDSLG�IDOO�RI�)UDQFH�LQ�������
ZKLFK�VRPH�EODPHG�RQ�LQWHUQDO�ZHDNQHVV�DQG�D�SUR�*HUPDQ�¶˥IWK�FROXPQ·��
ZZZ�EULWDQQLFD�FRP�WRSLF�˥IWK�FROXPQ��YLHZHG���'HF������

�ੜ After the war, former Dutch Prime Minister Dirk Jan de Geer was brought to 
trial, found guilty of high treason in time of war, stripped of all his honorary 
titles, and deprived of his title of Minister of State.
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day, the family attended a church service in Passy, and shared 
dinner on the Champs-Elysées before travelling south to Claire 
and Charles’s small country cottage in Thénisy. The following 
day, Léo took a walk with his granddaughter, Marie Claire. That 
afternoon, he received a letter from Jean asking if Léo wanted to 
sell his Peugeot 402.

2Q� WKH� HYHQLQJ�RI� WKH� �WK�RI�0D\�� GLVWXUELQJ�QHZV�RQ� WKH�
radio reported that all military leave from the Dutch army had 
EHHQ�FDQFHOOHG��$�*HUPDQ�LQYDVLRQ�ZDV�LPPLQHQW��2Q�WKH��WK�RI�
May, Léo and Claire travelled north to Provins, from where he 
sent a telegram to Denis in Groningen, advising him to return to 
the Hague and sell the Peugeot. 

Figure 14: Ernestine Tiberghien (left) and Léo Mesritz (right), my maternal 
grandparents. 

After lunch the next day, Léo, with his wife and daughter, left 
Thénisy for Paris to meet up with Claire’s husband, Major Charles 
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Béliard. Léo and Charles were both intellectuals and got along 
well. Over supper, Léo told Charles that, in Holland, they were 
counting on the motorised divisions that were waiting in the 
north of France. That night, Léo wrote in his diary: I gathered he 
[Charles] wasn’t particularly optimistic about this. After dinner, Léo 
and Ernestine left Paris for Nice on the luxury train (operated by 
Wagon-Lits, who also ran the Orient Express).

,Q�%HUOLQ�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�0D\��'XWFK�PLOLWDU\�HPEDVV\�R˩FLDO�
Colonel Sas warned of an impending attack by the Nazis. But his 
alarm was ignored by superiors. At the station in Marseille, Léo 
bought a copy of Le Petit Marseillais. The paper maintained that 
the situation in Holland remained quite positive, and that people 
were relaxed. 

However, when Léo and Ernestine arrived in Nice the 
following day, their worried daughter was there waiting. Claire 
told them that the Germans had invaded the Netherlands. The 
parents spent the night at their home in nearby Eze, and returned 
WR�1LFH�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��/pR�FDEOHG�1HZ�<RUN�WR�FRQ˥UP�KLV�
presence in Nice, and to the bank in the Hague, giving various 
instructions.

6R��ZKHQ�*HUPDQ\�LQYDGHG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
0D\�������ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�0HVULW]�IDPLO\�ZHUH�LQ�)UDQFH��
Jean and Denis remained in the Netherlands to continue their 
studies, and Jean, his military training. Each son, in his own way, 
then began working to free the Netherlands, and to resist the 
Nazi regime. No one could imagine then that they would each be 
captured and sent to concentration camps, and that both would 
die only months before the end of the war.
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Seeking Refuge
We don’t know exactly when Léo and Ernestine decided that 
they needed to leave France, but Léo’s diary describes the 
XQFHUWDLQW\� DQG� JURZLQJ� GHVSHUDWLRQ� RI� SHRSOH� ˧HHLQJ� WKHLU�
homes as the Nazi army spread like a cancer across Europe. 
With Léo’s Jewish heritage, it is possible that they decided to 
leave because they felt that Holland and occupied France would 
not be safe for them.

,Q�1LFH��RQ�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�������QHZV�RQ�WKH�UDGLR�UHPDLQHG�
favourable. Léo and Ernestine visited the Dutch consulate, 

Figure 15: A page of Léo’s diary. 
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where they met with a Monsieur Van de Ree. Léo observed in his 
diary that everyone was FRQ˥GHQW�DQG�RSWLPLVWLF. That afternoon, 
they went looking to buy a wireless radio, as they needed to be 
able to hear the news. By the following day, however, Léo wrote 
that: the news is not good. He attended the Grand Whitsunday (or 
Pentecost) Service, which, he noted, was a solemn procession. A 
couple of days later, Léo received a cable from his son, Denis. It 
read: Am in the Hague and all is well. But all was not well, as Léo 
could no longer send cables back to the Hague, to his mother 
and sons.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\��/pR�UHDG�LQ�L’Eclaireur that the Dutch Army 
had surrendered. War-time rationing began at once. A couple of 
days later, with plenty of petrol available in southern France, 
HYHQ�ZLWKRXW�FRXSRQV��/pR�KHDGHG�R˯�WR�(]H��+H�ZRQGHUHG�LI�WKH�
family should stay in Eze or move all the pictures, carpets, and 
silver to Nice for greater security. While in Eze, Léo received a call 
from Mademoiselle Marie Demètres,� advising Léo of worrying 
news about Italy from a friend, Lapinasse, at the censorship 
board. Marie and her family of several sisters were close friends 
of the Mesritz family, and they often helped one another. After 
this call, Léo decided to move their valuables to Nice. 

/X[HPERXUJ�IHOO�WR�*HUPDQ\��DQG�WKHUH�ZDV�˥HUFH�˥JKWLQJ�
in Belgium. In conversation, Léo noted that people remained 
optimistic, if a little disgusted by the poor resistance shown by 
the Netherlands. Over the next week, Léo continued to plan their 

�ੜ The Demètres family remained close to the Mesritz and Béliard families. 
:KHQ�,�YLVLWHG�P\�IDWKHU�QHDU�1LFH�LQ�������DV�KLV�KRPH�KDG�QR�URRP�IRU�PH��
I stayed with the Demètres sisters.



%༝໌ངส෈༝༳�໌෺�2༝ഩັฏ෈

22

move to Nice. He wrote: Although the news is optimistic, no one feels 
reassured. Léo further explained his unease: 

Lots of people in church. Madame Joëssel repeats to Ernestine 
about “our betrayal by Holland” … Bad news from the north. 
Cable from Claire saying that she is in Toulouse with her 
children … We go to Gréolliéres with Mademoiselle Marie … 
We talk about the new decree that obliges foreign residents 
in France to deposit their American shares in French banks … 
The above decree is withdrawn. First, a prayer meeting. A large 
crowd. We are still without news from the Netherlands.

2Q�WKH���UG�RI�0D\��/pR�UHFHLYHG�D�OHWWHU�IURP�KLV�GDXJKWHU��&ODLUH��
She wanted to enrol in the Women’s Auxiliary Service. On that day 
too, his son, Denis, sent Léo the small outstanding balance of funds 
KHOG�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&HQWUDO�%DQN�LQ�3DULV��SOXV�������6ZLVV�)UDQFV��
Léo continued to move the couple’s possessions to Nice, attended 
Council meetings, and drove to Eze with Ernestine to collect a 
ration card for Claire. Léo had learned that Denis had joined the 
resistance, and he wrote to let him know that he disapproved, on 
the grounds that it will be absolutely useless, and that all he would 
achieve is that he will be killed. This is the only record we have of 
Léo’s thoughts about Denis’ work in the resistance.

A local parishioner suggested to Léo that the number of 
deaths in the Low Countries�� had been grossly exaggerated. 

��ੜ The Low Countries, or Lowlands, is a coastal region in north-western Europe 
— the lower basin of the Rhine–Meuse–Scheldt delta, consisting of Belgium, 
the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. Geographically and historically, the 
area also includes Flanders (France), East Frisia and Cleves (Germany). Over 
��� GD\V�� DURXQG� ������ %HOJLDQV�ZHUH� NLOOHG�� �������ZRXQGHG� DQG� ��������
captured as prisoners of war, according to Wikipedia.
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2Q¬ WKH� ��WK� RI� 0D\�� KRZHYHU�� %HOJLXP� FDSLWXODWHG� DV� 1D]L�
Germany invaded more of western Europe in a series of decisive 
strikes. Léo and Ernestine travelled to various French towns: they 
intended to visit their friends, the Van de Rees, but discovered 
that they had left for Marseilles. They then drove to Beaulieu to 
see Dr Ricoux, who gave Léo a travel document for Capvern (the 
French Pyrenees region), and the police station also provided a 
FHUWL˥FDWH�RI�WUDYHO�IRU�(UQHVWLQH��,Q�(]H��WKH�FRXSOH�DVNHG�WKHLU�
friends, the Bruns, to take care of their dog during their absence.

7KH���WK�RI�0D\�PDUNHG�WKH�ODVW�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ�IRU�
the Eze Missions group where Léo attended church. He noted 
that the speaker, Pastor Lespinasse, who had been called up to 
service, arrived late. After the meeting, Léo wrote in his diary: 
We have prayers, and Mademoiselle Monod prays for our sons.

While continuing preparations to leave their home in Eze, 
Léo received word from a friend, Oscar Grovert, who was in the 
barracks at Marseille. Léo and Ernestine hoped to see Oscar on 
WKHLU�ZD\�WR�&DSYHUQ��/pR·V�GLDU\�QRWHG�WKHLU�˥QDO�PRYHPHQWV�

Ernestine’s last sewing class … We pack our suitcases and bags 
«�ZH�JR�WR�9LOOD�3KLOLSV�DQG�˥OO�WKH�FDU�ZLWK����OLWUHV�RI�SHWURO�
… I talk with the commander and M. Boissy about events. M. 
Boissy is optimistic and says: “We’ll get them.” In the afternoon 
we go to the police station at Cap d’Ail with Mademoiselle Marie 
to collect the safe conduct for Ernestine … we have tea at home 
in Eze and pay a visit to the Bruns … The news seems to get 
worse and worse. Mr. Vandermerlen is the only man we have 
met who doesn’t think that Italy will join the war … We make 
a farewell visit to Villa Philips and load up our last barrels of 
petrol. The Demètres have also decided to leave. 



%༝໌ངส෈༝༳�໌෺�2༝ഩັฏ෈

24

$IWHU�VD\LQJ�JRRGE\H�WR�IULHQGV��DW���༈ຩ on the 4th of June 
������ /pR� DQG� (UQHVWLQH� OHIW� WKHLU� KRPH� LQ� (]H� IRU� /H� 7UD\DV��
wondering if they would ever see their friends again. Few people 
were on the roads, and Léo recorded that they were stopped 
many times to show their identity cards. Arriving at Marseille 
the next afternoon, the couple booked a hotel room. Their friend 
Oscar Grovert, and his twenty-three comrades, had all already 
left for England. At dinner, Léo and Ernestine had their identity 
cards checked by authorities yet again.

2Q�WKH��WK�RI�-XQH��P\�JUDQGSDUHQWV�OHIW�IRU�0DULJQDQH�DQG�
Born Lake in south-eastern France. Léo noted the large number 
of Belgians in the Hérault region as they drove further south, 
arriving at Carcassonne, just north of the Pyrenees. The next 
day, they travelled on to Toulouse. The roads were deserted, but 
the town was packed with refugees. The couple was greeted with 
good humour by their daughter Claire and her children, Marie 
Claire, now aged three, and Luc, aged eighteen months, who had 
travelled down from Thénisy, near Paris.

The following day, the family was on the move again. After 
D�OLWWOH�VKRSSLQJ��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�˥OOLQJ�WKH�FDUV�ZLWK�SHWURO��WKH\�
were stopped to show their papers before arriving safely in 
&DSYHUQ��DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�3\UHQHHV��2Q�WKH��WK�RI�-XQH��/pR�DQG�
Ernestine visited the mayor of Capvern to have their identity 
cards stamped, and then went to the police station nearby. Léo 
wrote: 

More bad news on the radio. Newspapers are rare in Capvern.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�������*HUPDQ�IRUFHV�FORVHG�LQ�RQ�WKH�)UHQFK�
capital. In Capvern, the weather turned cold and damp, and more 
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refugees arrived. At news time, all the hotel guests gathered in 
the room where the wireless sat. Léo noted:

We usually turn up earlier than most so that we can hear the 
BBC. We learn from a Dutch transmission of a BBC broadcast 
DW�������KRXUV�WKDW�,WDO\�KDV�GHFODUHG�ZDU�RQ�)UDQFH�DQG�*UHDW�
Britain.

Léo received a cable from his son-in-law Charles Béliard to say 
that he was delighted that Léo and the family had arrived safely 
in Capvern. But this day marked another sad turning point. Léo 
set up a radio in their hotel room and they heard that Paris was 
declared ‘an open city’. Everyone realised that Paris would soon 
be taken.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH��&ODLUH�EXUVW�LQWR�KHU�SDUHQWV·�URRP�LQ�
tears. She had just heard French Prime Minister Paul Reynaud’s 
VSHHFK�� WKH� ˥UVW� GHIHDWLVW� VSHHFK�� LQ� ZKLFK� 5H\QDXG� FOHDUO\�
stated that the only way the battle could continue would be for 
the Americans to join in, and no one believed that was likely. Léo 
noted in his diary that evening: There is talk of total surrender.

The next day, Léo, Ernestine, Claire and her children drove to 
Lourdes. Along the way, they discussed what to do if the Germans 
were to occupy France. They wrote to a young man named 
Guillaume, in Bordeaux, who planned to take a group to England. 
Léo also enquired if there were boats leaving for North Africa or 
the Dutch Antilles. On their return to Capvern, the group heard 
that the Germans had entered Paris on the previous night, the 
��WK�RI�-XQH��

The following day, Paris fell. Léo learnt more details of the 
occupation of Paris and the enemy advance: the Italians had just 
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entered the war, and the Germans were threatening to invade 
the whole of France. 

2Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH��/pR�UHFHLYHG�D�WHOHJUDP�
from his brother Denis in Geneva informing him that their 
mother, Madame Mulder, and Léo’s sons, Jean and Denis, were all 
˥QH��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�˥ UVW�QHZV�WKDW�/pR�DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�KDG�UHFHLYHG�
from Holland since the occupation, a little over a month before. 
Léo, Ernestine and Claire thanked God for keeping their family 
safe. But the speed of the enemy’s advance was becoming more 
concerning, so they decided to leave for Toulouse the following 
morning. Léo lovingly noted in his diary: Little Claire packs my 
VXLWFDVH�ZLWK�KHU�XVXDO�H˩FLHQF\.

News reached Léo that a new French Cabinet had been formed 
in Vichy, under the leadership of Marshal Pétain. The family 
travelled back to Toulouse, where they stayed with Madame 
Bartoli (Charles’s sister) and her husband, Colonel Bartoli, of 
WKH� )UHQFK� DUP\�� 7KLV� PXVW� KDYH� EHHQ� D� YHU\� ZHOFRPH� R˯HU��
as Toulouse was in total chaos and bursting at the seams, with 
many people sleeping in their cars or on chairs in hotel lobbies. 
The Mesritz family were unable to extend Ernestine’s passport 
LQ�7RXORXVH��VR�RQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�PRWKHU�DQG�
daughter drove to Montauban seeking an extension of Ernestine’s 
passport at the Dutch consulate. On their return, they had lunch 
with Madame Bartoli and her son Hubert. Léo noted that there 
ZDV�VWLOO�SOHQW\�WR�HDW��EXW�D�FRQWLQXRXV�˧RZ�RI�FDUV�ZDV�DUULYLQJ�
from Belgium and Paris. Léo and family investigated reaching 
Morocco by air, or even Martinique by sea, but no information 
was available. On the radio, they heard the newly appointed 
)UHQFK�0LQLVWHU�RI�WKH�,QWHULRU��&KDUOHV�3RPDUHW��DSSRLQWHG���²
���-XQH��������IRUELGGLQJ�DOO�IRUHLJQHUV�IURP�WUDYHOOLQJ�
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On the 20th of June, cars were scattered everywhere, 
bursting with luggage. The family found a room at a hotel, and 
received news from Compiègne about the French Armistice. 
Authorities advised that it was unlikely the whole of France 
would be occupied, so the family decided to stay in Toulouse for 
a while. According to newspapers, negotiations with Italy had 
begun. Although the Italians had some thirty divisions available 
on their Alpine frontier, they had delayed their strike on south-
eastern France until now, when the matter had been all-but 
VHWWOHG�� 7KH� DWWDFN��ZKHQ� LW�˥QDOO\� GLG� FRPH��PDGH� DOPRVW�QR�
progress against French defences.

The family in Toulouse managed to get their passports 
VWDPSHG�WR�UHJLVWHU�WKHLU�DUULYDO�LQ�WKH�WRZQ��:KHQ�LW�ZDV�˥QDOO\�
their turn, a Belgian employee wanted to send Léo away because 
the photo showed him wearing glasses. Fortunately, an employee 
IURP�WKH�3UHIHFW·V�R˩FH�FDPH�WR�VRUW�LW�RXW��DQG�DOO�ZDV�VHWWOHG��
They also received another telegram from Denis in Switzerland 
to say that Madam Mulder and Léo’s sons remained safe.

On the 22nd of June, the French Armistice with Germany 
was signed. Thank goodness, Léo wrote, ZH� ˥QG� RXUVHOYHV� LQ� WKH�
unoccupied part of the country. But the armistice would not come 
LQWR�H˯HFW�XQWLO�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZDV�VLJQHG�ZLWK�,WDO\��7KH�IDPLO\�
installed the radio in their room and listened mostly to the BBC. 
$W� DERXW� �� ༈ຩ, Ernestine and Claire joined Léo in listening to 
the BBC transmission in Dutch, and then in French, which, Léo 
noted, is not always easy. Negotiations with Italy continued. Léo 
observed that food shops still appeared well stocked.

As they still had petrol, the family drove to the service at the 
Reformed church. They received a telegram from Mademoiselle 
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Marie saying that the Demètres family, who had been staying 
with Madame Deudon at Uzès, would return to Nice. Léo wrote: 
Mr Churchill’s attempts to keep France as an ally have failed.

On the 24th of June, Charles Béliard visited his wife, young 
children, and parents-in-law in Toulouse, travelling about 
��� NLORPHWUHV� IURP� 0RQWDXEDQ�� ZKHUH� KH� ZDV� SRVWHG� ZLWK�
the French General Headquarters. Charles was despondent: 
convinced that England would be invaded in the next few weeks. 
An armistice with Italy had now been signed, and the two treaties 
would come into force the following day. Claire decided to return 
to Montauban with Charles and spend a few days with him there.

7KH� ��WK� RI� -XQH� �����ZDV�PDUNHG� DV� D� GD\� RI�PRXUQLQJ��
In Toulouse, a demonstration took place at the World War I 
memorial, ‘Monument aux Combattants de la Haute-Garonne’, 
and much anguish and sadness hung in the air. Claire, Charles, 
and their children left early for Montauban in their Peugeot 202. 
The Armistice came into force. Charles’s mother, Madame Marie-
Antoinette Béliard, shared with Léo that Charles had barely slept 
in the night, and that he was very depressed, which, Léo noted, is 
not surprising.

Two days later, Claire returned from Montauban, as Charles 
had been sent as part of the French delegation to the Italian 
Armistice. He had to leave in a great hurry by car to Bordeaux 
to take a plane to Italy. Léo observed that the papers no longer 
provided any serious news, and that French radio was useless. 
That left the BBC, but government authorities were beginning 
to suppress its broadcasts in French, and even in Dutch. The 
food shops were emptying. Léo managed to buy a few packets of 
biscuits and some Portuguese sardines, but there was no more 
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cheese and, he noted, not a hope of any butter for us. That evening, 
when Léo went to the grocery store in the Rue de Metz, there 
were about seven or eight customers. One customer started 
railing against England, and everyone nodded in assent.

The last day that people could buy petrol, with or without 
FRXSRQV��ZDV� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XQH� ������$V� WKH� IROORZLQJ�GD\�ZDV�
6XQGD\��SRVW�R˩FHV�ZRXOG�EH� FORVHG��:LWK� WKHLU� WZR�FDUV�� /pR�
DQG�&ODLUH�ZHQW� WR� &ODLUH·V� YHQGRU��+H�˥OOHG� XS� WKH� WDQNV� DQG�
the cans they had with them. The family decided not to drive 
anymore, until the day they would be ready to leave. Ernestine 
was feeling unwell, so Léo went to church with his daughter, and 
word reached them that Charles was in Turin, northern Italy. By 
2nd July, Ernestine was feeling better, so Léo went to the Dutch 
Vice Consulate with Claire. There they were told the devastating 
news that it would now be impossible for Dutch people to leave 
France and that, if they went to Spain, they would be sent to 
concentration camps. 

Under Franco, neighbouring Spain had until now been 
neutral. However, with the fall of France, neutrality gave way to 
¶QRQ�EHOOLJHUHQFH·��DQG�)UDQFR�KDG�ZULWWHQ�WR�+LWOHU�R˯HULQJ�WR�
join the war. Léo heard the rumour that Spain had declared war 
on England, and that ten German divisions had entered Spain.

Nonetheless, Léo was buoyed by his observation that 
correspondence with Nice and other towns in the unoccupied 
zone had become quite regular again. Letters and cards from 
Switzerland continued to arrive without serious delay, and Léo’s 
EURWKHU�'HQLV�UHFRQ˥UPHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�JRRG�QHZV�DERXW�
Léo’s mother and sons’ welfare. On the other hand, travel by train 
KDG�EHFRPH�WHUULEO\�GL˩FXOW��DQG�/pR·V�OHWWHU�RI�DERXW�WHQ�GD\V�
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HDUOLHU� WR� WKH� 'XWFK� &RQVXODU� 2˩FLDO� LQ�0DUVHLOOHV�� 0RQVLHXU�
Van de Ree, had not yet received a reply. 

On the 4th of July, Léo started investigating the possibility of 
going to Switzerland. They didn’t want to go there, but reasoned 
that it would be safer than staying in France. Newspapers 
announced that the latest French Minister of the Interior 
�DSSRLQWHG����-XQ�²���6HS��������0RQVLHXU�$GULHQ�0DUTXHW��KDG�
taken measures that will prevent foreigners from disturbing law and 
order. Foreigners in France were still forbidden to travel, and 
anyone who did not conform to these measures was threatened 
with being interned.

Léo and Claire had to park their cars on the street, which 
they were unable to see from their hotel room. The next day, 
Léo, Ernestine and Claire all went to church on the tram. Most 
refugees, Léo observed, French as well as Belgians, just wanted 
to go home, but they were not allowed to. Belgians were not 
even allowed to leave the town where they had registered. Quite 
a number left anyway, without a ‘safe-conduct permit’. Food 
shortages were becoming more serious but, as Léo wrote, In the 
restaurants, the portions are always adequate.�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/pR���WK�
July was a day like any other, although shopping had become hard 
work. The daughter of Léo’s brother Denis, Denise, was marrying 
D�6ZLVV�FLWL]HQ��0RQVLHXU�5DSSDUG��&ODLUH�DQG�/pR�WULHG�WR�˥QG�
something suitable as a wedding present for the newlyweds, and 
a small curio for Denise — there was still quite a choice to be had. 

Charles asked Claire to move to Nice with their children 
for the time being, to be nearer to him in Turin. She was happy 
about this, of course, but delayed her departure, as her parents’ 
plans were still so uncertain. The following day, the Mesritz 
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family had a serious talk about where to go. Léo was not at all 
happy about the increasing restrictions on their freedom of 
travel, and he asked each of them to say what they thought. 
News from Charles in Turin about the status of the province of 
Nice was not optimistic. The family became ever more inclined 
to leave France.

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XO\�� D� OHWWHU� DUULYHG� IURP� *HQHYD�� 'HQLV�
Mesritz had received Léo’s telegram and letter requesting a 
Swiss visa. Léo’s new nephew by marriage, Monsieur Rappard, 
was happy to help with the request. The Mesritz family was 
thrilled to hear this news, and appreciated the assistance of both 
Denis and Monsieur Rappard.

Léo and Ernestine’s Escape
The family held long discussions about what they should do. 
Léo left it to his wife to decide between Nice, Switzerland, and 
America. Despite writing to a M. José Gari Gimero in Barcelona 
on the 24th of June, asking him to get them both visas for Spain, 
they had received no reply. The parents could, with help from 
their daughter and Madame Bartoli, ask the mayor of Toulouse 
for an introduction to the Spanish Consul, but what would be 
EHVW�WR�GR"�7KH\�DJUHHG�RQ�RQH�WKLQJ��WKH\�KDG�WR�UHDFK�D�˥QDO�
decision that week.

In Turin, Charles thought that his wife and children had 
already left for Nice. He had written to her there, which delayed 
his letters and, for reasons unknown, he hadn’t received any 
letters from her. But Claire had remained in Toulouse, on account 
RI�KHU�FRQFHUQ�DQG�D˯HFWLRQ�IRU�KHU�SDUHQWV��&ODLUH�WKRXJKW�WKDW��
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ZKHQ�KHU�SDUHQWV�˥QDOO\�OHIW��VKH�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�SODFHG�WR�VHWWOH�
a number of things on their behalf. This increased the pressure 
on Léo and Ernestine to make up their minds about where to go.

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XO\�� WKH� IDPLO\� UHFHLYHG� D� ���GD\� YLVD� IRU�
Switzerland. They decided, however, not to go there, but to instead 
try to get a letter of introduction to the Spanish Consul. Having 
no luck there, they resolved to try again the next day. Searching 
for medicine, Léo found that the shops were already out of stock. 
7KH���WK�ZDV�D�SXEOLF�KROLGD\�LQ�6SDLQ��VR�/pR�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�WU\�
WKH�6SDQLVK�&RQVXO��EXW�RQ�WKH���WK��/pR�DQG�(UQHVWLQH�YLVLWHG�WKH�
Spanish Consul and were granted visas. At dinner, they told Claire 
that they would go to Spain as soon as they got their French exit 
visas. They wanted to give Claire and Charles power of attorney, 
VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�PDQDJH�WKHLU�D˯DLUV��

Léo and Ernestine went to the police station to get their 
H[LW�YLVDV�VWDPSHG�DQG��RQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI�WKH���VW�RI�-XO\��/pR�
wrote some letters. Among them was a letter to Monsieur Cuche, 
tendering Léo’s resignation from the Presbyterian Council, as 
well as letters to Mademoiselle Marie Demètres, Denis Mesritz, 
Charles Béliard, Monsieur Brun, Madame Vernot, and Dr Pouy at 
Capvern. The couple began to prepare for their journey to Spain.

The next day, Léo discovered that the petrol had been stolen 
IURP�WKHLU�FDU�DQG�WZR�W\UHV�SXQFWXUHG��&ODLUH�R˯HUHG�WR�GULYH�
her parents to Perpignan, over 200 kilometres east of Toulouse. 
Nestled in the heart of the plain of Roussillon in southeast 
France, Perpignan lies a few kilometres from the Mediterranean 
Sea, and is the last major French city before Spain. The couple 
OHIW� HYHU\WKLQJ� IURP� WKHLU� FDU�DW�0DGDPH�%DUWROL·V�˧DW��ZKHUH�
Colonel Bartoli agreed to look after their damaged car.
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$W���ഩຩ on the 24th of July, Claire picked up her parents. They 
˥OOHG�&ODLUH·V�FDU�ZLWK�WKHLU�WKLQJV�DQG�OHIW�7RXORXVH�DW���¬ഩຩ, 
EXW�KDG�WR�VWRS�IRU�D�˧DW�W\UH��DQG�DJDLQ�WR�VKRZ�WKHLU�SDSHUV��
The following day, after Claire had driven them as far as she 
could, Léo and Ernestine bid a teary farewell to their daughter. 
All three of them were very emotional and Léo noted that his 
poor little Claire has warm tears streaming down her face. They could 
not know when or if they would see each other again. 

Once they arrived in Barcelona, Léo and Ernestine spent 
D� GD\� JRLQJ� DURXQG� WKH� GL˯HUHQW� WUDYHO� DJHQFLHV� ORRNLQJ� IRU�
options to travel by ship. The couple soon discovered that they 
were unable to exchange their French currency in Spain. On the 
��WK�RI� -XO\�� WKH\�ZHUH� LVVXHG�YLVDV� IRU� WKH�'XWFK� ,QGLHV��7KH\�
visited the British Consulate where they were told that, in Spain, 
only the Consulate in Madrid could arrange visas for South 
Africa, Canada, or the USA. The couple wrote several postcards 
to the Hague and to Nice. Back at the hotel, they packed their 
EDJV�IRU�0DGULG��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�-XO\��/pR�DQG�(UQHVWLQH�OHIW�RQ�WKH�
HDUO\�WUDLQ�IRU�0DGULG��DUULYLQJ�E\�������ഩຩ. There they visited 
the US Consulate, where they were told they needed a letter of 
recommendation from the Dutch Consul. They left, and returned 
after getting the appropriate letter. Then they were told that 
they needed to provide evidence of the total funds in their bank 
DFFRXQW��6R�WKH\�ZHQW�WR�WKH�SRVW�R˩FH�«

:LWK�DOO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�˥QDOO\�PHW��RQ�WKH���WK�RI�-XO\�������
Léo and Ernestine were granted visitor visas for the USA. In the 
following few days, they arranged their passage to New York. 
'XULQJ�WKHLU�˥QDO�GD\V�LQ�(XURSH��WKH�FRXSOH�YLVLWHG�WKH�'XWFK�
Legation to say goodbye, and gave their forwarding address in 
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New York. With their exit visas granted, they sent a telegram to 
Claire in Nice, and their news to Léo’s mother in the Hague and 
other relatives.

The parents packed their bags and, on the 2nd of August, 
WUDYHOOHG�E\�WUDLQ�WR�%LOEDR�LQ�QRUWKZHVW�6SDLQ��DUULYLQJ�DW���༈ຩ. 
They spent the next day in Bilbao, unable to exchange Spanish 
currency. 

)LQDOO\�� DW� PLGQLJKW� RQ� WKH� �WK� RI� $XJXVW� ������ /pR� DQG�
Ernestine Mesritz boarded the ship that would take them to 
safety in New York.
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Life Under OccupationLife Under Occupation

Afull description of life in the Netherlands during World 
:DU¬ ,,� LV� EH\RQG� WKH� VFRSH� RI� WKLV� ERRN�� EXW� WKLV� EULHI�

overview of events provides context for Jean and Denis’ 
UHVLVWDQFH�DFWLYLWLHV��0XFK�PRUH�LV�DYDLODEOH��IURP�PDQ\�GL˯HUHQW�
perspectives.

England and France had declared war on Germany on the 
�UG� RI� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ EXW� WKH� JHQHUDO� IHHOLQJ� DPRQJ� 'XWFK�
people at that time was that Germany would not declare war on 
the Netherlands — after all, they had not done so in World War 
I. Nonetheless, people were nervous, and Jean and his friends 
Karel and Erik Michielsen, who were all in the reserve army, were 
called up regularly for training. 

(DUO\� RQ� WKH� PRUQLQJ� RI� WKH� ��WK� RI� 0D\� ������ *HUPDQ\�
invaded the Netherlands. The Nazis had not declared war, 
SODQQLQJ� WR� FDWFK� WKH�'XWFK� R˯�JXDUG�� DQG� WKH\� VXFFHHGHG� LQ�
isolating the head of the Dutch army. The Germans wanted 
control of the airports and the city of the Hague, and they 
expected the Dutch to capitulate on the same day. According to 
(ULN�+D]HOKR˯ in Soldier of Orange, Queen Wilhelmina, one of the 
few at the time who appreciated the extent of the Nazi threat,  
woke her daughter at 4 ഩຩ, saying simply, They have come. 
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Dutch airbases were attacked by Nazi air force bombers, 
airborne troops landed in the western part of the country, and 
Dutch lines were breached. Two members of the Dutch cabinet 
˧HZ� WR� /RQGRQ� WR� VROLFLW� KHOS�� ZKLOH� 'XWFK� SROLFH� FRQGXFWHG�
mass arrests of Nazis and communists. French and English army 
units arrived in support of the Netherlands, and three days of 
˥HUFH�˥JKWLQJ�IROORZHG��

Queen Wilhelmina and the royal family were in danger of 
FDSWXUH� E\� WKH�1D]LV�� 2Q� 6XQGD\� WKH� ��WK� RI�0D\�� WKH� 4XHHQ��
accompanied by François van ’t Sant and Crown Princess Juliana 
DQG� KHU� IDPLO\�� WUDYHOOHG� WR� WKH� +RRN� RI� +ROODQG�� $W� ��� ༈ຩ, 
Princess Juliana and her family left the Netherlands aboard the 
British destroyer HMS Codrington. The following day, Cabinet 
advised Queen Wilhelmina to leave as well, which she did, aboard 
the HMS Hereward�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�0D\��$OWKRXJK�WKH�'XWFK�4XHHQ�
had retreated, and military resistance by her armed forces was 
not an option, she continued to reign, and the Dutch government 
to govern (to an extent) from British soil. 

Like other members of the Dutch Royal House of Orange-
Nassau, Major General François van ’t Sant (Head Commissioner 
RI�3ROLFH��D�OHDGLQJ�LQWHOOLJHQFH�˥JXUH��DQG�D�FRQ˥GDQW�RI�4XHHQ�
Wilhelmina) had to leave his wife and daughter behind. In 
the exiled Dutch government in London, Van ’t Sant served as 
Private Secretary to Queen Wilhelmina and Head of the Dutch 
central intelligence service, which was tasked with gathering 
information, supporting a domestic Dutch resistance, and 
committing sabotage in the German-occupied Netherlands. 
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+LV¬KRXVH�LQ�WKH�+DJXH�ZDV�FRQ˥VFDWHG�E\�WKH�¶6LFKHUKHLWVGLHQVW·�� 
DQG�XVHG�DV�DQ�R˩FH��LWV�FHOODU�ZDV�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�WRUWXUH�FKDPEHU��

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�������WKH�*HUPDQ�DUP\�ERPEHG�WKH�FLW\�
of Rotterdam, killing over a thousand civilians, destroying the 
KRPHV�RI���������DQG�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�¶ROG·�FHQWUH�RI�5RWWHUGDP�WR�
rubble. The Germans then threatened to do the same to other 
Dutch cities. Dutch General Henri Winkelman, aware of his 
DUP\·V� OLPLWDWLRQV�³� ��������PHQ�ZHUH�QRW� HQRXJK� WR� GHIHQG�
the entire country, and the Dutch army possessed no tanks and 
ODFNHG�VX˩FLHQW�˥ HOG�DUWLOOHU\�DQG�DQWL�DLUFUDIW�JXQV�³�VLJQHG�WKH�
Dutch capitulation, excluding Zeeland along the Belgian border 
where Dutch, Belgian and French troops continued to battle. The 
1HWKHUODQGV�KDG�IDOOHQ��DIWHU�RQO\�˥YH�GD\V�RI�˥JKWLQJ�

Following the capitulation of the Netherlands’ armed forces, 
Hitler decided neither to take the Dutch army into captivity nor 
to apprehend them as prisoners of war, but to demobilise them. 
+H�GHPDQGHG�IURP�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�R˩FHUV�DQ�¶(UHZRRUG·��ZRUG�
of honour), in which the signatory promised not to take action 
against the interests of the German empire. There was confusion 
DPRQJ� WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�R˩FHUV�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW� WR� VLJQ��
6HYHQW\�RQH�'XWFK�DUP\�R˩FHUV�UHIXVHG�WR�VLJQ�DQG�ZHUH�WDNHQ�
to Germany as prisoners of war. Of those who did sign, many 
later joined illegal organisations in the resistance. Signing the 
¶(UHZRRUG·� FRXQWHG�KHDYLO\� DJDLQVW� WKHVH� R˩FHUV� LI� WKH\�ZHUH�
arrested and convicted of resistance activities by the Nazis.

��  The Sicherheitsdienst (SD) was the intelligence agency and police department 
of the SS and the Nazi Party in Nazi Germany and the occupied territories.
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From the time of invasion, Dutch citizens came under the 
jurisdiction of the ‘Wehrmacht’ (the Nazi armed forces), but 
Wehrmacht control continued for less than a month. Soon a civil 
German government was formed and the Dutch parliament sent 
KRPH��7KLV�GL˯HUHG�JUHDWO\�IURP�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�%HOJLXP��ZKLFK�
remained under harsh German military rule.

7KH� UHDVRQ� IRU� WKH� GL˯HUHQW� WUHDWPHQW� ZDV� WKDW� +LWOHU�
thought highly of the Dutch people, considering them fellow 
members of ‘the Aryan master race’. Hitler’s goal was to make 
the Netherlands part of Germany following the war. With this 
in mind, the transition to Nazi rule in the Netherlands was 
less abrupt and dramatic than in other European countries: 
the German administration initially adopted a ‘velvet glove’ 
approach. Nonetheless, the German occupation killed more people in 
Holland than in any other country of Western Europe. One reason stood 
out: there was nowhere else for the people to go. Squeezed between 
Germany and the sea … the way to England and freedom was blocked by 
… the North Sea.�� 

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� 0D\� ����� LQ� WKH� +DJXH�� QHZO\�DSSRLQWHG�
Reichskommissar�� Seyss-Inquart was installed as the highest 
German authority at a ceremony in the ‘Ridderzaal’ (Knights 
Hall) where, previously, Dutch kings and queens had given 
speeches  at the start of parliamentary sessions. On the 2nd of 
July, General Winkelman, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Netherlands, was arrested and taken to Germany. 
7KHQ�UHIXJHHV�GH˥QHG�E\�WKH�1D]LV�DV�¶QRQ�$U\DQ·�ZHUH�RUGHUHG�

���(ULN�+D]HOKR˯��Soldier of Orange��+RGGHU�DQG�6WRXJKWRQ�������
��  The title of Reichskommissar was given by Adolf Hitler to a number of the 

Nazi governors of occupied countries during World War II. 
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WR� UHJLVWHU�� $QG� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 6HSWHPEHU�� WKH�1D]L� RFFXSLHUV�
formed a Dutch SS unit from Dutch sympathisers. 

7KH� UHODWLYHO\� XQHYHQWIXO� WUDQVLWLRQ� KDG� VHYHUDO� H˯HFWV��
First, although the Dutch people were demoralised by their 
unexpected loss, they relaxed a bit. Many were deceived into 
believing that the Nazi occupation would entail neither great 
hardship nor atrocities. Dutch citizens had been shocked by 
Kristallnacht and the tales of atrocities against Jews in Vienna 
and other cities after Nazi invasion: of Jews forced to get down 
on their hands and knees to scrub the streets, synagogues 
burned to the ground, the rounding up of Jews into ghettos, and 
worse. But very few incidents of this nature happened during 
the initial implementation of German civil administration in 
the Netherlands. Second, Dutch culture and tradition reinforced 
the idea of obedience to the law. These two factors led many 
to believe that all they needed to do was outlast the German 
occupation. Many thought that the war would be short-lived 
and, thus, through a process of apparent cooperation and delay, 
the impact of Nazi occupation on the Dutch, including Dutch 
Jews, would be negligible. 

But it was not long before things changed. 

Impacts on Dutch Jews
The Nazi regime wasted little time in identifying and persecuting 
Dutch Jews. Just four months after the invasion of the 
1HWKHUODQGV��RQ�WKH��VW�RI�2FWREHU�������WKH�1D]LV�SURQRXQFHG�
WKH�¶$U\DQ�'HFODUDWLRQ·��2UGLQDQFH������������7KLV�GHFUHHG�WKDW�
HYHU\RQH�DJHG�˥IWHHQ�\HDUV�DQG�ROGHU�KDG�WR�JHW�D�QHZ�LGHQWLW\�
card that stated their Jewish or non-Jewish status, according 
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WR� UXOHV� VSHFL˥HG� E\� WKH�1D]LV�� -HZV�ZHUH� LVVXHG� D� VSHFLDO� ,'��
non-Jews had to submit a Form A (Aryan). Under the Aryan 
'HFODUDWLRQ��E\�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU��DOO�FLYLO�VHUYDQWV�� WHDFKHUV�
and scholars had to sign a statement declaring their Jewish or 
non-Jewish status. Using these documents, German authorities 
compiled an inventory of who was Jewish and who was not. 

The Aryan Declaration marked the start of a systematic and 
brutal regime of discrimination and maltreatment of Jewish 
people in the Netherlands. First the Dutch civil service was 
forbidden to hire or promote Jews, and then Dutch people with 
Jewish ancestors were dismissed from work. Travel became very 
GL˩FXOW�IRU�WKRVH�GHFODUHG�-HZLVK��LQ�HYHU\�VWUHHW��SROLFH�FRXOG�
ask for your identity papers; Jews were not allowed to use public 
transport; and the ID cards made it much harder for those trying 
to escape persecution to travel throughout Europe without 
getting caught. 

While a minority of Dutch Jews went into hiding, the vast 
PDMRULW\�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�1D]L�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV��,Q�-DQXDU\�������
WKH�˥UVW�'XWFK�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�0DXWKDXVHQ�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�
camp, in Austria. By the end of the war, the Nazis, with assistance 
IURP� ORFDO� FROODERUDWRUV�� KDG� PXUGHUHG� ���� RI� 'XWFK� -HZV��
'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,��D�WRWDO�RI���������-HZV�ZHUH�GHSRUWHG�IURP�
WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�� 2I� WKHVH�� �������� SHULVKHG� LQ� FDPSV� DW� WKH�
KDQGV�RI�WKH�1D]LV��RQO\����VXUYLYHG��6RPH��������-HZV�ZHQW�LQWR�
hiding. While two-thirds of these managed to survive, assisted 
by the Dutch underground,��� WKH� ������� ZKR� ZHUH� GLVFRYHUHG�
were deported and killed.

��  This estimate is from the Holocaust Encyclopedia:  
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-netherlands.
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In addition, the property of many Dutch Jews and other 
-HZLVK� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV� ZDV� FRQ˥VFDWHG�� ,W� ZDV� QRW�
XQWLO�WKH�����V�WKDW�WKH�'XWFK�JRYHUQPHQW�PDGH�Ȕ������PLOOLRQ�
available to compensate the victims and their families.

,Q�HDUO\�������'XWFK�WKHDWUHV�DQG�FLQHPDV�ZHUH� LQVWUXFWHG�
to ban Jews, and the registration of all Jews began. By June of 
WKDW� \HDU�� SXEOLF� EHDFKHV� DQG� SDUNV� ZHUH� R˯�OLPLWV� WR� -HZV��
DQG�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�WKH�1D]LV�FRQGXFWHG�WKH�VHFRQG�URXQG�
up of Amsterdam’s Jews. By October, any Jews who worked 
required special permits, and Jewish university students in the 
Netherlands were banned from student associations. During 
WKH�˥QDO� WZR�PRQWKV�RI������� WKH�'XWFK�UHJLVWU\�RI� WKH�WH[WLOH�
LQGXVWU\�ZLWKGUHZ�WKH�SHUPLWV�RI�������-HZLVK�PHUFKDQWV��DQG�
all non-Dutch Jews were ordered to register for ‘voluntary 
emigration’.

2Q� WKH� �WK� RI� 'HFHPEHU� ������ WKH� .HLWHO� RU� ¶1DFKW� XQG�
Nebel’ (Night and Fog) Decree was issued. This decree meant 
WKDW�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV�LQ�RFFXSLHG�ZHVWHUQ�(XURSHDQ�FRXQWULHV�
could be arrested, and either shot or sent away to concentration 
camps in Germany without trial. All contact with family and 
acquaintances was broken, and these prisoners disappeared, as 
it were, into the night and fog. 

The Nazis formed the Nederlandse Kultuurkamer, an 
organisation tasked with ‘Nazifying’ arts and culture. All artists 
were required to become members if they wanted to exhibit, 
publish or perform. MC Escher, who had returned to the 
Netherlands from Italy, to escape Fascist rule there, was one of 
those who chose not to become a member. And it was during 
the war that his work turned from natural-inspired works to 
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the transforming patterns for which he is now world-famous. 
,QGHHG��KLV������ZRUN�¶'D\�DQG�1LJKW·�FDQ�UHDGLO\�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�
as two opposing visions of Europe’s future.��

,Q�HDUO\�������\RXQJ� -HZLVK�PHQ�ZHUH�VHQW� WR�ZRUN�FDPSV�
within the Netherlands. By spring, all Jews were forced to wear 
a yellow star,�� and Jewish patients at Dutch hospitals began to 
be deported. That summer, another large-scale round-up of Jews 
DJHG�������WRRN�SODFH�LQ�$PVWHUGDP��0DVV�GHSRUWDWLRQ�RI�-HZV�
from the Netherlands to Germany started in July. 

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$SULO�������'XWFK�EHDFKHV�ZHUH�GHFODUHG�R˯�
OLPLWV�WR�FLYLOLDQV��DQG�WKDW�VXPPHU�WKH�˥ UVW�ODUJH�JURXS�RI�'XWFK�
labour conscripts was transported to Germany. In the Hague and 
Rotterdam, the Nazis seized all bicycles.

%\� WKH� VSULQJ� RI� ������ WKH� 1D]L� JULS� RQ� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�
was tightening. Jews married to non-Jews were ordered to be 
sterilised, and Amsterdam’s Jews were ordered to register at 
.DPS�:HVWHUERUN�IRU�GHSRUWDWLRQ��,Q�DXWXPQ��LQ�WKH�˥ QDO�URXQG�
XS�RI�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�LQ�$PVWHUGDP��DQRWKHU��������SHRSOH�ZHUH�
captured and deported.

Dutch universities closed, and Jewish orphans were 
deported, mainly to camps in Poland. The Nazis lengthened the 
'XWFK�ZRUNLQJ�ZHHN�WR����KRXUV��DQG�'XWFK�SK\VLFLDQV�ZHQW�RQ�

��  For some examples of Escher’s WWII works, and further discussion of their 
VLJQL˥FDQFH��VHH��JUHJFRRNODQG�FRP�ZRQGHUODQG������������P�F�HVFKHU�

��  Jews throughout Nazi-occupied Holland, Belgium, France, and Germany 
ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�ZHDU�D�\HOORZ�VWDU��6WDU�RI�'DYLG��DV�D�PHDQV�RI�LGHQWL˥FDWLRQ��
This was not a new idea; since medieval times, many European societies 
had forced their Jewish citizens to wear identifying badges. During WWII, in  
Poland, a white armband with a blue star marked Jewish people, while 
Greece, Croatia, Ukraine, Serbia, and Slovakia used other signs.
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strike against the plan to ‘Nazify’ their profession. Rotterdam 
was bombed again — this time by the Allies, who were trying 
to destroy shipyards being used by the Germans — leaving still 
more Dutch civilians dead or homeless. All former Dutch soldiers 
were ordered into POW camps, and Dutch citizens were ordered 
WR�WXUQ�LQ�DOO�UDGLRV��%\�DXWXPQ�������WKH�*HUPDQV�KDG�RUGHUHG�D�
���KRXU�ZRUNLQJ�ZHHN��/LIH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�YHU\�KDUG�IRU�WKH�'XWFK�
population. 

Dutch Resistance
An early key player in the Dutch resistance was Jewish manual 
arts teacher, tapestry restorer, and carpet weaver, Bernardus 
IJzerdraat, who opposed fascism and communism as early as 
������7KH�GD\�DIWHU�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��,-]HUGUDDW�
SXEOLVKHG� WKH� ˥UVW� HGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� Geuzenbericht (Beggars’ 
Message)��D�UHVLVWDQFH¬SDPSKOHW��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�1RYHPEHU�������
IJzerdraat was arrested in Haarlem. After a show trial, he was 
VKRW� DW� 6FKHYHQLQJHQ� SULVRQ� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI�0DUFK� ������ZLWK�
fourteen other members of the resistance group ‘De Geuzen’ 
(The Beggars),�� and three Amsterdam-based strikers. It is to 

����2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� 0D\� ������ %HUQDUGXV� ,-]HUGUDDW� DQG� RWKHUV� IRXQGHG� ¶'H�
*HX]HQ·��WKH�˥ UVW�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�JURXS�RI�::,,��7KH�RULJLQDO�*HX]HQ�ZHUH�
primarily Calvinist Dutch nobles who resisted Spanish rule in the sixteenth 
century, eventually leading to the establishment of an independent Dutch 
Republic. The rebels had initially been dismissed by a court councillor 
as only ‘des gueux’ or ‘beggars’, and the name was soon adopted by the 
patriots, who swore to remain “loyal to the King, even if it means carrying 
the beggar’s pouch”. Geuzen medals featuring this motto are valued Dutch 
historical artefacts.
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these people that writer Jan Campert dedicated his famous 
poem, De Achttien Doden (The Eighteen Dead). Scheveningen prison 
was soon nicknamed the Oranjehotel (the Orange Hotel) by the 
'XWFK�� LQ� WULEXWH� WR� WKH� PDQ\� UHVLVWDQFH� ˥JKWHUV� LPSULVRQHG�
there. IJzerdraat was posthumously awarded the Dutch Cross of 
Resistance.

Another important leader of the Dutch resistance was 
banker and stockbroker Walraven van Hall. As war broke out, 
Van Hall established a fund to help families of merchant sailors 
who were stranded. He founded the Bank of Resistance and set 
up the Amsterdam Resistance Chapter with his brother Gijs 
(who later became mayor of Amsterdam). Van Hall was initially 
a member of the ‘Nederlandse Unie’ (Netherlands Union), 
IRUPHG� LQ� -XO\������ WR� VWUHQJWKHQ�QDWLRQDO� LGHQWLW\�DQG�EUHDN�
through pre-war polarisation. While the Netherlands Union 
accepted the occupation of the Netherlands as a ‘fait accompli’ 
and therefore cooperated with the German occupiers, Van Hall 
actively opposed the Nazis. The Van Hall brothers, and a number 
RI�RWKHUV��EHJDQ�˥QDQFLDOO\� VXSSRUWLQJ� IDPLOLHV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�
left without income because the breadwinner had been taken 
prisoner or worse. 

In general, however, resistance in the Netherlands grew 
gradually, in response to escalating Nazi oppression. The 
occupiers were unprepared for the primarily non-militaristic 
FKDUDFWHU�RI�WKH�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU�������
after a show of resistance against the German presence in 
Noordoostpolder (a municipality in the central Netherlands), 
���� 'XWFKPHQ� ZHUH� DUUHVWHG� DQG� VHQW� WR� WKH� %XFKHQZDOG�
concentration camp in Germany. 
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Following Himmler’s order to round up Jews in Amsterdam in 
)HEUXDU\� ������ WKH� RXWODZHG� 'XWFK� &RPPXQLVW� 3DUW\� MRLQHG�
with trade unions in protest, and organised a strike demanding 
‘the immediate release of the arrested Jews’. The strike spread 
quickly, with transport and dock workers also stopping work. 
The Germans retaliated with force, but the strike continued to 
VSUHDG�DQG���������SHRSOH�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�ZKDW�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�
‘the February strike’ — one of the few large-scale protests made 
anywhere by non-Jews against Jewish persecution during WWII.

One of the most widespread resistance activities was 
hiding and sheltering refugees and enemies of the Nazi regime, 

Figure 16: Dutch banker and stockbroker Walraven van Hall founded the 
Bank of Resistance. In 1944, Van Hall became leader of the National Support 
Fund (NSF) that supported a variety of resistance groups and underground 
papers.
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which included concealing Jewish families, underground 
operatives, draft-age Dutchmen, and — later in the war — Allied 
aircrew. Collectively, these people in hiding were known as 
‘onderduikers’ (under-divers). 

The main organisation coordinating their support and 
protection was the Landelijke Organisatie Voor Hulp Aan 
Onderduikers (National Organisation for Help to People in 
Hiding), referred to as the ‘LO’. Founder Helena Kuipers-
Rietberg became increasingly involved as more and more Jews 
were rounded up and taken away. Helena was aided by the 
Reformed church Reverend Fritz Slomp, who was instrumental 
LQ� HQFRXUDJLQJ� SHRSOH� WR� R˯HU� UHIXJH� LQ� WKHLU� KRPHV�� 7KH� /2�
helped save thousands of people during WWII.

Around this time, Dutch businessman Jean Hendrik Weidner, 
ZKR�KDG�˧ HG�IURP�3DULV�DIWHU�WKH�*HUPDQ�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�QRUWKHUQ�
)UDQFH� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU� ����� WR� /\RQ�� LQ� 9LFK\� )UDQFH�� IRXQGHG�
an escape network that would later become known as ‘Dutch–
Paris Resistance’. With its headquarters at Weidner’s Lyonnaise 
textile business, the Dutch–Paris Resistance network comprised 
DERXW�����SHRSOH�DQG�KDG�WLHV�WR�WKH�'XWFK��%HOJLDQ��DQG�)UHQFK�
UHVLVWDQFH��%HWZHHQ������DQG�������WKH�'XWFK²3DULV�5HVLVWDQFH�
UHVFXHG� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ������ SHRSOH� IURP� WKH� 1D]LV�³�PRVWO\�
Jews, resisters, labour draft evaders, and downed Allied aviators 
³�DQG�GXULQJ� WKH�FRXUVH�RI� WKH�ZDU�� WKH\�HQDEOHG�DERXW�������
people to reach Switzerland and Spain.

Dutch churches resisted the Nazis on another front. As had 
happened in Germany, the ranks of the clergy in the Netherlands 
ZHUH� WKLQQHG� WKURXJK� QXPHURXV� DUUHVWV�� $URXQG¬ 400 Roman 
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&DWKROLFV� ZHUH� DUUHVWHG� ���� RI� WKHP� QHYHU� UHWXUQHG��� WKH�
1HWKHUODQGV� 5HIRUPHG� &KXUFK� ORVW� ���� PHPEHUV� ���� GLHG� LQ�
FDSWLYLW\��� DQG� WKH�PXFK� VPDOOHU� 5HIRUPHG� &KXUFKHV� ORVW� ����
members (of whom 20 did not return). Many leaders in Dutch 
society at large shared a similar ordeal, but none were targeted 
like the Jewish community.

Many young people were forced to work against their will in 
the German war industry, and all Dutch men between the ages 
RI����DQG����ZHUH�UHTXLUHG� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH�'XWFK�/DERXU�
Service for six months.

Among the underground leaders of the domestic Dutch 
resistance were members of the Boissevain family. Jan ‘Canada’ 
Boissevain and his two eldest sons, Jan-Karel and Gideon, became 
involved in armed responses, particularly in the resistance 
JURXS�&6����7KHLU�PRWKHU��0LHV�%RLVVHYDLQ�YDQ�/HQQHS��DQG�WKH�
third son, Frans, organised to hide, feed, and smuggle out many 
Jewish children and families. Jan-Karel and Gideon were shot by 
the Nazis, and Jan perished in a concentration camp; Mies and 
Frans barely survived a terrible year in concentration camps.��

Cornelia Willemina Boissevain, Jan’s sister, married Denis 
Mesritz (Léo’s brother). So Jean and Denis were linked by 
marriage to this family who worked so hard to resist the Nazis. 
Cornelia became a much-loved aunt and great aunt to the Mesritz 
IDPLO\�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��,Q�������¶7DQWH�7ROO\·��DV�,�NQHZ�KHU��VKRZHG�

����-RKQ� 7HSSHU�0DUOLQ�� ������WW2 | 6. Armed Resistance: Jan Canada and Sons 
�8SGDWHG���)HE�������KWWSV���FLW\HFRQRPLVW�EORJVSRW�FRP���������DFWLYH�
resistance-to-nazis-jan-canada.html
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me great kindness when I was sent as a young child to regain my 
health in the Swiss mountains.

Resistance Press

)ROORZLQJ� *HUPDQ� RFFXSDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 0D\� ������ WKH�
Nazis quickly took control of the Dutch media. They enforced 
censorship and began producing Nazi propaganda. In response, 
independent Dutch citizens published their own uncensored, 
illegal papers. These papers were cherished by the population, 
DQG�ZHUH�EHWWHU�WUXVWHG�WKDQ�WKH�R˩FLDO�SXEOLFDWLRQV��

The Drion brothers, Jan and Huib, were writers and lawyers 
who found the compromising of freedom of expression under 
German occupation unbearable. The Drions chose to resist with 
words (rather than by sabotage, espionage or shooting). As early 
DV�$XJXVW�������WKH\�VWDUWHG�ZRUN�RQ�DQ�LOOHJDO�VWXGHQW�PDJD]LQH��
Called De Geus (The Beggar) in reference to the original Geuzen 
UHEHOV��WKH�˥UVW�LVVXH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�2FWREHU�������WKH�˥QDO�LVVXH��
1R������LQ�������

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� )HEUXDU\� ������ WKH� ˥UVW� LVVXH� RI� 'XWFK�
resistance paper Het Parool (the Watchword) was released. Het 
Parool became one of the most trusted Dutch newspapers by the 
end of the war and in the post-war period, when newspapers 
that had collaborated with the German occupier were banned 
from publication. Het Parool remains in publication today. 

,Q�������˥QDQFLHU�:DOUDYHQ�YDQ�+DOO�EHFDPH� WKH� OHDGHU�RI�
the National Support Fund (NSF). The fund supported resistance 
groups and papers, including Het Parool (the Watchword), Vrij 
Nederland (Free Netherlands), and Trouw (Loyalty) — a Protestant 
illegal paper. Publishing was always irregular, due to a lack 
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RI¬SDSHU�� ,Q� ������ WKH�1D]L� RFFXSLHUV� WULHG� WR� VWRS�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
E\�URXQGLQJ�XS�DQG�LPSULVRQLQJ�VRPH����FRXULHUV�RI�Trouw and 
LVVXLQJ�DQ�XOWLPDWXP��WKH�HGLWRUV�GLG�QRW�JLYH�LQ��$OO����SHRSOH�
captured were executed, just for handing out illegal papers.

De Kern (The Core��ZDV� HVWDEOLVKHG� LQ� )HEUXDU\� ������ZKHQ�
contact meetings began among representatives of various 
resistance organisations, such as the Ordedienst (OD), the 
Landelijke Knokploegen (LKP) (also known as ‘the thugs’), the 
National Committee of Resistance (NC), the National Support 
Fund (NSF), the Raad van Verzet (RVV, Council of Resistance), the 
Identity Card Centre (PBC),�� and the Protestant Trouw group. De 
Kern’s goal was to improve mutual cooperation. 

University Resistance

,Q�-XQH�������Benjamin Marius Telders, Professor of International 
Law at Leiden University and Chair of the Liberal State Party, 
published a series of four articles in the Nieuwe Rotterdamsche 
Courant (New Rotterdam Courier). From the outset, Telders 
drew a clear line — he was willing to cooperate with and obey 
the German occupiers, provided that they complied with all 
international rules and norms, and allowed the Dutch people 
the freedom to preserve their own beliefs and traditions. In his 
articles, Telders detailed how the Dutch should behave under 
the new circumstances and where the boundaries of the German 
powers lay. If the occupying power exceeded these limits, 

��  Forged identity cards were vital to every aspect of resistance work. The 
Persoonsbewijzencentrale (PBC), or Identity Card Centre, produced around 
������� FRXQWHUIHLW� LGHQWLW\� FDUGV� GXULQJ� ::,,�� ZZZ�WUDFHVRIZDU�FRP�
DUWLFOHV������5DLG�RQ�WKH�3RSXODWLRQ�5HJLVWU\�RI�$PVWHUGDP�KWP
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Telders argued, civil servants, for example, would have the right 
to refuse to cooperate.20 

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������3URIHVVRU�7HOGHUV��3URIHVVRU�3�6FKROWHQ��
and the politician and journalist Dr Herman Bernard Wiardi 
Beckman published the brochure Den Vaderland Ghetrouwe 
(Faithful to the Fatherland���D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WKUHH�GH˥DQW�OHFWXUHV��
Telders emphasised that the Netherlands wanted to remain 
a country of democracy, freedom and justice. This publication 
appeared legally and gained wide circulation, much to the 
annoyance of the German administration. 

In November, Professor Telders organised a protest after 
KDYLQJ� KHDUG� WKDW� -HZLVK� VWD˯� DW� /HLGHQ� 8QLYHUVLW\� ZRXOG� EH�
˥UHG�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKHLU� KLJKO\� HVWHHPHG� FROOHDJXH�� 3URIHVVRU�
Eduard Maurits Meijers.��� $W� ��� ഩຩ�RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI�1RYHPEHU��
fellow lecturer in law Professor Rudolf Pabus Cleveringa delivered 
an inspirational address, in which he protested against the 
German occupation’s orders to dismiss Jewish colleagues.22 That 
afternoon, Cleveringa was arrested and taken to the Oranjehotel. 
The professor had anticipated this, and came to work with a bag 
DOUHDG\�SDFNHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+D]HOKR˯��LQ�Soldier of Orange. 

20  CM Schulten. Zeg mij aan wien ik toebehoor [Tell me to whom I belong]. 
5LMNVLQVWLWXXW� YRRU� 2RUORJVGRFXPHQWDWLH�� ������ S�� ����� 7UDQVODWHG� IURP�
Dutch by Tineke Schoonens.

��  Professor Eduard Maurits Meijers was sent to camps throughout the war 
but survived. After the war, he was asked by royal order to design a new civil 
code for the Netherlands.

22  View Professor Cleveringa’s ‘Protest Address’ at www.universiteitleiden.
nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/oraties/cleveringa-oratie/teksten/
protest-speech-rudolph-cleveringa.pdf.
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6WXGHQWV� DW�'HOIW�&ROOHJH�DQG�/HLGHQ�8QLYHUVLW\�KHOG�D� ���
KRXU�VWULNH�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKHLU�-HZLVK�SURIHVVRUV�³�WKH�˥UVW�LQ�D�
series of strikes against such decrees. Leiden students also typed 
out Cleveringa’s lecture and, led by a student named André 
Koch, circulated it to universities throughout Holland. Leiden 
University and Delft College were subsequently closed down 
LQGH˥QLWHO\�E\�*HUPDQ�IRUFHV��

,Q�'HFHPEHU�������3URIHVVRU�7HOGHUV�ZDV�DOVR�DUUHVWHG�DQG�
taken to the Oranjehotel.

Figure 17: Professors Telders (left) and Cleveringa (right) who worked 
together to protest anti-Jewish policies at Leiden University. Denis worked 
with Telders in the student resistance, and Jean was incarcerated with both 
professors in the Oranjehotel (Scheveningen prison).

,Q� 0DUFK� ������ 'HQLV� 0HVULW]� RI� *URQLQJHQ� 8QLYHUVLW\�� DQG�
other academics, formed the ‘Council of Nine’ to co-ordinate 
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the resistance among Dutch universities. The Council became 
a consultative body for students of higher education, and 
maintained contact at the inter-academic level across the 
Netherlands. Comprising representatives from the nine cities 
where Dutch universities or technical colleges were located, the 
FRXQFLO� UHSUHVHQWHG� ������� VWXGHQWV�� 'HQLV� DQG� Gustaaf Henri 
(Han) Gelder were foremen, coordinating resistance activities. 
The Council maintained contact with two Dutch resistance 
groups, the LO and the Identity Card Centre (PBC), and produced 
and distributed many illegal resistance papers. 

Armed Resistance

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$XJXVW�������WKH�/DQGHOLMNH�.QRNSORHJHQ��/.3��³�
the National Assault Group of the LO and the ‘crack team’ of the 
'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�³�UHFHLYHG�LWV�˥UVW�ODUJH�DUPV�GURS��$�GHFUHH�
from the Dutch government in exile, in London, merged all 
UHVLVWDQFH�JURXSV�LQWR�RQH��XQL˥HG�˥JKWLQJ�IRUFH�XQGHU�FHQWUDO�
command. As Allied troops — the ‘Prinses Irene Brigade’�� 
(Royal Dutch Brigade) among them — inched their way toward 
Dutch soil, the Dutch resistance movement formed itself into an 
underground army. At the start it was ill-equipped and poorly 
trained, but this army matured quickly in its ongoing battle with 
an enemy that had never observed any international conventions 

����7KH�3ULQVHV�,UHQH�%ULJDGH�ZDV�D�'XWFK�DUP\�XQLW�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������DQG�
GHFRPPLVVLRQHG�LQ�������DIWHU�WKH�HQG�RI�::,,��,W�FRQVLVWHG�RI�'XWFK�WURRSV�
outside the Netherlands, and volunteers from many countries, including 
Dutch emigrants and their children. The brigade was based in England and 
Canada, and was involved in action during the liberation of France, Belgium 
and the Netherlands.
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RI�ZDU��,I�FDXJKW��UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV�IDFHG�FHUWDLQ�GHDWK��,Q�VSLWH�
RI�DOO�WKLV��YDFDQFLHV�FDXVHG�E\�DUUHVWV�ZHUH�˥OOHG�TXLFNO\��HYHQ�
ZKHQ�WKH�*HUPDQV�LQWHQVL˥HG�WKHLU�RSSUHVVLRQ��

Food Rationing and the Hunger Winter
2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ MXVW� IRXU� PRQWKV� DIWHU� WKH�
German invasion, meat rationing began in the Netherlands. 
%\�$SULO� ������PLON� DQG� SRWDWRHV�ZHUH� DOVR� UDWLRQHG�� %\� -XQH��
natural gas and electricity were rationed.

7KH� 1D]L� RFFXSDWLRQ� ODVWHG� ˥YH� \HDUV�� ZLWK� GHYDVWDWLQJ�
consequences for all Dutch people, culminating in the ‘Hunger 
:LQWHU·� �1RY� ����� WR� $SU� ������� ,Q� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ D� 'XWFK�
railway strike was called, to try to disrupt German troop 
movements. The Germans retaliated with a blockade of food and 
coal supplies to the Netherlands, and people starved. 

,Q�ODWH�'HFHPEHU�������*HUPDQ\�RUGHUHG�PHQ�DJHG����WR����
years old to report for labour conscription. In a two-day roundup 
for forced labour in Rotterdam and Schiedam, the Germans 
FDSWXUHG� �������PHQ�� DQG� WKHVH� ODUJH�VFDOH�PDQKXQWV� IXUWKHU�
terrorised the population. Amsterdam closed its famous city 
park, Vondelpark, to visitors after people in starving households 
cut down most of its trees for fuel. Hunger drove many — 
including the elderly, women and children — on long treks in 
search of food, often with no success. 

%HWZHHQ� ������� DQG� ������� SHRSOH� GLHG� GXULQJ� WKH�
Hunger Winter, mostly in the cities. Children were sent to the 
countryside, people burnt their furniture to keep warm, and 
some had nothing to eat but sugar beets and tulip bulbs (with 
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WKH�SRLVRQRXV�FHQWUHV¬UHPRYHG���%\�)HEUXDU\�������DGXOWV�ZHUH�
OLPLWHG� WR� ���� FDORULHV� D� GD\�� DQG� HYHQ� WKH� EODFN�PDUNHW� ZDV�
empty of food.24

24��¶7KH�+XQJHU�:LQWHU��7KH�'XWFK� IDPLQH�RI�����²��·�E\�$LOLVK�/DORU��Dutch 
Review�����)HEUXDU\�������
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Chapter 4

Jean’s ResolveJean’s Resolve

WKHQ� /pR� DQG� (UQHVWLQH� PRYHG� WR� 3DULV� LQ� ����� ZLWK�
Lucien and Claire, their two younger sons (eleven-year-

old Jean and nine-year-old 
Denis) remained in Holland 
with their grandmother, 
Madame Mulder. Maybe the 
boys stayed to keep their 
grandmother company, 
maybe to complete their 
Dutch education — we don’t 
know for sure. Madame 
Mulder’s comfortable home 
was located in a prestigious 
neighbourhood, at Cornelis 
+RXWPDQVWUDDW�����WKH�+DJXH��
only a few blocks from the 
beautiful ‘Haagse bos’ (the 
Hague Forest) and the ‘Huis 
ten Bosch’, one of three royal 
palaces.

Figure 18: Léo’s mother, Madame 
Maria Mesritz-Mulder, proudly 
escorted by grandson Jean Mesritz.
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2Q�KLV�˥UVW�GD\�RI�PLGGOH�VFKRRO��LQ�DERXW�������\RXQJ�-HDQ�
Mesritz shared a bench seat with (ULN�+D]HOKR˯. It was the start 
of a close friendship. In his memoir, Soldier of Orange, Erik recalls 
that Jean was much admired and looked up to by their school 
friends. Describing Jean as a handsome, well-built fellow, Erik 
recalled how the pair had gone on to high school together and 
maintained their friendship afterwards. Girls often fell for Jean 
³�IRU�KLV�LQWHOOLJHQFH��OLJKW�H\HV�DQG�˥QH�FRPSOH[LRQ�³�DQG�KH�
was Erik’s mentor on such matters; he knew how to get on with 
women and make them feel safe. 

Jean was a robust, outgoing young man. For a while, the 
two young men took boxing lessons together, yet among his 
university friends, Jean was known as a calm and gentle giant. 
Serious enough about defending his country to have enlisted in 
WKH�5R\DO�1HWKHUODQGV�$UP\�5HVHUYH�LQ�������DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��
Jean enrolled in law at the prestigious Leiden University.

7KH�0HVULW]�DQG�+D]HOKR˯�IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�DPRQJ�PDQ\�'XWFK�
families from the East Indies who returned to Holland in the years 
before World War II. Léo Mesritz had been born in Semarang, 
,QGRQHVLD�� ,Q� WKH� QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� (ULN�+D]HOKR˯�ZDV� ERUQ� LQ�
Surabaya, Java; and Karel and Erik Michielsen in Padang, Sumatra. 
These families mainly lived in the same neighbourhood in the 
+DJXH��ZHUH�DˬXHQW��DQG�NQHZ�HDFK�RWKHU�ZHOO��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�
����V��WKH�¶'HQ�+DDJ·�\RXQJVWHUV�IRUPHG�D�FORVH�FRPPXQLW\��

7KH� JURXS� LQFOXGHG� WKH� 0HVULW]� EURWKHUV�� (ULN� +D]HOKR˯��
Lodo van Hamel (also known as Ludo), and brothers Karel and 
Erik Michielsen. Karel got to know them a little later, having lived 
LQ�%DWDYLD�LQ�WKH�(DVW�,QGLHV�IURP�����²����-HDQ�ZDV�HVSHFLDOO\�
FORVH� WR� (ULN� +D]HOKR˯�� ZKLOH� /RGR� ZDV� FORVHU� WR� -HDQ·V� ROGHU�
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EURWKHU�¬ /XFLHQ�� 'HQLV�� EHLQJ� \RXQJHU�� ZDV� OHVV� LQYROYHG� ZLWK�
that group of friends. 

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������-HDQ�DQG�KLV�IULHQGV�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�DQG�
Karel Michielsen, among others, enrolled at Leiden University. 
$V�+D]HOKR˯�QRWHG��The idea of going through life without a degree 
did not appeal to any of us. Leiden was ‘the university’ for lawyers, 
and Jean’s father, Léo, had attended Leiden many years earlier. 
You could specialise in international law, maritime law, or family 
law, but it was said that lazy students studied general law, as it 
looked good on your resumé when going for a job. 

All of the boys had plenty of free time to enjoy student 
life and joined the Leiden University student association, the 
0LQHUYD�&OXE��)RUPHG�LQ�������WKH�0LQHUYD�SULGHV�LWVHOI�RQ�EHLQJ�
the oldest student association of the Netherlands.

Figure 19: The ‘Den Haag’ children grew up messing about in boats. Here 
two of the Mesritz boys take the oars. 
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In the same month as enrolling at university, nineteen-
year-old Jean enlisted in the 2nd Regiment of the Mounted 
Field Artillery of the Royal Netherlands Army. He particularly 
ORYHG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KRUVHV��)URP�WKH���WK�RI�6HSWHPEHU�KH�
was a normal soldier from the municipality of the Hague, with 
$UP\� 5HJLVWUDWLRQ� 1R�� �������������� XQGHU� QXPEHU� ������ %\�
HDUO\� 'HFHPEHU�� -HDQ� ZDV� DSSRLQWHG� WR� WKH� 2˩FHUV� 6FKRRO� DW�
Ede with the rank of Corporal, and by the following March he 
was promoted to Sergeant Titular. Six months later, Jean was 
promoted again to Sergeant, before being sent home for leave 
RQ�WKH��QG�RI�6HSWHPEHU������

-HDQ·V�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�1D]L�UHJLPH�UDQ�GHHS��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�
1RYHPEHU������³�WKH�QLJKW�DIWHU�.ULVWDOOQDFKW�³�-HDQ�FOLPEHG�
on top of a table at the Minerva Club and asked everyone present 
to think about what was happening with Hitler and the Jews. In 
KLV�PHPRLU��+D]HOKR˯�UHFRUGV�WKDW�KH�ZDV�TXLWH�VXUSULVHG��DQG�
always maintained his belief that he had never before that night 
realised that Jean was Jewish: Jean Mesritz, Jewish? It had simply 
QHYHU�FRPH�XS��$QG�ZK\�VKRXOG�LW"�:KDW�GL˯HUHQFH�GLG�LW�PDNH" After 
Jean’s actions, some Minerva members thought him out of line, 
bringing the Jewish matter up uninvited. 

Karel Michielsen later described Jean as a policy-minded, but 
uncompromising student heavyweight champion. He loved Paris and 
6FKHYHQLQJHQ�� EXW� LQ˥QLWHO\� PRUH� ZLWKRXW� .UDXWV�� ZKRP� KH� KHOG� LQ�
intense contempt.�� 

The Mesritz family had not been practising Jews for three 
generations, and it is impossible for me to know if they still felt 

��  Karel Michielsen. Bygone Glory. Unpublished memoirs, courtesy of Karel 
0LFKLHOVHQ�MXQLRU�������
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themselves part of the Jewish community. It does seem, from 
the records, that some people considered Jean to be Jewish. In 
WKH�1HWKHUODQGV� LQ� ������ EHLQJ� -HZLVK�GLG�QRW�KDYH� DQ\� JUDYH�
implications, but this would soon change.

,Q� -DQXDU\� ������ -HDQ�ZDV� SURPRWHG� WR�.RUQHW� DV� D� MXQLRU�
3UREDWLRQDU\�2˩FHU��WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�D� MXQLRU�&RPPLVVLRQHG�
2˩FHU� LQ� WKH� %ULWLVK� V\VWHP��� )ROORZLQJ� IXUWKHU� WUDLQLQJ�� KH�
returned home again for leave in June. 

Invasion

The Nazis began planning their invasion of Poland. Great Britain 
guaranteed that they would come to the assistance of Poland 
LI� *HUPDQ\� DWWDFNHG�� ,Q� 0D\� ������ WKH� 'XWFK� JRYHUQPHQW�
DGPLWWHG�WR�KDUERXULQJ�������*HUPDQ�UHIXJHHV��%\�WKH���WK�RI�
August, Jean was called back to the army for war mobilisation. 
Erik Michielsen was also drafted into military service, after four 
years of study. The Dutch government had started to realise that 
Germany might invade the Netherlands.

2Q� WKH� �VW� RI� 6HSWHPEHU� ������ WKH� *HUPDQ� EDWWOHVKLS�
Schleswig-Holstein opened bombardment on the Westerplatte, 
D� 3ROLVK� PLOLWDU\� EDVH�� ˥ULQJ� ZKDW� ZHUH�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� PDQ\�
VRXUFHV�� WKH� ˥UVW� VKRWV� RI�:RUOG�:DU� ,,�� 7KUHH� GD\V� ODWHU�� WKH�
Dutch government issued a ‘Declaration of Neutrality’. On the 
�UG�RI�6HSWHPEHU��(QJODQG�DQG�)UDQFH�GHFODUHG�ZDU�RQ�*HUPDQ\��
The Dutch assumed that they would remain neutral, as they 
had during World War I. Some even say that, initially, the Dutch 
government were unsure whether they would need to defend 
their country against England or Germany.

By October, the Dutch government had established a camp 
at Westerbork in the north-eastern Netherlands to intern Jewish 
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refugees who had entered the country ‘illegally’. Meanwhile, 
at Leiden University, most Minerva members remained 
XQFRQFHUQHG� DERXW� D� SRVVLEOH� FRQ˧LFW�� /DWHU� WKDW� PRQWK�� WKH�
Dutch government ordered the Royal Army to prepare for war. 
2Q� WKH���WK�RI�'HFHPEHU������� -HDQ�ZDV�JUDQWHG� VSHFLDO� OHDYH�
from the army to study. 

---

:KHQ�1D]L�*HUPDQ\�LQYDGHG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�
������.RUQHW�-HDQ�0HVULW]�ZDV�VHUYLQJ�LQ�WKH�5R\DO�1HWKHUODQGV�
Army. During the Battle of the Grebbeberg, which began the 
following day, of the Leiden University set, only Erik Michielsen 
saw action. Throughout May, Michielsen manned command 
SRVWV�DW�YDULRXV�EULGJHV�DQG�DW�9DONHQEXUJ�DLU˥HOG��EHIRUH�EHLQJ�
demobilised at the end of the month.

,Q� WKH� +DJXH�� (ULN� +D]HOKR˯� DQG� .DUHO� 0LFKLHOVHQ� ZHUH�
growing increasingly angry. Many high-ranking and well-to-do 
'XWFK�OHDGHUV�KDG�˧HG�WR�(QJODQG��DQG�ZHUH�VLWWLQJ�WKHUH�EHLQJ�
paid great wages, yet apparently doing nothing to help the Dutch 
people as the invaders advanced. Jean’s friends wanted to work 
IRU�WKH�'XWFK�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�H[LOH�DQG�DFWLYHO\�˥JKW�WKH�1D]LV�

But some parts of the Dutch government were active. In 
/RQGRQ�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�$XJXVW�������WKHLU�¶'HQ�+DDJ·�IULHQG��/RGR�
YDQ�+DPHO��QRZ�D�'XWFK�QDYDO�R˩FHU��ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�WKH�
Dutch government in exile as a spy. Van Hamel had escaped the 
Netherlands during its initial invasion, reaching England by 
WUDZOHU�RQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�RI�0D\��)URP�WKHUH��KH�KDG�
been active in the evacuation of British troops from Dunkirk 
DV�FRPPDQGHU�RI�PRWRUERDW�����ZKLFK�KH�VDLOHG�SURYRFDWLYHO\�
XQGHU�D�'XWFK�˧DJ��
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Major General François Van ’t Sant asked Van Hamel to return 
WR� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV� DV� WKHLU� ˥UVW� VHFUHW� DJHQW�� WR� SUHSDUH� WKH�
ground for a Dutch intelligence service. Lodo was responsible for 
establishing a reliable radio connection to London, and setting 
up an espionage group.

Attempts to Cross to England
2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�������.DUHO�0LFKHOVHQ�FHOHEUDWHG�KLV�ELUWKGD\�
by beginning to plan an escape from the occupied Netherlands. 
Granted leave from the army, Karel planned to go to England, 
ZKHUH�KH�FRXOG�˥JKW�WKH�1D]L�IRUFHV�PRUH�H˯HFWLYHO\��-HDQ�ZDV�
still in active service, so Karel did not include him. 

The plan hinged around Kees van Eendenburg (which translates 
DV�¶'XFNEXUJ·���D�IULHQG�D�OLWWOH�ROGHU�WKDQ�.DUHO��ZKR�RZQHG�D����
foot dinghy, the Bebek (‘Duck’ in Indonesian). It was simple but 
daring: three men would row across to England in the Bebek. 

In Soldier of Orange��(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�UHFDOOV�KRZ�RXWODQGLVK�KH�
thought the idea was: 

Firstly, to outwit the Germans and set sail was impossible, but 
then to cross the murderous North Sea in a little, open, twelve-
foot hull? … the way to England and freedom was blocked by 
more than a hundred miles of statistically the most deadly 
body of water in the world, the North Sea. 

Later, when the terror and counter-terror of occupation 
and resistance convulsed the Netherlands, Britain looked like a 
KDYHQ��EXW�IURP������WR�������WKH�RSSRVLWH�ZDV�WUXH��$V�+D]HOKR �˯
noted, +H�ZKR�FURVVHG�RYHU�PXVW�VDFUL˥FH�DOO�KH�ORYHG��LQFOXGLQJ�KLV�
OLIH��WR�˥JKW�WKH�1D]LV.
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By horse and carriage, Van Eendenburg, Karel Michielsen, and 
Fred Vas Nunes took the Bebek from its inland mooring at the Kaag 
around 20 kilometres away, to the beach near Oegstgeest where 
Van Eendenburg lived. They stored food, water, and life jackets 
with friends who lived on the promenade. The Germans watched 
as the group practised regularly for weeks to get through the 
surf, dressed only in swimming trunks. 

$IWHU�WKH�ERPELQJ�RI�5RWWHUGDP�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�0D\��PRVW�RI�
the Dutch Army surrendered (although not the Navy, nor those 
IRUFHV�˥JKWLQJ�LQ�=HHODQG�RQ�WKH�%HOJLDQ�ERUGHU���7KXV��RQ�WKH�
��WK�RI�-XQH��-HDQ�0HVULW]�ZDV�GHPRELOLVHG�DQG�VHQW�KRPH�WR�WKH�

Figure 20: Brothers Karel (left) and Erik (right) Michielsen. Karel was one of 
the "rst Dutch resistance "ghters to successfully traverse the treacherous 
North Sea, inspiring many other Dutchmen. Erik and Jean Mesritz both tried 
to reach England in 1940; Erik "nally made it in June 1942, and joined the Air 
Force.
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+DJXH�IRU�¶JUHDW�OHDYH·��$V�D�5HVHUYH�2˩FHU��WR�KLV�UHJUHW��-HDQ�
was forced into unemployment because the Royal Netherlands 
Army no longer existed. This was a challenge, as he then had 
no income. Like his friend Karel, Jean sought an opportunity to 
travel to England to participate actively in the war from there, 
but the timing just didn’t work for him to join Karel and his 
friends in their escape attempt. Although his chances of success 
were minimal, Jean wanted to get out of the Netherlands, both 
EHFDXVH�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�OHDUQ�WR�˥JKW�LQ�SODQHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�1D]LV��
and because of his perceived Jewish surname. Jean, with his 
/HLGHQ�IULHQGV��WRRN�WKH�SOXQJH�LQWR�GH˥DQFH�

Soon word came that no more vessels would be allowed on 
Dutch beaches. Although the weather was poor, the young trio 
of resistors — Kees van Eendenburg, Karel Michielsen and Fred 
YDV�1XQHV�³�FRXOG�SRVWSRQH�WKHLU�HVFDSH�QR�ORQJHU��2Q�WKH��WK�RI�
-XO\��WKH\�OHIW�+ROODQG�IRU�*UHDW�<DUPRXWK��VHH�)LJXUH������ When 
the Germans asked them what they were doing, they explained 
that, due to the incoming ban, they would be taking the boat 
WR�6FKHYHQLQJHQ��VRPH����NLORPHWUHV�WR�WKH�VRXWK��DQG�VR�WKH\�
were allowed to leave. By the time the Germans noticed that the 
group was not headed towards Scheveningen, but towards the 
open sea, the Bebek�ZDV�RXW�RI�UDQJH�RI�WKH�1D]L�UL˧HV��

In the Netherlands at the time, only a small proportion of 
Leideners were trying to reach England. Some felt they needed to 
˥QLVK�WKHLU�VWXGLHV�˥UVW��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�WKRXJKW�LW�WRR�GDQJHURXV��

��  When the three men arrived in England, they were received by Queen 
Wilhelmina at Roehampton Park. Without consulting the government, the 
Queen awarded each the Bronze Cross. 
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6WLOO� RWKHUV�� OLNH� (ULN� +D]HOKR˯��
were plotting and planning, but 
˥QGLQJ� OLIH� YHU\� FRQIXVLQJ�� $QG�
when summer’s warmth faded, 
the crossing would become still 
more risky, with storms and cold 
North Sea waters as dangerous as 
Nazi obstruction.

Jean Mesritz and his cohort 
developed aliases: Jean became 
‘Bruno’, Carel Kranenburg was 
known as ‘the Hussar’, Herman 
van Brero�� was ‘Count B’, and 
Erik Michielsen was simply ‘Erik’. 
$V�+D]HOKR˯�UHFRXQWV�LQ�Soldier of 
Orange:

A long-awaited meeting with a man named ‘Bruno’ produced 
my oldest friend from school, Jean Mesritz, a Jewish fellow 
Leidener of great charm and brilliance.

2Q� WKH��WK�RI� -XO\��.DUHO�0LFKLHOVHQ��9DQ�(HQGHQEXUJ�DQG�9DV�
Nunes drew near their destination, Great Yarmouth, and were 
intercepted by the British minesweeper, HMS Grampian. Three 
Leiden men had successfully crossed from the Netherlands to 
Great Britain! In the minds of those in the Dutch resistance, their 

����+HUPDQ� YDQ� %UHUR� HVFDSHG� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV� LQ� 1RYHPEHU� ����� E\� D�
roundabout route, signing on with Chris Krediet as cooks on coastal steamers 
DV�IDU�DV�)LQODQG��WKHQ�FURVVLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG��WR�˥QDOO\�UHDFK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��

Figure 21: Jean Mesritz, the 
‘gentle giant’, was outgoing and 
had many friends. Girls were 
attracted to him, and he knew 
how to get on with them and 
make them feel safe.
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safe crossing shattered Holland’s isolation — the Nazi prison had 
cracked. Their success provided an enormous boost to others 
planning their own crossings, but it also resulted in the Germans 
tightening their security. 

Karel Michielsen was soon called to the exiled Dutch 
JRYHUQPHQW�R˩FHV�RI�9DQ� ·W�6DQW��ZKR�ZDV�SOD\LQJ�D�NH\�UROH�
in combined Dutch–British intelligence operations. During 
their meeting, Van ’t Sant asked Karel to provide a list of those 
he considered trustworthy, and who would be prepared to give 
their lives in the Allied cause. Karel suggested three people: his 
older brother Erik Michielsen, Jan ten Bosch (Iman Jacob Pieter 
van den Bosch), and Jean Mesritz. 

)LQDOO\��,�˥ QLVKHG�P\�OLVW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKRP�,�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�WRWDOO\�
WUXVWZRUWK\�IRU�WKH�$OOLHG�FDXVH�DQG�ZKR·G�VDFUL˥FH�WKHLU�OLIH�
therefore, with the name Jean Mesritz. I served with Jean in 
(GH��+H�ZDV�D�-HZ��˥HUFHO\�DQWL�*HUPDQ��KDWHG�16%�PHPEHUV�
[a Dutch fascist political party] and Nazis and was a champion 
KHDY\� ZHLJKW� DPDWHXU� ER[HU�� ,� KDGQ·W� LQFOXGHG� KLP� LQ� RXU�
Katwijk overwhelming plan as he was still mobilised in the 
service in the East of the country and I hadn’t been able to get 
hold of him during the two days when I was looking for seven 
people. A few weeks later when we were preparing our escape 
with Bebek I was in regular contact with him. I knew that he 
was literally not scared of anything. 

One afternoon when the two of us were walking across the 
5DSHQEXUJ�LQ�/HLGHQ�UHPLQLVFLQJ�DERXW�RXU�ZDU�H[SHULHQFHV��
two girls and a Jew were being bothered by a trio of somewhat 
GUXQN�*HUPDQ�VROGLHUV��-HDQ�LPPHGLDWHO\�˧HZ�XS�DW�WKHP�DQG��
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ZLWK�KLV�LPSRVLQJ�˥JXUH�DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�DWWLWXGH��
the Krauts retreated hastily with their tails between their legs. 
I considered that very courageous behaviour from a man who 
was obviously of Jewish descent and could still impose himself 
on three armed Jew-haters. Consequently, I also included the 
DGGUHVV�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�RI�-HDQ�DQG�ZLWK�WKDW�˥QLVKHG�
P\�˥UVW�OLVW��� 

In the Netherlands, the Nazis were becoming more of a threat. 
Many of Jean Mesritz’s friends began to take notice. They started 
WUDLQLQJ�IRU�ZDU��DQG�TXLWH�D�IHZ�GHFLGHG�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�H˯HFWLYH�
approach would be to get to England as soon as possible. There 
WKH\�FRXOG�WUDLQ� IRU� WKH�$LU�)RUFH�RU�1DY\��DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�˥JKW�
the Nazis.

Jean was deep in conversation with his mentor Jos de Vos, a 
FORVH�IULHQG�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��DERXW�KRZ�EHVW�WR�˥JKW�IRU�IUHHGRP�
for his compatriots. In a letter to Jean and Denis’ parents (my 
JUDQGSDUHQWV�/pR�DQG�(UQHVWLQH�0HVULW]��GDWHG�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�
������'H�9RV�ZURWH��

$V�\RX�NQRZ��-HDQ�ZDV�GHPRELOLVHG�LQ�-XQH�������7KH�*HUPDQV�
had not sent the Dutch army into captivity … in the hope of 
disposing the Dutch in their favour but they did not succeed. 
-HDQ��DV�D�UHVHUYH�R˩FHU��ZDV�WKHQ�IRUFHG�LQWR�XQHPSOR\PHQW��
to his great regret, and was apparently seeking an opportunity 
to go to England to participate actively in the war there. The 
FKDQFH�WR�JR�ZDV�PLQLPDO�� ,Q�$XJXVW�������GXULQJ�RQH�RI�KLV�
YLVLWV� WR� P\� R˩FH�� ,� KDG� D� YHU\� VHULRXV� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� ZLWK�

��  Michielsen, Karel. Bygone Glory. Unpublished memoirs, courtesy of Karel 
0LFKLHOVHQ�-XQLRU�������
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him on this subject and I urged him to be very careful. Our 
conversation ended with his words:

“Right now, there is little chance for me to go to England. So, 
EH�TXLHW��%XW�LI�,�˥QG�D�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLW\��WKHQ�,�ZLOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�
I should do. My parents and my grandmother will understand 
my approach.”

Shortly after this conversation, Jean, Anton de Haseth Möller 
(Anton Muller), Erik Michielsen, and Carel Kranenburg bought 
two canoes. They painted the canoes a dark, inconspicuous 
colour and fastened them together with sturdy crossbars, then 
mounted an outboard motor on the right side. For rations, they 
FROOHFWHG� IRXU� (GDP� FKHHVHV� DQG� ��� EDUV� RI� FKRFRODWH�� 2Q� WKH�
��WK�RI�$XJXVW�������WKH\�WKRXJKW�WKHPVHOYHV�UHDG\�WR�JR��EXW�
WKHQ�(ULN�0LFKLHOVHQ�UDQ�LQWR�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯��

+D]HOKR˯�SURSRVHG�D�GL˯HUHQW�SODQ��7KH�JURXS�PDGH�D�GHDO�
ZLWK�9DQ�GHU�=ZDQ��WKH�VNLSSHU�RI�WKH�6&+�����˥VKLQJ�ERDW��WKH\�
ZRXOG�VWRZDZD\�RQ�ERDUG��7KRXJK�WKH�˥VKLQJ�˧HHW�ZDV�XQGHU�
constant surveillance by German warships, the skipper would 
signal the stowaways when he reached the outer limits of the 
DUHD�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�˥VK��DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG� ODXQFK�WKH�
OLIHERDW��˥WWHG�ZLWK�DQ�RXWERDUG�PRWRU�IRU�WKH�RFFDVLRQ�VR�WKH�
stowaways could motor to within reach of the British. They 
ZRXOG�JLYH�WKH�VNLSSHU�����JXLOGHUV�DV�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��VR�WKDW�KH�
could buy a new boat.

Everything was brought onboard but, just before leaving, 
they were warned by Jean’s friend Chris Krediet�� and the skipper 

����$�IULHQG�RI�-HDQ�0HVULW]��&KULV�.UHGLHW�VXFFHVVIXOO\�UHDFKHG�(QJODQG�LQ������
YLD�WKH�86��DQG�ZRUNHG�RQ�¶&RQWDFW�+ROODQG·�ZLWK�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�WR�HVWDEOLVK�
reliable radio contact throughout the war.
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Figure 22: Jean Mesritz and Carel Kranenburg in Leiden in August 1940, 
during a test paddle for their planned escape to England. They bound two 
canoes together to give more stability for crossing the North Sea.

that two German soldiers would go with them as guards. The 
skipper backed out of the deal and the plan fell through.

7KH� IROORZLQJ� GD\�� WKH� ��WK� RI� $XJXVW�� WKH� VDPH� JURXS�
planned to sneak onto a trawler and steal a lifeboat. They bought 
an outboard engine and provisions, and Jean and another of the 
men took service pistols. Again, their plans were foiled by Nazis 
boarding the boat. 
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Undeterred, the very next day, the four men decided to cross 
in the canoes. But the tiny boats were very risky for the long 
FURVVLQJ�� DQG� FRXOG� RQO\� ˥W� IRXU�� +D]HOKR˯� KDG� DQ� RXWERDUG�
motor and some petrol, so he persuaded them to spend yet more 
PRQH\�DQG�H˯RUW�RQ�D�ODUJHU�ERDW��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�˥ W�DOO�˥ YH�RI�WKHP��
DQG�R˯HU�D�EHWWHU�FKDQFH�RI�VXFFHVV�LQ�WKH�ZHDWKHU�FRQGLWLRQV��
They bought a heavy lapstrake dinghy at De Kaag, and all met 
XS�RQ� WKH� VHD�GXQHV� DW�1RRUGZLMN�� DERXW� ��� NLORPHWUHV� RXW� RI�
Leiden. As they launched the dinghy, Erik Michielsen and Anton 
WRRN�WKH�RDUV��ZKLOH�&DUHO��-HDQ�DQG�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�VDW��

Unfortunately, the winds were very strong, and the sea and 
VXUI�FKRSS\��%RWK�-HDQ�DQG�+D]HOKR˯�EHFDPH�VHULRXVO\�VHDVLFN��
and the boat began to take on water. On reaching open sea, they 
attempted to hook on the motor, but a lateral wave upset the 
boat. Although they managed to right it, the vessel was taking 
on too much water. They jettisoned the engine, but the boat sank 
DQ\ZD\��7KH�JURXS�HQGXUHG�D�WRWDO�RI�˥ YH�DQG�D�KDOI�KRXUV��ERWK�
in and out of the water, before reaching the beach from which 
they had departed. Their dinghy crossing had failed, and they all 
returned to Leiden.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$XJXVW��(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�DORQH��
using a rowboat owned by the Scheveningen Beach Club, which 
WKH� OLIHJXDUGV�XVHG�WR�˧RDW�DURXQG�DPRQJ�WKH�VZLPPHUV��(ULN�
had got hold of a small outboard motor and some illegal petrol, 
but the lids of the petrol cans were not well-secured; when he 
arrived at night to launch the boat, the petrol had gone from the 
bathing shed where the cans were hidden. It turned out that in 
WKH�KHDW��WKH� OLGV�KDG�SRSSHG�R˯��DQG�WKH�VPHOO�RI�SHWURO�JDYH�
away its location. Erik’s friend Gijs, who was not aware of the 
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plan to cross that night, had taken it home for safekeeping. So 
Erik could not go, and they were all very discouraged.

Meanwhile, with the cooperation of the Dutch section 
RI�0,�� �WKH�8.� 6HFUHW� 6HUYLFH��� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� $XJXVW�� 'XWFK�
QDYDO� R˩FHU� /RGR� YDQ� +DPHO� EHFDPH� WKH� ˥UVW� VHFUHW� DJHQW�
dropped into the occupied Netherlands. The RAF parachuted 
9DQ�+DPHO�LQWR�D�EXOE�˥HOG�DW�+LOOHJRP��+H�EURXJKW�ZLWK�KLP�
a transmitter to set up reliable communications between the 
'XWFK�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�WKH�8.�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�UHVLVWDQFH��,Q�KLV�˥UVW�
couple of weeks, Lodo was in almost daily contact with London 
via the transmitter.

On the 2nd of September, Jean, Erik Michielsen, Carel 
Kranenburg, and Anton Muller tried once more to take their two 
canoes across the North Sea, again from Noordwijk. Luckily, they 
ran into Van Brero, who warned them of a new German machine 
gun post right on their path. Due to this, and the approaching 
autumn storms, no further crossing attempts to England could 
EH�PDGH�LQ�������

A couple of weeks later, while walking down a street in the 
Hague, Jean recognised Lodo van Hamel, who was using the alias 
Willem van Dalen. Van Hamel had been a friend of Jean’s older 
brother Lucien, since they had attended the Lyceum�� together. 

Jean immediately guessed the truth about Van Hamel’s 
undercover role, and urged Van Hamel to take him back to 
England with him. Lodo agreed, but only after certain other 
people were brought into the group. Through Lodo, Jean and 
his friends heard various details about the situation in England. 

��  A lyceum is a type of selective secondary school in the Netherlands and 
other European countries.
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Van Hamel knew little more than the others about the recently 
launched German aerial bombardments and the Battle of 
Britain,�� but a few media reports impressed on the group just 
how dangerous it was to hold views against the Nazis. 

By late September, Van Hamel had completed his task and 
was ready to return to London to continue his work for the 
Dutch intelligence service there. His forged passport was of poor 
quality, however, and the risk of arrest was great if it was given 
more than a cursory inspection. 

Jean’s friend, Leiden medical student Hans Hers was 
ZRUNLQJ� IRU�0,��ZLWK�9DQ�+DPHO��DQG�KHOSLQJ� WR�RUJDQLVH� WKH�
all-important return to England. They planned for Van Hamel, 
joined by Jean Mesritz, Marion Smit, and Professor Lourens Baas 
Becking, to be picked up by a seaplane at the Frisian Tjeukemeer 
�/DNH�7MHXNH���ZKLFK�OLHV�DERXW�����NLORPHWUHV�QRUWK�RI�/HLGHQ��
In preparation, Hans Hers, Erik Michielsen, Wim Eggink, and 
others went to Lake Tjeuke, and discovered an excellent landing 
area for the seaplane. 

,Q�D�VWDWHPHQW�RQ���WK�2FWREHU�������+DQV�+HUV�UHFDOOHG�KRZ�
the group had reached Heerenveen, near Lake Tjeuke, the day 
before the planned escape:

I departed at 8 o’clock in the morning by train to Friesland to 
prepare the bare necessities. Van Hamel escorted me to the 
Staatsspoor station in the Hague and he gave me his suitcase 

����7KH�%DWWOH�RI�%ULWDLQ� ���� -XO\�²����2FWREHU�������ZDV�WKH�˥UVW� ODUJH�VFDOH�
military campaign fought by air forces only. Both the Royal Air Force (RAF) 
and the Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm (FAA) defended the UK against the 
/XIWZD˯H��+LWOHU·V�DLU�IRUFH��7KH�%DWWOH�RI�%ULWDLQ�RYHUODSV�¶WKH�%OLW]·��ZKLFK�
IHDWXUHG�QLJKW�DWWDFNV�RQ�FLWLHV�IURP���6HSWHPEHU������WR����0D\������
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with material he had been gathering together. J.C.A. [Jean] 
Mesritz travelled with me to Zwolle. From there, he went to 
Groningen from where he could go to Heerenveen, close to the 
Tjeukemeer. The others, including Van Hamel, were to meet 
in Heerenveen on October 13. The place to meet was the hotel-
restaurant Verminnen, opposite the station.32 

Jean’s Arrest
2Q�WKH�QLJKW�RI�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU�������VHFUHW�DJHQW�9DQ�+DPHO�
and his friends were on high alert. They were out on Lake Tjeuke 
in a small boat, awaiting a Fokker seaplane (T.VIII/W of the 
���QG�'XWFK�6TXDGURQ�5$)��WKDW�ZDV�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�D�GDQJHURXV�
˧LJKW� LQWR� RFFXSLHG� 'XWFK� WHUULWRU\� WR� IHWFK� WKHP�� 7KH� SODQH�
would take them to England to join the Dutch army there. The 
group were disguised as ornithologists, and their cover story 
was that they had come to study bird migration. A suitcase 
containing espionage material was already hidden on one of 
the small islands in the lake. They waited the whole night for 
QRWKLQJ��SLORW�+HLMH�6FKDSHU��R˩FHU�REVHUYHU�5LWWH�DQG�FRUSRUDO�
Van Tongeren could not land because of ground fog — the plane 
˧HZ�RYHU��EXW�OHIW��

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� 2FWREHU� ������ WKH� JURXS� DJDLQ� ZDLWHG� DW�
Lake Tjeuke. Once more, the Fokker was unable to land due 
to low hanging fog. Pilot Schaper made a series of ever-lower 
ODQGLQJ�SDVVHV�RYHU�PRUH�WKDQ�˥IWHHQ�PLQXWHV��EXW�WKH�YLVLELOLW\�
was simply too poor. He had to abort the mission and return to 
England. 

���-)3K�+HUV��¶6WDWHPHQW�PDGH�RQ�2FWREHU���������·��&RXUWHV\�RI�1,2'�
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Figure 23: Lodo van Hamel, the "rst Dutch secret agent dropped into the 
occupied Netherlands. A childhood friend of the Mesritz family, Van Hamel 
was arrested at Lake Tjeuke with Jean, and executed by the Germans at the 
Bussumerheide (near Kamp Crailo) on 16 June 1941. 

But the night-time roar over the lake had been noticed. On 
WKH� PRUQLQJ� RI� ��WK� 2FWREHU�� WZR� 'XWFK� SROLFHPHQ� IURP� WKH�
National Guard appeared and arrested everyone. They tried to 
SHUVXDGH�WKH�SROLFH�R˩FHUV�WR�OHW�WKHP�JR��EXW�RQH�R˩FHU�KDG�
already informed his pro-German superior of the arrest, and 
WKH�1D]LV�KDG�EHHQ�DOHUWHG��7KH�˥YH�FDSWXUHG�FRQVSLUDWRUV�ZHUH�
handed over to the SS, transferred to the House of Custody in 
Leeuwarden, and taken from there to the Oranjehotel prison in 
Scheveningen.

7DONLQJ�ZLWK�JRRG�IULHQG�DQG�IHOORZ�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHU�(ULN�
+D]HOKR˯��(ULN�0LFKLHOVHQ�GHVFULEHG�WKH�DUUHVW��

They got Jean. Also got Ludo van Hamel, who was shot a year 
later by Germans. Ludo never gave a single name. They dressed 
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up as birdwatchers, but a farmer’s wife saw them, thought 
they planned to steal her eel (caught in nets) and alarmed 
WKH� SROLFH�� ZKR� WROG� WKH� *HUPDQV�� $IWHU� WKH� ˥UVW� DWWHPSW�
failed (fog), they were arrested. Pilot Heye Schaper (awarded 
0LOLWDLUH�:LOOHPV�2UGH��FDPH�EDFN�WKH�QH[W�GD\�DQG�ZDV�VKRW�
at. He managed to escape.33 

2Q�WKH�QLJKW�RI�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU��YLVLELOLW\�ZDV�JRRG��VR�6FKDSHU�
tried again to land on Lake Tjeuke, unaware that the group had 
already been arrested. The agreed light signal was observed — 
at least the observer and the telegrapher recognised it as such. 
Schaper landed cautiously and taxied his plane towards a small 
boat in the middle of the lake. When the boat was at a distance of 

���(ULN�+D]HOKR˯��Soldier of Orange.�+RGGHU�DQG�6WRXJKWRQ�������

Figure 24: RAF "ghter pilot Erik Hazelho# was involved in numerous 
undercover missions for the exiled Dutch government during WWII. Close 
childhood friends, Jean and Erik both attempted to reach England in 1940.
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DERXW����PHWUHV��KRZHYHU��VHDUFKOLJKWV�VXGGHQO\�˧DVKHG�RQ�DQG�
WKH�DLUFUDIW� FDPH�XQGHU�˥UH� IURP�DOO� VLGHV��&OHDUO\�� VRPHWKLQJ�
KDG�JRQH�YHU\�ZURQJ��$V�&RUSRUDO�9DQ�7RQJHUHQ�UHWXUQHG�˥UH��
6FKDSHU�DFFHOHUDWHG��WDNLQJ�R˯�LQ�D�ULVN\�]LJ]DJ��4XLFNO\�UHDFKLQJ�
a safe altitude, Schaper set course for Felixstowe. 

It was a narrow escape: two crew members were injured, 
and the Fokker, which had been shot at by a machine gun and 
*HUPDQ�GHIHQFH�UL˧HV��ZDV�EDGO\�GDPDJHG��,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO�DIWHU�
they landed that the crew realised the aircraft had been hit 
approximately forty times. They had killed ten of the German 
soldiers who ambushed them. 

Afterwards, the exiled Dutch army learned that their 
potential passengers had been arrested and handed over to the 
Germans. Unfortunately, the hidden suitcase was also found by 
SROLFH�DQG�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�¶WKH�PR˯HQ·��� Now all of Van Hamel’s 
activities were known. In the papers, the Germans found the 
name Allers: the Allers family were subsequently arrested and, 
in their home, the Germans found some coded messages. 

Van Hamel was held at the notorious Oranjehotel, where 
he was interrogated and tortured for weeks. In an astonishing 
act of resistance, he did not reveal anything about his clients, 
collaborators, or the broadcasting code. The Germans then 
arrested Dutch code specialist Henri Koot, but he declared that 
he was unable to decrypt the messages. It was only when the 
Germans threatened to charge Van Hamel that Koot revealed Van 
+DPHO� KDG� EHHQ� GURSSHG� LQWR� WKH�1HWKHUODQGV� IURP¬ (QJODQG��

����7KH�PR˯HQ��VLQJXODU�PRI��ZDV�D�GHURJDWRU\�'XWFK�WHUP�IRU�*HUPDQV��OLNH�
the French ‘boches’, or the English ‘krauts’.
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The Germans didn’t believe Koot until he pointed them to 
where Van Hamel had buried his parachute. In this way, Koot�� 
provided enough information to protect Van Hamel, but he did 
not provide any further details or names. Koot was released 
after this incident, but remained under close surveillance. He 
WKHUHIRUH�FRQ˥QHG�KLV�UHVLVWDQFH�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�GLVWULEXWLQJ�IRRG�
SDUFHOV��EXW�ZDV�VWLOO�LPSULVRQHG�IRU�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�LQ������

Over the course of World War II, the Germans would detain 
RYHU� ������� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH� 2UDQMHKRWHO� IRU� LQWHUURJDWLRQ� DQG�
prosecution, including members of the Dutch resistance, Jews, 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

---

,Q�ODWH�2FWREHU�������-RV�GH�9RV�UHFHLYHG�ZRUG�WKDW�-HDQ�0HVULW]�
had reached England. A few days later, however, De Vos was 
greatly disappointed when he was called to the Houtmanstraat 
house where Jean’s grandmother, Madame Mulder, nervously 
told him that Jean’s attempt to reach England had failed. 

2Q� WKH���WK�RI�1RYHPEHU�������QHDUO\� ��PRQWKV� DIWHU� /pR�
and Ernestine had set sail for the USA, Léo’s brother Denis sent 
a letter to Léo’s son-in-law, Charles Béliard, giving the terrible 
news. 

��  Henri Koot, a veteran of WWI, was a leader in Dutch cryptography between 
the wars. However, he was dismissed as head of the Cryptographic Bureau in 
������GXH�WR�EXGJHW�FXWV��,Q������KH�ZDV�JLYHQ�WKH�UDQN�RI�5HVHUYH�&RORQHO��
DQG�LQ������ZDV�EURXJKW�LQ�WR�WUDLQ�RWKHU�SHUVRQQHO��EXW�LW�ZDV�WRR�ODWH�WR�
implement his new code system. 

,Q�$SULO�������.RRW�KHOSHG�DYRLG�D�EORRGEDWK�E\�QHJRWLDWLQJ�WKH�*HUPDQ�
capitulation with German Lieutenant General P. Reichelt — for which role 
Koot was temporarily promoted to Reserve Major General. 
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Figure 25: Transcript of letter dated 27 November 1940, from Denis Mesritz 
(Léo’s brother) to Charles Béliard (Léo’s son-in-law), giving news of Jean’s 
capture and imprisonment. Translated by Luc Béliard.
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Jean’s Trial
Months passed before Jean was sent to trial, and he remained at 
WKH�2UDQMHKRWHO�XQWLO�$SULO�������ZKHQ�KH�UHFHLYHG�KLV�VHQWHQFH��
During his detention, Jean recognised people who came through 
WKH�SULVRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�KLV�IULHQG�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�DQG�KLV�OHFWXUHU��
Professor Rudolf Pabus Cleveringa.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�'HFHPEHU�������Professor Benjamin Telders, a 
˥HUFH�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHU�DQG�FROOHDJXH�RI�3URIHVVRU�&OHYHULQJD��
had been arrested and imprisoned at the Oranjehotel. He 
UHPDLQHG� WKHUH� XQWLO� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XQH� ������ VR�PD\� DOVR� KDYH�
crossed paths with Jean.

2Q�WKH��QG�RI�$SULO�������(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�DQG�IHOORZ�UHVLVWDQFH�
˥JKWHU�3DXO�5HQDUGHO�KDG�SODQQHG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�IRU�
England. Unfortunately, they were both arrested by the Germans. 
In Soldier of Orange��+D]HOKR˯�UHFDOOV�WKH�HDUOLHU�DUUHVW�RI�DQRWKHU�
of the Leidener set, Carel Kranenburg:

Carel, meanwhile, sold by Blubber36 for a few guilders, spent 
KLV�˥UVW�QLJKW�LQ�WKH�2UDQMHKRWHO��,�QHYHU�VDZ�KLP�DJDLQ�

At the Oranjehotel, Erik realised that Jean and others he knew 
were also being held there. Thankfully, Erik and Paul regained 
their freedom after only a few days because, they argued, they 
were only having a drink. In Soldier of Orange��+D]HOKR˯�UHFRXQWV�
his arrest and detention at Scheveningen:

����¶%OXEEHU·�ZDV�WKH�DOLDV�RI�D�FRQWDFW�UHFUXLWHG�WR�VXSSRVHGO\�KHOS�+D]HOKR �˯
get to England. Due to his betrayal, Blubber was executed by the Dutch 
Underground.
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We stopped at a small wooden door beside the main gate of 
the Oranjehotel. The blind wall stretched the length of the 
block and around both corners. Through a second entrance 
we stepped into the building and now the view hit me like a 
blow — the long, deserted corridors, the shiny, tiled walls, rows 
of green cell-doors in absolute silence. My heart cramped in 
my chest; were there really people behind those doors? Then 
suddenly, like a clarion call, the realisation: Jean is in here! And 
Lodo! And Carel! And Van Beelen! And Jan and Piet and Dirk 
and Gerard and Robert — friends, some Leideners [a nickname 
for those attending Leiden University], all Hollanders, those 
ZKR�KDG�GDUHG�WR�˥JKW�DQG�ULVN��WKH�EHVW��:KHQ�,�ZDONHG�LQWR�
my solitary cell, I listened proudly for the crunch of the door 
behind me.

$V�(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�OHIW�KLV�FHOO�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�$SULO�������KH�UHFDOOHG�
that, suddenly, someone called his name: 

There, at the far end of Hall C, broom and bucket in hand, stood 
Jean Mesritz. Not another soul was in sight. He put his bucket 
RQ�WKH�˧RRU��OHDQHG�WKH�EURRP�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�VWUHWFKHG�
ERWK�DUPV�LQWR�WKH�DLU�DV�ZLGH�DV�KH�FRXOG��KDQGV�RSHQ��˥QJHUV�
spread. So, he stood motionless between the blind cell-doors, 
D�ZDUP�VPLOH�RQ�KLV�IDFH��LQ�D�VLOHQW��XQEHOLHYDEO\�H[XEHUDQW�
JUHHWLQJ�� ,� ZDYHG� KXUULHGO\� DQG� UXVKHG� RQ�� WHUUL˥HG� WKDW�
someone might still recognise me before the prison walls lay 
behind me. 

It would be the last time Erik ever saw Jean. 
7ZR�GD\V�ODWHU��RQ�WKH��WK�RI�$SULO�������WKH�WULDO�RI�WKH�JURXS�

caught at Lake Tjeuke — Jean Mesritz, Lodo Van Hamel, Hans 
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Hers, Marion Smit, Lourens Baas Becking (a Leiden University 
botany professor), and Jo Allers — was held in the building of 
the Supreme Court of the Hague. Throughout proceedings, Van 
Hamel remained steadfast in refusing to give any information. 
Lodo said, $V�D�JRRG�'XWFK�R˩FHU��,�GHPDQG�WKH�ULJKW�QRW�WR�LQIRUP�WKH�
enemy of what could harm the country.�� 

Jean Mesritz and his fellow prisoners were all found guilty 
of the various charges against them. Van Hamel was sentenced 
to death. Lodo’s closest colleague, Hans Hers, was sentenced to 
three years’ prison. Jo Allers received a ten-year sentence, but 
GLHG�MXVW����PRQWKV�ODWHU��RQ�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU������LQ�+DPHOLQ�
Prison. 

Jean was sentenced to two years of ‘Tuchthuis’, which was 
not a straightforward jail, but a ‘House of Correction’ at either 
Vught camp or Amersfoort police transit camp. His ‘crime’ was 
‘den fortgesetzten Feindbegunstigung’, ‘continuous favouring of 
the enemy’. The Germans had started sentencing people using 
WKHVH�YDJXH�FKDUJHV�DV�HDUO\�DV�������,Q�VRPH�'XWFK�WH[WV��-HDQ·V�
sentence is described as ‘getting into the service of the enemy’. 
Concrete allegations against Jean are recorded as: helping Lodo 
YDQ� +DPHO�� GRQDWLQJ� D� VWD˯� PDS� RI� WKH� +DJXH� WR� +DQV� +HUV�
(on which Hers pencilled in important military objects); and 
assisting Hers to bring Van Hamel’s suitcase (containing all 
kinds of incriminating material) to Heerenveen. 

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XQH� ������ WHQ� GD\V� DIWHU� KLV� ��WK�
ELUWKGD\��/RGR�YDQ�+DPHO�ZDV�H[HFXWHG�E\�˥ULQJ�VTXDG�DW�WKH�
Bussumerheide (near Kamp Crailo). His remains were cremated 

��  Bernard O’Connor, Bletchley Park and the Pigeon Spies��S����
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Figure 26: Notice of the death of Lodo Van Hamel, published in De Telegraaf 
on the 21st of June 1941.

in Driehuis-Westerveld, and news of his death appeared in De 
Telegraaf�RQ�WKH���VW�RI�-XQH��

On the day of Van Hamel’s execution, Baas Becking and 
Marion Smit were acquitted and set free. 

Jean’s Incarceration
,Q�-XQH�������-HDQ�0HVULW]�ZDV�WUDQVIHUUHG�IURP�WKH�2UDQMHKRWHO�
to the Penitentiary in Münster, Germany. 
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At the end of that month, Professor Benjamin Telders was 
also transferred from the Oranjehotel, but was sent to the 
Buchenwald concentration camp. The Nazis had established 
%XFKHQZDOG�� QHDU� :HLPDU�� LQ� -XO\� ������ 2QH� RI� WKH� ˥UVW�
and largest concentration camps in Germany, Buchenwald 
subjected inmates to either slave labour, where many were 
‘worked to death’, or execution, mostly by gunshot or hanging. 
Many inmates at Buchenwald also died as a result of human 
experimentation, or fell victim to arbitrary acts perpetrated 
by the SS guards. Telders endured a hard time there for over 
two-and-a-half years, until he was sent to Bergen-Belsen 
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPS�LQ�-DQXDU\������

Over the course of the war, the Germans ran three main 
FDPSV�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGVࡿ��:HVWHUERUN��9XJKW�DQG�$PHUVIRRUW�
³�EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�RYHU����PLQRU�RU�WHPSRUDU\�1D]L�FDPSV�

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� $XJXVW� ������ $PHUVIRRUW� FDPS� RSHQHG� LQ�
Eastern Holland. Amersfoort was not a concentration camp, but 
a large police prison under the command of the Security Police 
RU� ¶6'·��'XULQJ� LWV�˥UVW�SHULRG�RI� RSHUDWLRQ�� IURP�$XJXVW� �����
WR� 0DUFK� ������ $PHUVIRRUW� KHOG� ������ SULVRQHUV� IRU� YDULRXV�
periods, including ‘protection inmates’ and prisoners waiting 
for transport to German concentration camps or sentenced to 
GHDWK��$PHUVIRRUW�ZDV�FORVHG�IURP�0DUFK�WR�-XQH�������:KHQ�LW�
UHRSHQHG��D�IXUWKHU��������SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�KHOG�WKHUH��XQWLO�WKH\�
were released or transported to Germany.

When the German city of Münster was bombed by allied air 
IRUFH�UDLGV��SRVVLEO\�DV�HDUO\�DV�0D\�������SULVRQHU�-HDQ�0HVULW]�ZDV�
transferred from the Münster Penitentiary to Kamp Rhede-Brual 
�DOVR�FDOOHG�%UXDO�5KHGH���D�SHDW�PLQLQJ�FDPS�QHDU¬3DSHQEXUJ��
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$W¬ 5KHGH�%UXDO�� SULVRQHUV� KDG� WR� ZRUN� �� WR� ��� KRXUV� D� GD\�
collecting heavy peat for local companies and farmers. As the 
war went on, conditions worsened: hygiene was poor, food was 
VFDUFH�� DQG� SULVRQHUV� HQGXUHG� VLJQL˥FDQW�PHQWDO� DQG� SK\VLFDO�
abuse. Many survivors of Rhede-Brual later committed suicide.

Having served his two years’ detention, on the night before 
-HDQ·V�UHOHDVH�LQ�VSULQJ�������KH�ZDV�JLYHQ�D�UDLOZD\�WLFNHW��7KH�
next day, however, the railway ticket was taken from him. Jean 
was told that he would now be held in ‘Schutzhaft’ (‘protective 
custody’).�� It was a bitter blow.

2Q� WKH��WK�RI� -XQH������� -HDQ�ZDV�EURXJKW� LQWR� WKH�9XJKW�
concentration camp. His prisoner card states that he had ‘been 
LOO·�� $W� OHDVW� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� KDG� ˥QLVKHG� E\� WKDW� WLPH�� WKH� ˥UVW�
SULVRQHUV�ZKR�DUULYHG�DW�9XJKW�KDG�KDG�WR�˥ QLVK�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�WKH�
FDPS��'XULQJ�LWV�RSHUDWLRQ�IURP�-DQXDU\������XQWLO�6HSWHPEHU�
������9XJKW�KHOG�QHDUO\��������LQPDWHV��-HZV��SROLWLFDO�SULVRQHUV��
UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV��J\SVLHV��-HKRYDK·V�:LWQHVVHV��KRPRVH[XDOV��
homeless people, black market traders, criminals and hostages. 
'XH� WR� KXQJHU�� VLFNQHVV�� DQG� DEXVH�� DW� OHDVW� ����PHQ��ZRPHQ�
DQG� FKLOGUHQ� GLHG� WKHUH�� 2I� WKHVH�� ���� ZHUH� PXUGHUHG� DW� WKH�
execution site just outside the camp. 

,Q� WKH� +DJXH�� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� -XQH� ������ 0DGDPH� 0XOGHU�
— widow of August Mesritz, beloved mother of Léo, and 

��  Schutzhaft or ‘protective custody’ was a para-legal term often used to 
imprison political opponents, Jews, and other persecuted groups in Nazi 
Germany. Schutzhaft did not provide for a judicial warrant, and detainees, 
most often, never saw a judge. Even if they had originally been arrested and 
acquitted, or had completed their sentence, they could continue to be held 
under schutzhaft. These prisoners were often sent to concentration camps.
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Today, to our deep sadness, 
provided with the means of mercy 
of the Holy Church, suddenly 
passed away our beloved mother, 
wife, grandmother and great-
grandmother

Maria Emelia Theresia Mulder, Maria Emelia Theresia Mulder, 
Widow of August Mesritz, 
at the age of 91 years.

The Hague, 
TH. SCHWARTE-MESRITZ 
Dr. B.G.H. SCHWARTE 
New York, 
Mr. LEO MESRITZ 
C. MESRITZ-TIBERGHIEN

Children and grandchildren.
Geneva, 
DENIS MESRITZ 
T. MESRITZ-BOISSEVAIN

Children and grandchild
The Hague 
J.C.A. MESRITZ 
Mr. D.C.B. MESRITZ
The Hague, 29 June 1943 
56 Corn Houtmanstraat.

No visitors. No visitors. 
6W�ÆW_MZ[�I\�\PM�ZMY]M[\�WN�\PM�6W�ÆW_MZ[�I\�\PM�ZMY]M[\�WN�\PM�
deceased.deceased.

The funeral will take place Friday 
2nd July at approximately 
��±am at the RK Cemetery on the 
3MZSPWÆIIV��,MXIZ\]ZM�NZWU�\PM�
house of death at 10.30 am.

Figure 27: Madame Mulder’s funeral notice, published in Het Vaderland, 
1 July 1943. Translated by Helena Bond using Google Translate. 

grandmother to Claire, Lucien, Jean and Denis — died. Her 
funeral notice recorded that both Jean and Denis were registered 
as residing in the Hague, although we know Jean was being held 
in Vught at the time.
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While in Vught, Jean met fellow political prisoner Hans van 
Ketwich Verschuur��,Q�D�OHWWHU�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��GDWHG����-XO\�������
to Jean’s friend and relative, Willem Karel Hendrik Feuilletau de 
Bruyn, Van Ketwich Verschuur recalled Jean: 

… by his personality and his character, his gifts of heart and 
head, [Jean] had been able to win everyone’s sympathy from 
the start and, therefore, he had quickly acquired a position 
which avoided him the unpleasant sides of camp life, a 
FDPS�OLIH��E\�WKH�ZD\��ZKLFK��DSDUW� IURP�VRPH�H[FHVVHV��ZDV�
a ‘sanatorium’ when compared with what Jean would later 
endure in Germany. 

,Q�2FWREHU�������DQRWKHU�LQPDWH�DW�9XJKW��'DYLG�.RNHU��UHFDOOHG�
a conversation with Jean:

Have spoken with Jan [who we assume is Jean Mesritz], who is 
very angry with himself because he didn’t reach the other side 
[meaning the UK]; he could hit himself and thinks about all 
his comrades who did manage it. “There is no honour in being 
here,” he says.39

$�QHZ�\HDU�GDZQHG��,Q�-DQXDU\�������3URIHVVRU�%HQMDPLQ�7HOGHUV�
was sent from Buchenwald concentration camp to Vught. At 
Vught, Telders was given the opportunity of a study assignment 
YLD�RXWVLGH�ZRUN�DW�3KLOLSV��'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������3URIHVVRU�
Cleveringa, with a few colleagues, was also sent to Vught camp 
for joining in with the resistance movement. There, he met his 
student from before the war, Jean Mesritz. Cleveringa recorded 
KLV�˥UVW�PRPHQWV�DW�9XJKW�DQG�PHHWLQJ�-HDQ�

��  David Koker, At the Edge of the Abyss: A Concentration Camp Diary 1943–1944, 
S�����
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,W�VWDUWHG�H[DFWO\�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�,�DOUHDG\�NQHZ�IURP�SULVRQ�
LQ� 6FKHYHQLQJHQ�� 6HYHUDO� RI�P\� IHOORZ� VX˯HUHUV��ZKR�ZHUH� D�
bit greener at this point, were unpleasantly surprised. There 
was no lack of shouting, and we had to stand with our faces to 
the wall. “Looking at paintings” we called that mockingly in 
Scheveningen. It got too much for one of the Leiden policemen 
and, at risk of being struck, he protested. Surprisingly, this was 
indeed successful, and we were allowed to turn around again. 
7KHQ�WKH�R˩FHUV�OHIW�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�WROG�WKDW�ZH�KDG�WR�JR�ZLWK�
them inside the gate. Thus, we got to see the concentration 
FDPS�LQVLGH�IRU�WKH�˥UVW�WLPH�«�

+HUH� ,� XQGHUZHQW� P\� ˥UVW� SHUVRQDO� LQWHUURJDWLRQ� E\�
the ‘political department’ (which was housed in the 
‘Kommandantur’ and which I later got to know very well).

We had to give all kinds of personal details: name, whether we 
ZHUH�PDUULHG� DQG� ���� ˥QDOO\��ZKHWKHU�ZH�KDG�EHHQ�SXQLVKHG�
EHIRUH��0RVW�RI�P\�IHOORZ�VX˯HUHUV�VWLOO�KDG�D�FOHDQ�VODWH��EXW�,�
KDG�����PRQWKV�LQ�¶SURWHFWLYH�FXVWRG\·�LQ�6FKHYHQLQJHQ�WR�P\�
QDPH��,�ZDV�D�UHSHDW�R˯HQGHU��

7KHQ�R˯�WR�WKH�EDWKKRXVH��ZKHUH�ZH�˥UVW�KDQGHG�LQ�RXU�PRQH\�
and valuables (watches, rings, fountain pens, pencils, etc.). 
Here I came face to face with the people who would become my 
closest friends.

I immediately found myself eye to eye with my student Jean 
Mesritz, who showed that he immediately recognised me. 
I didn’t recognise him straight away; not even when he 
reminded me of how we had been together in Scheveningen. 
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+H�KDG�EHHQ�FDSWXUHG�LQ�2FWREHU������DW�WKH�7MHXNHPHHU�ZLWK�
Baas Becking during a failed crossing to England to enlist in 
the Dutch army; and he was therefore sentenced to two years 
imprisonment. He had served that punishment in several 
prisons in Germany.��

2Q� &OHYHULQJD·V� DUULYDO�� -HDQ� R˯HUHG� WR� KHOS� WKH� SURIHVVRU�
during his time in Vught, and he was true to his word. A grateful 
Cleveringa wrote afterwards:

I mean, he [Jean] went through a lot of hardship … The night 
before he was to have been released, he had already been 
handed his rail ticket, but on the day itself it had been taken 
from him again, and he was told that he was now in protective 
custody. He had been in Vught since the spring of 1943 … 
This hard-tested young man was always cheerful and brave, 
always out to help others, always full of plans for the future! 
He deserved respect! And the most important thing he said to 
me was: “Professor, I will help you!” When I answered him, “I 
have no doubts about your good intentions, but I do doubt your 
ability”, he replied, “You just wait and see!” And he kept his 
word; he indeed helped me a lot, very much.

In his diary, Professor Cleveringa recorded the procedures 
regarding hair cutting and shaving at Vught camp, noting the 
resourcefulness of Jean Mesritz:

40  RP Cleveringa, Gedenkschriften. Memoirs written by Cleveringa in Amsterdam 
�����DERXW�OLIH�DV�D�SULVRQHU�LQ�1D]L�FDPSV�LQ�����²����DQG�DJDLQ�LQ�������
including Vught Camp. Translated from Dutch by Tineke Schoonens.
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… when I arrived at the camp, I had to hand in my shaving 
equipment. Fortunately, the unsurpassed Mesritz delivered a 
razor and some shaving cream. I don’t know from where he 
“organised” it, but he had a knack for it. 

Figure 28: An aerial map of Kamp Vught (Herzogenbusch), which, in 1940, 
was a ‘Tuchthuis’ or ‘house of correction’ in occupied Holland. Vught became 
an SS concentration camp in January 1943. 
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Cleveringa also described the food at Vught, and how Jean helped 
FLUFXPYHQW�D�EDQ�RQ�SDUFHOV�WR�WKH�SULVRQHUV�LQ�HDUO\������

At the end of February parcels were banned and the situation 
became critical for many. This was “thanks to” some women 
from Soviet who had tried to smuggle in knives, baked into 
cakes. When this was discovered, the whole cellblock was 
SXQLVKHG�� 7KH� SDUFHO� EDQ� ODVWHG� DERXW� ���� PRQWKV�� ,Q� WKH�
meantime, we thought of all sorts of ways to get around this. 
2QH� WKRXJKW� RI� WKLV�� DQRWKHU� RI� WKDW�� 7KH� H[FHOOHQW� 0HVULW]�
helped me. He managed to get a message out to keep sending 
me parcels, but to his address, and, with the help of his friends 
DW�WKH�SRVW�R˩FH��KH�FROOHFWHG�D�VHFRQG�SDUFHO��DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV��
That is how I received my parcels, despite the ban.

Throughout Jean’s imprisonment, Lize (his childhood nanny and 
Madame Mulder’s housekeeper) and family friend Roosje van 
Lelyveld Furstner sent parcels to Jean. We know that he received 
DW�OHDVW�VRPH�RI�WKHP��DQG�WKDW�WKH\�PDGH�D�VLJQL˥FDQW�GL˯HUHQFH�
to his life in the camps.

Professor Cleveringa received a pair of mountain boots. In 
Gedenkschriften, he recorded his deliberations about who should 
JHW�WKHP�ZKHQ�KH�OHIW�WKH�FDPS�LQ�-XQH������

What a blessing those mountain boots were. They saved me a 
lot of cold and wetness. In the mud, during evening rollcalls 
when we sometimes had wet snow, I was dry, and my health 
would have been much worse without them. Everyone envied 
those shoes and, when I left, there were lots of interested 
parties. I hesitated between Duller and Mesritz. Mesritz was 
younger, Duller was married and had children. Mesritz was no 
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longer working with us and was not around when I left. Both 
had rendered many and great services, but Duller perhaps the 
biggest. Mesritz was bigger than me and Duller had the same 
size foot, and so the choice fell on Duller.

$W�VRPH�VWDJH�LQ�-XQH�������EURWKHUV�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV�0HVULW]�ZHUH�
both in Vught concentration camp. Jean wrote to their nanny, 
Lize, telling her that he had seen his brother in Vught. We do 
not know how long Jean and Denis were both there, nor whether 
they were able to spend any time with each other. In July, Jean 
was sent back to Germany. It seems that the brothers’ meeting 
was short, probably only a day or two at most, as each prisoner 
ZDV�SDUW�RI�D�GL˯HUHQW�ZRUNLQJ�JURXS��VHQW�WR�GL˯HUHQW�SODFHV��

7KH� �WK� RI� -XQH� �����ZDV� ¶'�'D\·�� ZKHQ� WKH� $OOLHV� ODQGHG�
RQ� 1RUPDQG\� EHDFKHV�� ,Q� UHVSRQVH�� WKH� *HUPDQV� WRRN� ������
prisoners to Vught from jail in the Oranjehotel. Between July 
and September, 400 Vught prisoners were executed, including 
PDQ\�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV��$V� WKH�$OOLHG� IRUFHV�DSSURDFKHG�� WKH�
camp was evacuated and prisoners transferred to concentration 
camps further east. 

2Q� WKH� ��VW� RI� $XJXVW�� -HDQ� ZDV� VHQW� WR� :HVWHUERUN�
FDPS� YLD� =ZROOH�� +H� ZDV� SODFHG� LQ� %DUUDFN� ���� RQH� RI� WZR�
¶3HQLWHQWLDU\¬%DUUDFNV·��,QVLGH�WKHVH��SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�VXUURXQGHG�
by extra barbed wire and watch towers, and the inhabitants were 
not allowed to walk freely about the camp, as other inmates were. 

Westerbork, headed by Albert Gemmeker of the SS, was 
the oldest and largest camp for Jews, and was used as a staging 
ground for deportation. Transport trains arrived at Westerbork 
HYHU\�7XHVGD\�IURP�-XO\������WR�6HSWHPEHU�������DQG�GHSRUWHG�DQ�
HVWLPDWHG�WRWDO�RI��������-HZV��-HZLVK�LQPDWHV�ZHUH�WUDQVSRUWHG�
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LQ�ZDYHV� WR�$XVFKZLW]� ���� WUDLQ�ORDGV�� WRWDOOLQJ��������SHRSOH���
6RELERU�����WUDLQ�ORDGV��WRWDOOLQJ��������SHRSOH���7KHUHVLHQVWDGW�
JKHWWR����WUDLQ�ORDGV��WRWDOOLQJ�������SHRSOH���DQG�%HUJHQ�%HOVHQ�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� FDPS� ��� WUDLQ�ORDGV�� WRWDOOLQJ�������SHRSOH���7KH�
JUHDW� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� ������� SHUVRQV� VHQW� WR� $XVFKZLW]� DQG�
Sobibor, both in German-occupied Poland, were murdered on 
arrival.��

Kamp Westerbork had a school, orchestra, hairdresser, and 
HYHQ� UHVWDXUDQWV�� GHVLJQHG� E\� 66� R˩FLDOV� WR� JLYH� LQPDWHV� D�
false sense of hope for survival, and to aid in avoiding problems 
during transportation. Apart from metalwork, farm work and 
jobs in health services, the camp ran cultural activities in music 
and stage performances by the inmates. A special, separate work 
group of 2,000 ‘permanent’ Jewish inmates was used as a camp 
labour force. Within this group was a sub-group constituting a 
‘camp police force’ who were required to assist with transports 
and to keep order. The SS actually had very little to do with 
selecting transferees; this job fell to the inmates of the camp 
police force. Most ‘permanent’ inmates were eventually sent to 
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RU�GHDWK�FDPSV�WKHPVHOYHV��2QO\�������-HZV�ZKR�
passed through Westerbork survived. 

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�6HSWHPEHU�������IURP�1HZ�<RUN��/pR�0HVULW]�
enquired about his son, Jean. That same day, as Jean’s prisoner 
card shows, he was moved from Westerbork to Bergen-Belsen, 
D�MRXUQH\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����NLORPHWUHV�HDVW��LQ�D�FRQYR\�RI�-HZV�
and half-Jews. His name on the transport list reported Jean as 

����7KHVH� ˥JXUHV� DUH� IURP� ¶&DPS� :HVWHUERUN� WUDQVSRUW� VFKHGXOHV·�� KWWS���
www.holocaust-lestweforget.com/westerbork-transport-schedule.html.
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D� ¶6WUD˯DHOOLJH�0LVFKOLQJH·�42 The text continued that Jean was 
sentenced to two years in the ‘detention centre’, and that he 
should be placed in ‘protective custody’.

In The World of My Past, Abraham Biderman wrote:

,�ZDV�QRZ�FODVVL˥HG�DV�D� ¶6FKXW]KĎIWOLQJ·� �D�SULVRQHU� LQ� ¶VDIH�
custody’) … The veteran prisoners, to cheer us up, told us, 
´<RX·UH�EHWWHU�R˯�KDYLQJ�D�QXPEHU�«�$W�OHDVW�WKH\·OO�NHHS�\RX�
alive and eventually you will be assigned to slave labour. Those 
without numbers are in line to go up in smoke at any moment 
to keep the furnaces going.”

With hindsight, in all respects this train transit was a ‘special 
WUDQVSRUW·� ³� LW� ZDV� WKH� ˥QDO� WUDLQ� �DQG� WKH� ���QG�� WR� GHSDUW�
:HVWHUERUN��:H�NQRZ�WKH�QDPHV�RI�����SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�WUDLQ��$OVR�
LQ�WKH�WUDLQ�ZHUH�˥ IW\�XQQDPHG�FKLOGUHQ��IURP�EDELHV�WR�WHQ�\HDU�
olds. Arrested in their hiding places, they were forced to survive 
without their parents. The train’s destination was Bergen-Belsen. 
Jean Mesritz is listed on the registry of prisoners there.

,Q�D�GLDU\�HQWU\�IURP�6HSWHPEHU�������SV\FKLDWULVW�DQG�IHOORZ�
:HVWHUERUN� LQPDWH� /RXLV� 7DV� �����²������� DOLDV� /RGHQ� 9RJHO��
GHVFULEHG�KLV�˥UVW�LPSUHVVLRQV�RI�-HDQ�0HVULW]�LQ�%HUJHQ�%HOVHQ��

I am now lying among the old inmates of Vught, very nice 
chaps who show a lot of camaraderie among each other and 
with me: Jean Mesritz reminds me of Kompaan, and a boy, Z., 
who spent a lot of time with Flap in Vught …

42��6WUD˯DHOOLJH�0LVFKOLQJH�ZDV�D�GHURJDWRU\�1D]L�WHUP�XVHG�RQ�R˩FLDO�UHFRUGV�
and translated as ‘delinquent of mixed origin’ or ‘delinquent half-Jew’. 
‘Mischlinge’ denoted a person of mixed Aryan and non-Aryan background, 
and had a derogatory sense, like ‘mongrel’ or ‘half-breed’.
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,Q�D� IXUWKHU�GLDU\�HQWU\��GDWHG���WK�6HSWHPEHU��7DV� UHFRXQWHG�
the misfortunes of Jean Mesritz: 

7KH� ˥UVW� QLJKW� ,� KDG� VOHSW� FRVLO\� ZLWK� -HDQ� 0��� ZKR� ZDV�
transported (put on the train) as an Aryan. He [Jean] was 
haunted by misfortune. The horses’ stable had grown into a 
bad command [a group with a task under German command] 
ZKHUH�QR�EHQH˥WV�ZHUH�WR�EH�JDLQHG��3HRSOH�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�KLP�
>-HDQ@�D�IDYRXU��EXW�H[DFWO\�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DW�ZKLFK�WKH\�WULHG�WR�
smuggle him into the bread commando, he went to Rau and 
showed a doctor’s note for light work ...

,Q�D�GLDU\�HQWU\�GDWHG��UG�1RYHPEHU�������7DV�DJDLQ�PHQWLRQHG�
Jean, noting his sense of humour:

When I asked [Jean] what had been his most unpleasant 
H[SHULHQFH� KH� VDLG�� ´7KH� ZRUVW� LV� ZKHQ� \RX� KDYH� ZRUNHG�
all day in the rain, a couple of hours longer than you would 
H[SHFW��DQG�VXGGHQO\�RQ�WKH�ZD\�EDFN�\RX�KDSSHQ�WR�PDNH�XS�
a majestic joke and you tell it enthusiastically to discover that 
no one understands ...”

A letter from fellow prisoner Jacob Asscher Jr�� to Madame 
Roosje Furstner mentioned changes at Bergen-Belsen and news 
of Jean Mesritz:

����-DFRE� $VVFKHU� -U�� EURXJKW� WKH� IDPLO\� ˥UP�� $PVWHUGDP·V� 5R\DO� $VVFKHU�
Diamond Company, to international prominence with his patented Asscher 
cut. During WWII, the family’s assets were seized by the Germans, and 
most of the family and company were imprisoned and murdered as Jews. 
In addition, Jacob’s brother Abraham was required by the Nazis to head a 
-HZLVK�&RXQFLO�³�D�UROH�IRU�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�YLOL˥HG�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��WKRXJK�ODWHU�
exonerated.
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,Q� HDUO\� 'HFHPEHU� ������ KH� ZDV� H[WHQGHG� IURP� %HOVHQ� DV�
thoroughbred ‘Aryan’.

He [Jean] and we were impressed that he had been released 
and that he could be employed as a free worker.

The other non-Jews who, with him, had been transported to 
Belsen, were sent on a so-called criminal transport at about the 
same time. I fear that there will be only a few survivors who 
will return, as there are hardly any from Belsen either.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�'HFHPEHU�������GXULQJ�WKH�+XQJHU�:LQWHU��-HDQ�
Mesritz was transported from Bergen-Belsen to an unknown 
camp. It is quite possible that the camp was Hannover-Misburg, a 
satellite camp of Neuengamme concentration camp in Germany. 
7KH� ˥UVW� SULVRQHUV� WR� +DQQRYHU�0LVEXUJ� DUULYHG� LQ� ODWH� -XQH�
������7KH\�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�VOHHS�LQ�WHQWV�RU�KROHV�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�
XQWLO�WKH�˥ UVW�KXWV�ZHUH�FRPSOHWHG��7KHVH�SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�XVHG�IRU�
FOHDUDQFH�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZRUN�DW�'HXUDJ��D�ODUJH�RLO�UH˥QHU\���
to repair damage from Allied bombing raids. Hannover-Misburg 
UHJLVWHUHG� ���GHDWKV�� EXW� WKH�GDWD� RQ� WKLV� FDPS� LV� LQFRPSOHWH�
and the number of victims was certainly higher.

Three ‘Cancellation Cards’ exist regarding prisoner Jean 
0HVULW]�� 1R�� �������� LQ� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKUHH� VHSDUDWH� HQTXLULHV�
IURP�-HDQ·V�IDWKHU��/pR��7KH�˥UVW�ZDV�PDGH�DV�HDUO\�DV�WKH���WK�RI�
6HSWHPEHU��������WKRXJK�WKH�UHVSRQVH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�VHQW�ODWH�
LQ�WKH�\HDU��RU�HDUO\�LQ�������DV�LW�VD\V�-HDQ�KDG�EHHQ�deported to 
Bergen–Belsen��&HUWDLQO\�WKH�VHFRQG�HQTXLU\��PDGH�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�
'HFHPEHU�������ZDV�QRW�DQVZHUHG�XQWLO�27 FEB (the ink has faded, 
EXW�ZH� FDQ� DVVXPH� WKH� \HDU�ZDV� ������� E\�ZKLFK� WLPH�KH�ZDV�
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reported deceased. These enquiries were made from Léo’s home 
in Forest Hills, New York. 

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� )HEUXDU\� ������ -HDQ� 0HVULW]� ZDV� WKH� RQO\�
'XWFK�PDQ�LQ�D�WUDQVSRUW�RI�����5XVVLDQV�DQG�3ROHV��+H�DUULYHG�
DW�1HXHQJDPPH�LQ�D�SLWLIXO�VWDWH��ZHDNHQHG�DQG�IUDLO��VX˯HULQJ�
from dysentery and riddled with lice, after years spent in 
FRQWLQXDO�WUDQVSRUW�DQG�˥OWK\�*HUPDQ�SULVRQV��-HDQ�WROG�IHOORZ�
prisoner Van Ketwich Verschuur, whom he had befriended at 
Vught camp, that the question of his Jewishness was resolved 
at Westerbork. Jean had been deemed Aryan, not Jewish, yet 
authorities condemned him to two further years of ‘correction’, 
and he had been sentenced to do them. 

Jean’s Death
In a letter to Jean’s relative, Willem Feuilletau de Bruyn, dated the 
��WK�RI�-XO\�������IHOORZ�LQPDWH�9DQ�.HWZLFK�9HUVFKXXU�UHODWHG�
WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DURXQG�-HDQ·V�˥QDO�GD\V��DQG�KLV�DWWHPSWV�WR�

Figure 29: The three Cancellation Cards issued in response to Léo’s enquiries.
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SURWHFW� -HDQ��9DQ�.HWZLFK�9HUVFKXXU�ZDV�DQ[LRXV� WR�˥QG� -HDQ�
a small, sheltered job to recover his health, and wrote that he 
IRXQG�D�FRYHWHG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UROH�LQ�WKH�KRVSLWDO�WKDW�R˯HUHG�
the possibility of great advantages, facilitating and making life in 
camp a little more pleasant and where he would therefore probably 
have fully recovered. I must add that, by camp standards, he was not 
sick enough to be hospitalised.

Tragically, this beautiful project was foiled by a fatal coincidence. 
On the day that Jean was to start work, he was transported back 
WR�+DQQRYHU�0LVEXUJ�ZLWK�VRPH�����RWKHU�GHWDLQHHV��:KHQ�9DQ�
Ketwich Verschuur found this out, he was unable to get Jean out 
of the group. He later lamented: It was unfortunately impossible 
for me to change anything, something that may sound implausible, but 

for those who know life in a camp, 
this is perfectly understandable. 

He continued, this was a 
very great disappointment to us 
both ... I believe we both intuitively 
felt that Hannover would be fatal 
for Jean. 

The sad change in Jean’s 
fate was apparently caused 
by friction between Dutch 
and Danish inmates at 
Neuengamme. Dutch prisoners 
had requested the removal 
from hospital of Danish 
inmates who they suspected 
of faking illness to avoid 

Figure 30: Willem Karel Hendrik 
Feuilletau de Bruyn married Henriëtte 
Mulder (Madame Mulder’s niece).
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EHLQJ¬WUDQVIHUUHG��6RPH�'DQLVK�SULVRQHUV�EHQH˥WHG�ZLWK�FORWKLQJ�DQG�
medical supplies from the Danish Red Cross, and came to be considered 
‘lords’ of the camp. With their butter, sausages and smoking articles, 
they could get away with anything. After Van Ketwich Verschuur 
and others intervened, several Danes who had managed to get 
into hospital to avoid being sent on the transport were evicted 
from hospital. Unfortunately, Jean was wrongly included with 
the Danes.

Two weeks later, Van Ketwich Verschuur received 
KHDUWEUHDNLQJ� FRQ˥UPDWLRQ� WKDW� -HDQ� KDG� GLHG�� +H� EODPHG�
himself for not doing more to save Jean. He wrote: He [Jean] is one 
of the best of so many other good friends that we had to leave there in 
Germany.

-HDQ·V� ˥QDO� &DQFHOODWLRQ� &DUG� VWDWHV� WKDW� KH� died at 
1HXHQJDPPH� EHWZHHHQ� ���������� DQG� ���������. Interestingly, this 
card gives his nationality as Dutch��ZKHUHDV�WKH�˥ UVW�FDUG�FODLPHG�
he was Jewish. Accounts from Jean’s fellow inmates in all the 
German camps that he went through say that Jean was always in 
good spirits, always helping others, and that he had many plans 
for the future, which earned him their deepest respect.  

Jean was buried at Friedhof Maschee, Hanover, according 
to Red Cross records. He is now remembered, with other Dutch 
citizens who died in concentration camps, in the Dutch Field of 
Honour at the Hamburg-Ohlsdorf War Cemetery.
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Figure 31: The Dutch Field of Honour at Hamburg-Ohlsdorf Cemetery 
honours the Dutch who died in German camps, including Jean Claire Adrien 
Mesritz. 
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Denis’ ResistanceDenis’ Resistance

Denis Mesritz was the youngest of the four children. Imagine 
Denis as a young boy dressed in a sailor suit, sitting in a 

FKLOG�VL]H�DUPFKDLU�«�:H�NQRZ�VXFK�D�VFHQH�H[LVWHG�WKDQNV�WR�
Madame Roosje van Lelyveld Furstner, a family friend, whose 
notebook from those years has outlived her.

Figure 32: Young Denis in his sailor’s out"t.
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The Furstners were close friends of the Mesritz family and, in 
1RYHPEHU�������0DGDPH�)XUVWQHU� IRQGO\� UHFDOOHG�D�GD\�ZKHQ�
Léo and Ernestine came to visit her and her son Charles, then a 
toddler: 

The boy was given a small armchair from Ernestine Mesritz 
that came from their boys, and he was sitting in it every 
DIWHUQRRQ�DQG�GULQNLQJ�KLV�WHD�QH[W�WR�PH�

Charles went upstairs and had been dreaming for weeks to wear 
D� VPDOO�ZKLWH� VDLORU·V� RXW˥W�� IRUPHUO\� IURP�'HQLV�0HVULW]��+H�
really looked cute and he was very proud in it. We drank tea …

)DVW�IRUZDUG�WR�WKH�DJH�RI�HLJKWHHQ��DQG�LQ�������'HQLV�0HVULW]�
enrolled in University. Denis was of a studious nature. We are 

Figure 33: Friends of the Mesritz family, Madame Roosje van Lelyveld 
Furstner and her husband, Dr Willem Furstner. (Photo taken in Monte Carlo in 
1930.)
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not sure why he chose to attend Groningen University, rather 
than Leiden like his father and brother, but he attained a Master 
of Law (LLM) there, while also working for the Dutch resistance. 

$W�VRPH�VWDJH��'HQLV�OLYHG�DW����-R]HI�,VUDsOVVWUDDW��*URQLQJHQ��
The house was then known as ‘Kakatoe’ — we think it was a 
family house that rented out rooms to students.

In an interesting coincidence, Denis’ cousin Denise, 
GDXJKWHU�RI�KLV�8QFOH�'HQLV��ERXJKW�D�SDLQWLQJ�E\�-R]HI�,VUDsOV��
the celebrated Dutch artist after whom the street was named. 
The painting is a water colour of a girl sitting in the dunes and 
looking out to sea. She gave the painting to my daughter Denise 
(her namesake), and our family has enjoyed it for many years.

Denis joined the Groningen Student Association ‘Vindicat’ in 
������VSRQVRUHG�E\�D�0U�)�5LQJHUV��

Figure 34: ‘Kakatoe’ — the house at 33 Jozef Israëlsstraat, Groningen, where 
Denis lived for a while as a law student. 
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Figure 35: Application for Denis Mesritz to join ‘Vindicat’, the Groningen 
Student Association.

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�������MXVW�˥YH�GD\V�DIWHU�*HUPDQ\�LQYDGHG�
the Netherlands, unknown to his father Léo, Denis started 
working with the Dutch resistance. 

7KH� ˥UVW� LOOHJDO� 'XWFK� UHVLVWDQFH� SDPSKOHW�� Geuzenbericht, 
VRRQ�DSSHDUHG��DQG�E\�HDUO\�$XJXVW������ERWK�VRQV�RI�/pR�DQG�
Ernestine Mesritz were doing their parts to resist the Nazi 
occupation. Denis was a key player in establishing the Dutch 
Student Federation, whose aim was to unite and mobilise all 
tertiary student organisations. 

Organising the student resistance
Academics and students across the country were rebelling against 
the Nazi occupation. Further south at Leiden University, when 
SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�$U\DQ�'HFODUDWLRQ�WR�VLJQ� LQ�2FWREHU�������
Professor of International Law Benjamin Marius Telders insisted 
that fellow academics not sign. He approached the Supreme 
&RXUW��KRSLQJ�WKDW�KLV�XQLYHUVLW\�ZRXOG�RSSRVH�WKH¬VWDWHPHQW��
The Council, however, fell in line with the demands of the Nazis. 
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7HOGHUV� WKHQ� VXFFHHGHG� LQ� SHUVXDGLQJ� KLV� FROOHDJXHV� WR� ˥OH� D�
protest with the curators of the university, with a request to pass 
this protest on to the Acting Secretary-General of the Ministry 
of Education and Science. In the end, however, the Aryan 
Declaration statement was signed. 

%\� 1RYHPEHU�� DIWHU� KHDULQJ� WKDW� -HZLVK� VWD˯� DW� /HLGHQ�
8QLYHUVLW\� ZHUH� WR� EH� ˥UHG�� 3URIHVVRU� 7HOGHUV� RUJDQLVHG� D�
SURWHVW�� $W� ��� ഩຩ� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 1RYHPEHU� ������ IHOORZ� ODZ�
lecturer Professor Rudolf Pabus Cleveringa delivered his now-
famous speech protesting against the Nazi orders to dismiss 
Jewish colleagues. It was an inspiring address. Students at Delft 
&ROOHJH�DQG�/HLGHQ�8QLYHUVLW\�KHOG�D����KRXU�VWULNH�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�
WKHLU�-HZLVK�SURIHVVRUV��LW�ZDV�WR�EH�WKH�˥UVW�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�VWULNHV�
against such decrees. 

The following day, Leiden students typed out Cleveringa’s 
lecture and circulated it to universities throughout Holland. That 
afternoon, Cleveringa was arrested and taken to the Oranjehotel. 
Leiden University and Delft College were subsequently closed 
GRZQ�LQGH˥QLWHO\�E\�*HUPDQ�IRUFHV��,Q�'HFHPEHU�������3URIHVVRU�
Telders was also arrested, and joined Jean Mesritz and Cleveringa 
in the Oranjehotel.

,Q� HDUO\� ������ ZKLOH� SUHSDULQJ� IRU� KLV� 0DVWHUV� GHJUHH� DW�
Groningen in the north, Denis returned to the Hague. In a letter 
WR�'HQLV·�SDUHQWV�GDWHG�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�������IDPLO\�IULHQG�Jos de 
Vos�GHVFULEHG�'HQLV·�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�HDUO\�UHVLVWDQFH�H˯RUWV�E\�
Dutch university students:

… it was not possible for him to live in the Houtmanstraat 
house [of Mme Mulder], so I suggested that he take a room at 
P\�R˩FH��ZKLFK�KH�GLG��
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As you know, he was in charge of the Students’ Association 
of the University of Groningen, that is to say, the Christian 
association. But in 1941 all associations were banned, including 
WKH�&KULVWLDQ��%XW�LW�FRQWLQXHG�WR�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�FLUFOH�RI�
IULHQGV�DQG�WKH�SUHVLGHQF\�ZDV�R˯HUHG�WR�'HQLV�«

This presidency involved more than one might have thought 
… First, assistance to students and former students. Denis 
worked a great deal for this. He travelled from place to place, 
carrying out what the Germans considered illegal work, such as 
DVVLVWDQFH�WR�KLGHRXWV��GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�LOOHJDO�SULQWV��˥QDQFLDO�
aid to people, etc.

He was also involved in the illegal press; I was told that he was 
the editor of Vrij Nederland [Free Netherland]��0DQ\¬WLPHV��
I urged him to be careful, but he knew very well what he was 
doing. Hundreds of people are obliged to him. 

Figure 36: Denis Mesritz (centre, behind the deckchair) with a group of 
friends.
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'XULQJ� -XQH� ������ DIWHU� HLJKW� PRQWKV� RI� LQDFWLYLW\�� *HUPDQ�
authorities reopened Leiden University for a few days. No one 
seems to know why. That summer, Professor Cleveringa was 
released from the Oranjehotel. Rather than being deported 
for extermination — as many Dutch Jews were soon to be — he 
was freed and paid a pension. But he was dismissed from his 
university post and no longer allowed to lecture.

By October, Jews remaining in the workplace required 
special permits, and Jewish students in the Netherlands were 
no longer allowed to be members of student associations. But 
the student associations decided that would not mean the end 
of their contact. They continued to gather in literary salons, at 
which academics gave lectures. 

The Christian Association continued to exist in the form of 
a ‘friends meeting club’, with Denis Mesritz as its president. As 
'H�9RV�ZURWH�WR�/pR�LQ�KLV�OHWWHU�RI�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH��He [Denis] 
received many visits to our house, even though I spoke to him about 
it several times, also in view of the danger he faced … There were also 
many telephone communications for him.

Denis kept up with his post-graduate studies and passed 
KLV�0DVWHUV�H[DP�LQ�ODZ�LQ�2FWREHU������WR�EHFRPH�¶0HHVWHU·44 
Mesritz. He stayed on in Groningen for additional, practical 
postgraduate training. Denis most likely wanted to become 
a lawyer, and to achieve that, he needed to work as a Meester 

44��:ULWWHQ�DV�¶0U·�LQ�'XWFK��¶0HHVWHU·�LV�WKH�WLWOH�IRU�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�˥QLVKHG�
law school at a university in Holland. The title Mr opens the possibility to 
write a thesis and a PhD. Once promoted to PhD, the graduate can add Dr 
to his/her name. 
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and be admitted to the Bar. Although Denis took his exams at 
Groningen University, records state that he is from the Hague. 

Throughout the war, Groningen University — unlike Leiden 
University — remained open, but it was slowly assimilated into 
the national socialist (fascist) administration. During the autumn 
RI�������-HZLVK�OHFWXUHUV�ZHUH�˥UHG��DQG�E\�WKH�IROORZLQJ�0DUFK��
Jewish students were no longer allowed. 

When the Keitel (Night and Fog) Decree came into force in 
'HFHPEHU������� UHVLVWDQFH�EHFDPH� LOOHJDO�� ,W�ZDV�FOHDU� WR�ERWK�
professors and students that attempts at legal, above-ground 
resistance, which involved public protest, almost always came to 
nothing. Under the new decree, persons ‘endangering German 
security’ (undertaking resistance activities) in German-occupied 
territories could now be arrested, tried by ‘special courts’, and 
either shot or transported to concentration camps.�� 

The Council of Nine

,Q�-DQXDU\�������/HLGHQHU�Gustave Henri (Han) Gelder discussed 
with Utrecht student Willem (Wim) Eggink the possibility of 
forming a consultative body for students of higher education, 
which would maintain contact at the inter-academic level. Dr 
Brouwer became the key stimulator of this project.

In March, Denis Mesritz and other members of the academic 
Dutch resistance formed this new illegal body: the ‘Council 
RI¬1LQH·��&RPSULVLQJ�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�WKH�QLQH�FLWLHV�ZKHUH�
Dutch universities or technical colleges were located, the council 

��  ‘Night and Fog Decree’, Encyclopaedia Britannica. www.britannica.com/
topic/Night-and-Fog-Decree.
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UHSUHVHQWHG�WKHLU��������VWXGHQWV�DQG�DLPHG�WR�OHDG�WKH�VWXGHQW�
resistance. Denis was a key member of the Council of Nine, and 
both he and Han Gelder became foremen, coordinating the 
student resistance. Other members included Jos van Hövell and 
Anton van Velsen, both from Dutch noble families who lived in 
the Hague, and actor and drama teacher Bob Oosthoek. 

'XULQJ�DXWXPQ�������'HQLV��*HOGHU�DQG�9DQ�+|YHOO�DJUHHG�
WKDW� LW� ZDV� GHVLUDEOH� WR� FHQWUDOLVH� WKH� UHVLVWDQFH�� ,Q� WKH� ˥QDO�
months of the year, they contacted Van Velsen, who was living 
in the Hague. They consulted about coordinating resistance 
H˯RUWV�� DQG�9DQ�9HOVHQ� LQYROYHG�KLV� IULHQG�� /DPEHUWXV�1HKHU��

Figure 37: Gustaaf Henri (Han) Gelder (left) and Willem (Wim) Eggink (right), 
founded the Council of Nine. Both also worked on the illegal resistance 
paper, Ons Volk, and Eggink also on Het Parool. 
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in the initiative. The group formed the National Committee of 
Resistance (NC) to engage the various academic Dutch resistance 
groups, which had only limited success as a coordinating agency, 
but nonetheless did some valuable work in establishing an 
illegal telephone network. By that time, Denis Mesritz was very 
involved in the work of the Council of Nine.

Two illegal student papers, De Geus and De Vrije Katheder, 
KHOSHG� WR� FRRUGLQDWH� UHVLVWDQFH� H˯RUWV� De Geus had been 
founded two years earlier by the Drion brothers. Initially 
LQWHQGHG� DV� D� QHZVOHWWHU� IRU� VWXGHQWV�� E\� 6HSWHPEHU� ����� De 
Geus had developed into an opinion-forming magazine and the 
mouthpiece of the Council of Nine. Now printed and distributed 
in much larger numbers and reaching the majority of university 
students, De Geus announced the council’s existence to the 
outside world and aimed to provide reliable information and 
guidance, giving everyone certainty that they were not alone. 
After the establishment of the Council of Nine, a Groningen 
edition of De Geus also appeared regularly, often printed in the 
house of a professor whose son devoted himself entirely to this 
work, under the guidance of the courageous illegal worker and 
recently graduated Meester Denis Mesritz.��

+XLE� 'ULRQ�� LQ� KLV� ZHOO�NQRZQ� ����� HVVD\� ¶7KH� URPDQWLF�
roots of democracy’, dedicated his observations to his friend 
Denis Mesritz, whom he described as the liaison between the 
leaders of the student resistance, the ‘Council of Nine’, and the 
periodical De Geus: 

��  Cited in Vereniging van Groningse Oud-Illegale Werkers. Hoe Groningen 
Streed [How Groningen Fought]��SS����²�����7UDQVODWHG�E\�7LQHNH�6FKRRQHQV�
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0HVULW]�ZDV�D�˥ UVW�UDWH�PDQ��ZKR�GHGLFDWHG�KLPVHOI�FRPSOHWHO\�
in his underground work … A rare, incorruptible and sensitive 
man who made an enormous contribution to the resistance.

'HVSLWH�WKH�GDQJHUV��RQ�WKH���WK�RI�2FWREHU������'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�
JURXS�PHPEHUV�UDLGHG�D�1D]L�GLVWULEXWLRQ�R˩FH��7KH�ERRW\�RI�
rationing stamps, coupons, and cards was distributed through 
LO channels to aid people in hiding. Three days later, the Nazis 
executed more hostages to ‘punish’ the Dutch resistance. 

This was when the LO formed its vigilante division — the 
Landelijke Knokploegen (LKP) — which specialised in targeted 
DFWV�RI�VDERWDJH��UDLGV�RQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�R˩FHV�
for vital supplies such as food stamps and the means to forge 
identity documents, and even occasional assassinations. 

2Q� WKH� �WK� RI� 'HFHPEHU�� WKH� 6HFUHWDU\� *HQHUDO�� LQ�
cooperation with the Head of Department of Higher Education, 
2SWHQRRUW� �DQ�DQWL�6HPLWH��� FDOOHG� WKH�5HFWRUV�0DJQL˥FL�RI� DOO�
Dutch universities and colleges (similar to the Vice-Chancellors 
of Australian universities) to meet in Amsterdam. The academics 
ZHUH� WROG� WKDW� ������� 'XWFK� ZRUNHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� DW� OHDVW� ������
VWXGHQWV��SRVVLEO\�DV�PDQ\�DV��������ZRXOG�EH�FDOOHG�XS�WR�ZRUN�
LQ�*HUPDQ\�EHIRUH�WKH��VW�RI�-DQXDU\�������,W�ZRXOG�PHDQ�FORVLQJ�
all Dutch universities.

The Council of Nine called a protest strike. This news also 
coincided with the appointment of Anton Mussert (a prominent 
Dutch fascist) as leader of the Dutch people, and general 
conscription was expected as a result. Very little came of the 
strike, which Groningen University did not even join because 
of its early holiday period. However, the Faculty of Law and 
Natural Philosophy at Groningen unanimously decided to resign 
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if it came to that, and all faculties sent a letter to the Secretary 
General with a serious warning and protest. 

It was becoming increasingly clear that the occupying forces 
were preparing a general mobilisation of young workers. The 
Council of Nine therefore advised the students, many of whom 
had gone into hiding, to return to their universities and make 
use of every moment left for study and mutual contact. 

Denis Mesritz played a key role in developing a warning 
system, working with Pieter (Piet) Oosterlee. They set up 
a network based on a division of the city into districts and 
neighbourhoods, through which news was passed from person 
to person so that, apart from those in the top group, each 
individual knew only a small section of the network. 

%\�PLG�-DQXDU\� ������ WKH� $OOLHG� FRQIHUHQFH� DW� &DVDEODQFD�
was demanding the unconditional surrender of Axis powers. In 
the Netherlands that month, an interview took place regarding 
the National Committee of Resistance. Those present included 
Van Velsen, Van den Bosch, Andrée Wiltens (an Utrecht law 
student) and Denis Mesritz. The following month, Denis, Jos van 
Hövell and Han Gelder were taken on as protégés by Van Velsen. 
However, the National Committee did not grow into an umbrella 
organisation as planned, rather, it developed into a separate 
resistance group, although many of its members were closely 
involved with other illegal groups.

The Nazis Act Against Students

2Q�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ�RI�WKH��WK�RI�)HEUXDU\�������LQ�D�ODERUDWRU\�RI�
Groningen University, the telephone rang. A professor answered, 
only to drop the receiver in terror a moment later. Messages 
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˧HZ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK��DQG�SHRSOH�ORRNHG�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�GLVPD\��
consulting one another hurriedly. By 4 o’clock that afternoon, 
all professors and students knew the news: the lecture halls 
and libraries in Amsterdam, Delft, Wageningen and Utrecht had 
been raided, and a few hundred students taken and transported 
under strict guard to the concentration camp in Vught. This 
was a relatively small number, because it was a Saturday, but 
everyone feared that worse was to come. Three days later, on 
WKH��WK�RI�)HEUXDU\��LW�ZDV�D�JUHDW�UHOLHI�WR�DOO�ZKHQ�WKH�DUUHVWHG�
students were released. 

In Groningen, there were only four arrests, which were 
not proven to be connected to the wider university action. The 
*URQLQJHQ�EXVLQHVV�FRPPXQLW\�SOHGJHG�VWURQJ�˥ QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�
to the professors, if they were forced to resign. Groningen 
professors met over a weekend and decided that no lectures 
would be given, nor exams held. In addition, students across the 
country started boycotting any lectures that were still on. 

Nazis and their sympathisers tried to whip up anti-student 
sentiment. In a speech in the Town Square of Amsterdam, Dutch 
fascist leader Mussert declared that “WKH� ORD˥QJ�VODJV�RI����WR����
years of age should also go to work.” Fritz Schmidt, the German 
&RPPLVVLRQHU�*HQHUDO� IRU� 3ROLWLFDO� $˯DLUV� DQG� 3URSDJDQGD� LQ�
the occupied Netherlands told a Congress of National Socialists 
that “The plutocrats’ sons of the dead should be put on the right path 
in a concentration camp.” These statements provided a chilling 
indication of the Germans’ motives for the deportation of 
students.�� 

��  Cited in Vereniging van Groningse Oud-Illegale Werkers. Hoe Groningen 
Streed [How Groningen Fought]��SS����²�����7UDQVODWHG�E\�7LQHNH�6FKRRQHQV�
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2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� 0DUFK� ������ WKH� RFFXSLHUV� EURXJKW� LQ� D�
‘Declaration of Loyalty’, which all university students were 
required to sign to remain students. In part, the Declaration 
read:

The undersigned, … residing in the Netherlands, solemnly 
declares that he will observe the laws, regulations and other 
orders in force in the occupied Dutch territory to the best of his 
knowledge and will refrain from any action directed against 
the German Empire, the German Wehrmacht, or the Dutch 
authorities, as well as from any action or behaviour which, in 
view of the prevailing circumstances, might endanger public 
order at the establishments of higher education.48 

$�PHUH�����RI� VWXGHQWV� VLJQHG� WKH�GRFXPHQW�� DQG�DOO� WHUWLDU\�
education came to a halt. It was a symbolic but costly victory, 
however, because all who refused to sign were required to report 
for labour duty in Germany. Some then signed, in vain, some 
reported for labour duty, and the rest of the students went into 
hiding. After the war, people drew a clear-cut line: if you had 
signed the Declaration of Loyalty, you had supported the wrong 
side during the war and, for a while, signatories were banned 
from receiving any further education.

2Q� WKH� ��WK� RI� $SULO�� WKHUH� ZDV� D� QDWLRQZLGH� VWULNH��
The Germans retaliated by executing over 200 strikers. 
1RQHWKHOHVV�¬ GLUHFWLYHV� IURP� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� RI� WKH� &RXQFLO� RI�
1LQH�ZHUH�FRPSOLHG�ZLWK�E\�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�VWXGHQWV��6WXGHQWV�
KHOG� LQ�9XJKW�ZHUH�QRW� IRUJRWWHQ�³�RI�WKH�DOPRVW�����VWXGHQW�

�� Cited in Rob Herber, Nico Bloembergen: Master of Light��S����
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SULVRQHUV��RYHU�����ZHUH�UHOHDVHG�DQG�HYHU\�H˯RUW�ZDV�PDGH�WR�
get the remainder released.

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KLV�JUDQGPRWKHU�LQ�-XQH�������'HQLV�
moved into her house on Houtmanstraat. Jean, of course, could 
not join him there, as he was in Vught camp. Lize, the young men’s 
nanny and long-time housekeeper for Madame Mulder, took 
very good care of Denis while he was there, and also supported 
Jean by visiting and sending him parcels whenever she could. 

2Q�WKH���WK�RI� -XQH�������%ULWLVK�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�&KXUFKLOO�
assured the people in occupied countries that they would get 
help before autumn. With this assurance, the Dutch resistance 
against German occupation grew in strength. Many who had 
been passive resisters became actively involved, while the ranks 
of refuge-seekers swelled. German countermeasures often 
failed, as members of the resistance proved very resourceful. By 
now, however, the Nazis had rounded up all the Jews they had 
EHHQ�DEOH� WR�˥QG�� WRWDOOLQJ� DW� OHDVW� ��������SHRSOH��1H[W�� WKH\�
began picking up any able-bodied men to send as slave labour 
to concentration camps. Despite this, the steady, albeit slow, 
advance of the Allies gave the Dutch hope that, one day soon, 
they would be free of their tormentors. 

Resistance Press 
'XULQJ� WKH� VXPPHU� RI� ������ GLVFXVVLRQV� EHWZHHQ� XQLYHUVLW\�
students and recent graduates led to the development of a new 
illegal periodical that could reach a Dutch mass readership 
through a large circulation and a popular style. The goal was to 
stimulate the spirit of resistance. 
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In October, making use of contacts obtained through all 
kinds of resistance activities, Han Gelder, Wim Eggink and Denis 
0HVULW]�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�˥UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�Ons Volk (Our People). It was 
WKH�˥UVW�UHVLVWDQFH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�PDQ\�FXUUHQW�SKRWRV��
The paper was especially useful due to the ‘insider information’ 
it shared from within government circles. Ample room was also 
PDGH�IRU�KXPRXU��LQ�ZRUGV�DQG�GUDZLQJV��7KH\�SULQWHG��������
copies and distributed Ons Volk throughout the Netherlands, 
bringing extra risk to its publishers.

-XVW� D� OLWWOH� ODWHU�� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 2FWREHU� ������ 'HQLV� DQG�
Arthur Meerwaldt�DOVR�SXEOLVKHG�WKH�˥UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�
journal De Toekomst (The Future). This magazine was published 
once or twice a month, by the same group as Ons Volk, with a 
SULQW�UXQ� RI� �����²������� FRSLHV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� 'HQLV� 0HVULW]�
and Arthur Meerwaldt actively participated in producing the 
resistance papers Bron, De Geus and later, Het Parool��2Q�WKH���WK�
RI�6HSWHPEHU�������LW�ZDV�Het Parool that revealed the existence 
of gas chambers in concentration camps. 

'XULQJ�WKH�DXWXPQ�RI�������,WDO\�VXUUHQGHUHG�DQG�WKH�$OOLHV�
took Naples. But they had still not arrived in the Netherlands. 

2Q� WKH���VW�RI� -DQXDU\�������+DQ�*HOGHU�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ� LQ�D�
SULQWVKRS�LQ�WKH�:RXZHUPDQVWUDDW�����WKH�+DJXH��ZKHQ�WKH�6L3R�
(Security Police)�� conducted a raid on the Het Parool newspaper. 
Gelder, afraid that he might reveal secrets during interrogation, 
drew his pistol and shot himself through the head. Since he had 

��  Sicherheitspolizei or ‘SiPo’ were the German security police during the Nazi 
era who carried out state political and criminal investigations. Criminal 
investigations were carried out by the Kriminal Polizei (‘Kripo’ for short).
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Figure 38: The "rst edition of the resistance publication Ons Volk was 
released on 7 October 1943. Denis also worked on De Geus, De Toekomst, 
Bron, and Het Parool. 
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no identity papers with him, his identity remained hidden. After 
the war, Han Gelder and his close colleague Denis Mesritz were 
WZR�RI����UHFLSLHQWV�RI�WKH�'XWFK�&URVV�RI�5HVLVWDQFH��*HOGHU�LV�
now buried in the Dutch Field of Honour at Loenen. 

During that raid on Het Parool� VWD˯��$UWKXU�0HHUZDOGW� IHOO�
into German hands. He was imprisoned in the Oranjehotel 
where he underwent a lengthy interrogation and torture. Denis 
0HVULW]�� DW� MXVW� ���\HDUV�RI� DJH�� WRRN�RYHU�PDQDJHPHQW�RI� WKH�
HGLWRULDO�VWD˯�RI�Ons Volk. 

The Search for Denis
,Q� )HEUXDU\� ������ WKH� *HUPDQV� VHDUFKHG� WKH� +RXWPDQVWUDDW�
house of the late Madame Mulder, looking for Denis. But he had 
been forewarned, so he was not there. When the police came 
looking, housekeeper Lize kept her nerve and gave no indication 
of his whereabouts. The Germans stayed in the house for two or 
three days to see if Denis would return. When he did not, they 
gave up and left. 

After the house raid, Denis moved to Haarlem, west of 
$PVWHUGDP��LQWR�WKH�˧DW�RI�IULHQG�DQG�IHOORZ�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHU��
Jos van Hövell. Denis continued his work in charge of the editorial 
VWD˯�RI�Ons Volk for a few months. During this time, his advisor 
and friend Jos de Vos met with Denis several times. In his letter 
RI�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�������'H�9RV�ZURWH�WKDW�KH�KDG�DJDLQ�XUJHG�
Denis to be extremely careful. The Allied invasion in the West 
had begun and, as the Italians had signed an armistice with the 
Allies, Denis said to de Vos:
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 “… now that the [Allied] invasion has started, everyone is 
needed to properly end this war, so I have to stay at my post.”

Denis’ Arrest
2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�������'HQLV�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�RQ�DQ�$PVWHUGDP�
train heading to the Hague. He had travelled to Leiden to meet 
with Professor of Civil Law, Huib Drion. As usual, to avoid arrest, 
he was travelling on a false identity card, this time in the name 
of Vermeer or Van Der Meer, as an employee of the Forestry 
Department. Unfortunately, however, his papers were missing 
a control stamp, and this was enough to raise the suspicion of 
inspectors. 

Denis was taken to the Oranjehotel, where guards brought 
him face to face with his childhood nanny, housekeeper, and now 
friend, Lize. She had the presence of mind to tell the Germans 
that she did not know the man in front of her — that he was not 
0U�0HVULW]��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�*HUPDQV�ZHUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�FRQ˥UP�
WKDW�WKH\�KDG�FDSWXUHG�'HQLV�0HVULW]��,Q�KLV�OHWWHU�RI�WKH���WK�RI�
-XQH������WR�'HQLV·�SDUHQWV��-RV�GH�9RV�H[SODLQV�WKH�VLJQL˥FDQFH�
of Lize’s actions, writing that, if the Germans had been able to 
prove Denis’ identity: the chance of getting out of the hands of the 
‘boches’�� would have been zero. 

Although Denis was arrested for his membership of the 
National Committee, an illegal organisation, the Germans were 
never able to prove his identity as a resistance leader. If they 

��  ‘Boches’ is a derogatory French term for Germans, in use since at least WWI; 
VLPLODU�WR�WKH�'XWFK�GHURJDWRU\�WHUP�¶PR˯HQ·�RU�WKH�(QJOLVK�¶NUDXWV·�
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Figure 39: Leiden student Baron Jozef Felix Henri Marie van Hövell van 
Wezeveld en Wester!ier (Jos van Hövell) was both friend and colleague to 
Denis Mesritz. 
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had, it would almost certainly have led him to being tortured 
DQG� WKHQ� VKRW�� ,QVWHDG�� LQ� -XQH� ������ 'HQLV�ZDV�PRYHG� WR� WKH�
Vught concentration camp. 

At Vught, Denis crossed paths with his brother Jean. We 
don’t know if they were able to meet or just send messages. We 
do know that Denis told Jean how well Lize had been looking 
after him at the Houtmanstraat house. Sadly, we have no record 
of whether the brothers were able to spend any time together. As 
far as we know, this was the last time the brothers’ paths crossed 
before they died. 

De Toekomst never became a major resistance paper, but it 
˥OOHG�D�QLFKH�IRU�D�WLPH��$IWHU�'HQLV·�DUUHVW�� -DQ�'ULRQ�VWHSSHG�
up as Chief Editor, and went on to write many articles. Arthur 
Meerwaldt and Glastra van Loon stepped in as replacement 
editors, with Heeres and De Groot also working in the team. 

2Q�WKH���QG�RI�$XJXVW�������Bob Oosthoek��D�NH\�˥JXUH�LQ�WKH�
resistance and member of the Council of Nine with Denis was 
arrested and taken to the Oranjehotel, where he was tortured so 
badly that he was left partially paralysed.

During August and early September, the Allies began closing 
in on the Netherlands, while the Nazis made a last stand. 

Sometime in September, Denis was sent from Vught 
to Rathenau (sometimes spelt Rathenow), a subcamp of 
Sachsenhausen, the main concentration camp for the Berlin 
DUHD�� ,W� PD\� KDYH� KDSSHQHG� RQ� WKH� �WK� RU� �WK� RI� 6HSWHPEHU��
when the Nazis transported large numbers of prisoners to 
Germany, including Professor Benjamin Telders, who was sent 
to Sachsenhausen. 

By the end of September, the Vught camp was liberated, 
HYDFXDWHG� DQG� FORVHG� GRZQ�� ,Q� WRWDO�� ������� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ�
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had been imprisoned there during the Nazi occupation of the 
1HWKHUODQGV�� DQG� ���� UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV�ZHUH� H[HFXWHG� WKHUH��
:KHQ� WKH� $OOLHV� UHDFKHG� 9XJKW�� WKH\� IRXQG� DERXW� ���� GHDG�
bodies in piles near the gates, executed the very morning that 
WKH�FDPS�ZDV�OLEHUDWHG��$ERXW����²����SULVRQHUV�VXUYLYHG��WKH\�
had been due to be executed that afternoon.

Denis’ Incarceration
Unlike Jean, there is no trace of Denis to be found at Kamp 
Westerbork, so it is possible that Denis was not brought to 
Germany via Westerbork, but was sent straight to Rathenau–
Sachsenhausen. Located near the German town of Oranienburg, 
��� NLORPHWUHV� QRUWK� RI� %HUOLQ�� 6DFKVHQKDXVHQ�ZDV� D� SXUSRVH�
built concentration camp, which primarily held political 
SULVRQHUV� IURP� ����� WR� 0D\� ������ 6RPH� ������� LQPDWHV� GLHG�
there from exhaustion, disease, malnutrition, and pneumonia. 
Many others were executed or died as the result of brutal 
PHGLFDO� H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�� 2YHU� ���� 'XWFK� UHVLVWDQFH� ˥JKWHUV�
were executed at Sachsenhausen. 

The subcamp of Rathenau, where Denis was held prisoner, 
ZDV� EXLOW� LQ� WKH� VXPPHU� RI� ������ 6HFXUHG� ZLWK� D� GRXEOH� URZ�
RI� HOHFWULFDOO\� FKDUJHG� EDUEHG� ZLUH� IHQFHV� DQG� ˥YH� ZRRGHQ�
ZDWFKWRZHUV��WKH�EDUUDFNV�FRQWDLQHG�DURXQG����²����SULVRQHUV��
most of whom had come from the Netherlands, Belgium, France, 
Poland, and the Soviet Union. The men were used as forced 
labour building aircraft, mainly wings, in brutal twelve-hour 
shifts, seven days a week.
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Defeat of Nazi Germany is in Sight

$IWHU�'�'D\�LQ�-XQH�������$OOLHG�IRUFHV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SXVK�*HUPDQ�
IRUFHV� EDFN� WKURXJK� ˥HUFH� ˥JKWLQJ�� ZLWK� WKH� ORVV� RI� PDQ\�
lives. The Allies also ordered railway sabotage in the occupied 
Netherlands. On the 4th of September, Belgium regained its 
freedom, and the Belgian government returned home from exile. 
Many of the Nazi occupation forces and their Dutch collaborators 
˧HG�IRU�*HUPDQ\�RQ�¶0DG�7XHVGD\·��WKH��WK�RI�6HSWHPEHU���DQG�
American troops crossed the Dutch–Belgian border and freed 
WKH�WRZQ�RI�0DDVWULFKW�RQ�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�RI�6HSWHPEHU��

Crossing the rivers and waterways that run east to west 
through the Netherlands was a major challenge for the Allied 
forces, as the Germans held all the bridges. Many soldiers and 
civilians died in battles across the southern Netherlands and 
critical infrastructure was damaged. 

,Q� WKH� +XQJHU� :LQWHU� RI� ����²������ ˥JKWLQJ� UHDFKHG� WKH�
Hague, with V-weapons���˥ UHG�QHDU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�FLW\��,Q�KLV�OHWWHU�
WR� /pR�0HVULW]�RI� WKH���WK�RI� -XQH�� -RV�GH�9RV�GHVFULEHG� WKHVH�
weapons as appalling things … which we, the inhabitants of the Hague, 
FDUULHG�RQ�WKH�QHUYHV��)LYH�PLQXWHV�IURP�RXU�R˩FH��WKLV�9�ZHDSRQ�ZDV�
˥UHG�UHJXODUO\��VR�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�DLU�IRUFHV�FRQWLQXRXVO\�LQ�DFWLRQ�
… which was painful. In the end, there was even a danger of death.

��  V-weapons�� NQRZQ� LQ� *HUPDQ� DV� 9HUJHOWXQJVZD˯HQ� �UHSULVDO� ZHDSRQV���
were long-range artillery used for strategic bombing, particularly aerial 
ERPELQJV��GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,��3DUW�RI�WKH�UDQJH�RI�VR�FDOOHG�:XQGHUZD˯HQ�
(wonder weapons) of Nazi Germany, V-weapons were primarily used to bomb 
Allied cities , particularly London and Antwerp. They killed approximately 
�������SHRSOH��PRVWO\�FLYLOLDQV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�:LNLSHGLD��
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'H�9RV�ZHQW�RQ�WR�GHVFULEH�KRZ��RQ�WKH��VW�RI�0DUFK�������WKH�
0HVULW]�IDPLO\�KRPH�DW�QXPEHU����+RXWPDQVWUDDW�ZDV�VHULRXVO\�
damaged, and Lize had to leave: She had just taken steps to empty 
the house when, on March 3, there was a bombing that destroyed most 
RI� WKH� %H]XLGHQKRXW� GLVWULFW�� 7KH� SURSHUW\� DW� ���+RXWPDQVWUDDW�ZDV�
completely devastated. Everything burned; nothing remained.

Although the Allies were making ground, Nazi reprisals 
DJDLQVW�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�OHDGHUV�FRQWLQXHG��,Q�WKH�˥UVW�ZHHN�RI�
-DQXDU\�������$UWKXU�0HHUZDOGW��HGLWRU�RI�WKH�'XWFK�5HVLVWDQFH�
magazines and close collaborator of Denis, was killed in 
Eschershausen, a subcamp of Buchenwald. Two weeks later, 
RQ�WKH���WK�RI�-DQXDU\��GXULQJ�D�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�:RUN�
Committee in Amsterdam, the SiPo raided the address and 
arrested resistance leader Walraven van Hall. Van Hall was locked 
up in the House of Detention at Weteringschans in Amsterdam. 

2Q�WKH���WK�RI�)HEUXDU\�������LQ�UHWDOLDWLRQ�IRU�DQ�DWWDFN�RQ�D�
member of the Nazi military police, Van Hall, among others, was 
executed by gunshot. Their bodies were collected and buried 
in the dunes at Overveen, on the mid-west coast of Holland. 
Van Hall was later moved to the Honorary Cemetery in nearby 
Bloemendaal.

2SHUDWLRQ� 9HULWDEOH� KDG� EHJXQ�� ZLWK� �������� %ULWLVK��
&DQDGLDQ�DQG�3ROLVK�VROGLHUV�˥JKWLQJ�WR�SXVK�WKH�$[LV�SRZHUV�
back into Germany. The eastern and northern provinces were 
OLEHUDWHG�˥ UVW��ZLWK�*HUPDQ\�NHHSLQJ�FRQWURO�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV·�
ZHVWHUQ�SURYLQFHV�XQWLO�0D\��ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�˥QDOO\� IRUFHG�WR�
surrender.
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Denis’ Death
Exhausted and sick as a result of heavy labour and neglect, on 
WKH���WK�RI�0DUFK�������'HQLV�0HVULW]�GLHG�LQ�5DWKHQDX�FDPS��$�
VWDWHPHQW�E\�DQ�$-�$QGUpH�:LOWHQV�RQ�WKH��UG�RI�1RYHPEHU������
FRQ˥UPHG�'HQLV·�GHDWK��

… and Mesritz (Denis) who was caught in May 1944 and was 
transported via Vught to Germany, where he perished in the 
winter in a camp. ��

In a letter from Léo’s brother Denis Mesritz in Switzerland to my 
father, Charles Béliard, Denis mentioned that his two nephews, 
Denis and Jean, had met in Kamp Vught, and that they had both 
been transferred to camps in Germany. He added that they knew 
WKURXJK� D� IULHQG� WKDW� 'HQLV� KDG� EHHQ� GRLQJ� ���KRXU� GD\V� RI�
forced labour in a factory near Rathenau. He wrote: Under-fed 
DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�H[KDXVWHG��KH�>'HQLV@�GLHG�RQ�WKH����0DUFK�����KRXUV�
after having been transported to a hospital space. 

,Q�0DUFK�������'HQLV�0HVULW]�ZDV�UHEXULHG�LQ�WKH�'XWFK�)LHOG�
RI�+RQRXU��DW�/RHQHQ��$SHOGRRUQ��VHFWLRQ�(��QXPEHU�����2I�WKH�����
Dutchmen so honoured, many were Jean’s and Denis’ colleagues 
DQG�IULHQGV��0U�3-�(QN��5HFWRU�0DJQL˥FXV�RI� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
Groningen, Mr Huib Drion, and Dr W Feuilletau de Bruyn spoke 
at Denis’ graveside.

Denis was also posthumously awarded the Dutch Cross of 
Resistance for his work throughout the war.

����$-� $QGUpH� :LOWHQV�� ¶6WDWHPHQW� RI� :LOWHQV� PDGH� RQ� 1RYHPEHU� ��� �����·�
Courtesy of NIOD.
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Figure 41: Left: Denis’ reburial at Loenen was announced in Het Parool on 29 
March 1949. Right: A simple headstone marks his "nal resting-place.

Figure 40: Gates to the Dutch Field of Honour at Loenen in Apeldoorn, 
where Denis was reburied.
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War’s EndWar’s End

TKH�˥QDO�EDWWOHV�RI�:RUOG�:DU�,,�LQ�(XURSH�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�ODWH�
$SULO�DQG�HDUO\�0D\�������2Q�WKH��WK�RI�$SULO�������DV�*HUPDQ�

surrender to the Allies appeared imminent, Misburg-Hannover 
concentration camp was closed, and all surviving prisoners 
were sent to Bergen-Belsen. When the British liberated Bergen-
%HOVHQ�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�$SULO��WKH\�IRXQG�DOPRVW��������SULVRQHUV��
Fourteen days later, American troops entered the Dachau 
camp, where they found thousands of emaciated survivors, 
and thousands of corpses. Due to the prisoners’ poor physical 
condition, thousands more died soon after liberation.

Allied forces took large numbers of Axis prisoners. On 
WKH�:HVWHUQ� )URQW�� $OOLHV� WRRN� ����PLOOLRQ� SULVRQHUV�� DQG� WKH\�
FDSWXUHG�DW�OHDVW���������*HUPDQ�WURRSV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�FDPSDLJQ�RI�
the war in Italy. In the few months up to the end of April, over 
��������*HUPDQ�VROGLHUV�VXUUHQGHUHG�RQ�WKH�(DVWHUQ�)URQW��2Q�
WKH� ��WK� RI� $SULO�� 0XVVROLQL� ZDV� H[HFXWHG�� WKH� IROORZLQJ� GD\��
*HUPDQ�IRUFHV�LQ�,WDO\�VXUUHQGHUHG��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�$SULO��$GROI�
Hitler committed suicide in his bunker.

2Q�WKH��WK�RI�0D\�������*HUPDQ�IRUFHV�VXUUHQGHUHG�LQ�%HUOLQ��
'HQPDUN��DQG�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��$W������KRXUV�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�0D\�
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������ *HQHUDO� %ODVNRZLW]�� WKH� *HUPDQ� &RPPDQGHU�LQ�&KLHI� LQ�
the Netherlands, surrendered to Canadian General Foulkes in the 
Dutch town of Wageningen, in the presence of Prince Bernhard 
(acting as Commander-in-Chief of the Dutch Interior Forces). 

Following news of the German surrender, spontaneous 
FHOHEUDWLRQV�HUXSWHG�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�0D\��7KH�
IROORZLQJ� GD\�� WKH� �WK� RI�0D\� ������ *HQHUDO� .HLWHO� VLJQHG� WKH�
JHQHUDO�VXUUHQGHU� LQ�*HUPDQ\��7KH��WK�RI�0D\�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�
as Victory in Europe Day, or VE-Day for short, celebrating the 
formal acceptance by World War II Allied Forces of Germany’s 
unconditional surrender of its armed forces. While many Allied 
countries observe VE-Day, the Dutch continue to celebrate on the 
�WK�RI�0D\��DV�WKLV�GDWH�PDUNHG�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��

:RUOG�:DU�,,�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�WKH�3DFL˥F��UHDFKLQJ�LWV�ELWWHU�HQG�
RQ�WKH��QG�RI�6HSWHPEHU�������DIWHU�WKH�86�GURSSHG�WZR�DWRPLF�
bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, killing 
��������WR���������FLYLOLDQV�

Accolades for Jean and Denis
Jean and Denis Mesritz both died in Nazi-run camps in March 
������MXVW�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDU��$OWKRXJK�ZH�FDQQRW�
verify their exact dates of death, records state that Jean died in 
Neuengamme and Denis died in Rathenau.

$IWHU� WKH� ZDU�� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� +HQULsWWH� )HXLOOHWDX� GH�
Bruyn-Mulder and her husband placed a death notice about the 
boys in the paper.

Their parents, Léo and Ernestine, had left Europe for 
WKH� 86� RQ� WKH� �WK� RI� $XJXVW� ������ DQG� ZH� KDYH� QR� UHFRUG� RI�
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Figure 42: Newspaper notice of Jean and Denis’ deaths in Het Parool, 17 July 
1945. HE is Henriëtte Emma, the niece of Madame Mulder (and therefore 
Jean and Denis’ second cousin). Translation: Dini Elting.

We received the sad news that 
in the struggle for the freedom 
of the Fatherland Jean Mesritz 
died in March 1945 in the 
Hannover external subcamp of 
the Neuengammme concentration 
camp, aged 27, and his younger 
brother Mr Denis Mesritz, on 17 
March 1945 in the concentration 
camp in Rathenau, aged 25 years. 
On behalf of the family: Dr WKH 
Feuilletau de Bruyn; HE Feuilletau 
de Bruyn-Mulder.

communications between the brothers and their parents after 
WKDW�GDWH��:H�GR�NQRZ�WKDW�/pR�PDGH�QXPHURXV�DWWHPSWV�WR�˥QG�
out what had happened to Jean during and after the war, and he 
received reports of his sons from their friend and mentor Jos de 
Vos. Because De Vos gathered news of the young men throughout 
the war, it is possible that Léo heard updates through him.

$IWHU�WKHLU�GHDWKV��LQ�D�OHWWHU�GDWHG�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH������WR�
Léo and Ernestine Mesritz, De Vos expressed his deep admiration 
IRU�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV��DQG�R˯HUHG�FRPIRUW�

You know that I have known the boys since their birth and that 
they are in my thoughts at all times. I would like to write you 
ZRUGV� RI� FRQVRODWLRQ� DQG� FRPIRUW�� EXW�ZKHQ� \RX� H[SHULHQFH�
such a loss, words fail. The only consolation is the fact that 
the two boys were highly religious and must have died trusting 
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LQ¬*RG��-HDQ·V�OHWWHUV�VSRNH�RI�KLV�EHOLHI��)URP�'HQLV��WKLV�ZDV�
well known; he lived for Christian principles.

Jean and Denis were intensely anti-German. How could they 
have been otherwise? Each sincere Dutchman, that is to say 
PRUH� WKDQ�����RI�RXU�SHRSOH��ZDV�DQWL�*HUPDQ�DQG�ZDV�QRW�
LQ˧XHQFHG� E\� *HUPDQ� SURSDJDQGD�� -HDQ� DQG� 'HQLV� IHOW� WKH�
duty to participate actively in the defeat of Germany, in which 
we, the Dutch, continued to believe so badly … But we were in a 
bad position because the ‘boches’ stuck on us and undressed us 
to the shirt, helped by the Dutch traitors of the NSB.

… But you will understand what happened in the hearts of your 
sons. It was heroic Dutch people who gave their lives for a good 
cause. For you, as their parents, the loss is painful. I sincerely 
hope that with God’s help you will be able to bear this pain.

De Vos wrote of Denis:

Denis has done a lot for his country; he was a brave, heroic boy 
ZKR��OLNH�VR�PDQ\�RWKHUV��IHOO�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�RXU�H[HFXWLRQHUV��
%HOLHYH�PH��,�KDG�D�ORW�RI�D˯HFWLRQ�IRU�'HQLV��EXW�,�FRXOGQ·W�VDYH�
him from his sad fate. 

Not long after the war ended, my father Charles Béliard received 
a letter from my great-uncle Denis Mesritz, who also noted the 
bravery of Denis: 

I have just received a letter from my brother [Léo] of 28th July 
replying to the documents I had sent him, with much care, 
telling him about the death of both his two children.
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They [Léo and Ernestine] are heartbroken, which is completely 
understandable. I fear that we will no longer see my brother in 
Holland.

His son Denis has been a hero; he started an illegal paper in 
Holland, with remarkable courage, he helped and supported 
all those, who like him, were part of the resistance ...

0\�EURWKHU�ZURWH�WKDW��LQ�VSLWH�RI�DOO�WKHLU�VX˯HULQJ��WKH\�FDQ�
only be proud of the behaviour of their two boys.

,Q�D�OHWWHU�WR�:LOOHP�)HXLOOHWDX�GH�%UX\Q�GDWHG�WKH���WK�RI�-XQH�
������ D� IHOORZ� SULVRQHU� RI� 1HXHQJDPPH�� Hans van Ketwich 
Verschuur�� UH˧HFWHG�RQ� WKH� ORVV�RI� WZR�JUHDW�'XWFK� UHVLVWDQFH�
˥JKWHUV�DQG�IULHQGV��Professor Telders and Jean Mesritz:

With his [Jean’s] great friend, Professor Telders, he stayed 
there, both an irreparable loss for their families, but no less for 
our country. 

Although Telders had already proven himself for the 
Fatherland, so that we were sure that he would play a very 
great role in the construction and repair of our country, Jean’s 
friends were convinced that he too was among those who 
would have a great job to do.

A month after the war ended, liberated fellow inmate of Bergen-
Belsen, Jacob Asscher Jr, wrote about Jean Mesritz in a letter to 
Madame Roosje Furstner:

Finally, I can only tell you that Jean was appreciated by all as a 
JRRG�FRPUDGH�DQG�D�YDOLDQW�SDWULRW��+H�FRXUDJHRXVO\�VX˯HUHG�
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WKH�WHUULEOH�IDWH�WKDW�D˯HFWHG�XV�DOO��/HW�WKLV�WKRXJKW�DW�OHDVW�EH�
a consolation for his parents.

Denis in Memoriam

Groningen University, when it was once more able to embrace 
its motto ‘Vivat, Crescat, Floreat Academia Groningana!’ (Live, 
*URZ�� )ORXULVK� *URQLQJHQ� $FDGHP\��� � DOVR� R˯HUHG� UHYHUHQW�
commemoration for those university members who gave their 
lives for the spiritual freedom of their homeland. A plaque 
GLVSOD\V�WKH�QDPHV�RI�SURIHVVRUV��R˩FLDOV�DQG�DOXPQL�ZKR�GLHG�
in the resistance, or otherwise  perished as victims of the Second 
World War.

Figure 43: Monique Bond and brother Luc Béliard in 2013, at the wall of 
honour in Groningen University. Researcher and author Ron van Hasselt 
showed them around, helping them discover more about their uncles’ lives. 
Visual highlight added by Nicole Murray.
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,Q�WKHLU������DOPDQDF��FDOHQGDU�RI�HYHQWV���*URQLQJHQ�8QLYHUVLW\�
honoured Denis Mesritz (translated by Dini Elting):

Denis was a good friend, many members of Vindicat remember 
him as a comrade who was a great support to them in their 
OLYHV�� 'HQLV� ZDV� EOHVVHG� ZLWK� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� JLIWV� LQ� DOPRVW�
HYHU\�DUHD�� KH�KDV�XVHG� WKHP�ZLWK� D� VHO˧HVVQHVV� DQG�D� VHOI�
VDFUL˥FH�WKDW�˥OOV�XV�ZKR�NQHZ�KLP�ZLWK�DGPLUDWLRQ��+H�ZDV�D�
loyal member of the Corps [Student Association] … 

7KLV� DOPDQDF� FDQ� RQO\� H[SUHVV� WKH� WKDQNV� WKDW� FRXQWOHVV�
people in the Netherlands, who owe him much, and sometimes 
everything, would give to him. 

Denis was active; he did not walk only the well-trodden paths, 
but he always created new possibilities himself. He was one of 
the few, who, from the beginning, opposed National Socialism; 
it soon became a life or death struggle for him. His closed and 
VRPHZKDW�VWL˯�QDWXUH�GLG�QRW�PDNH�LW�HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KLP��
Only afterwards did it really dawn on us what we have lost in 
him. Now that the recovery is in progress and we sometimes 
feel powerless, we realise that many of the best have fallen.

It is an impossible task to list all of Denis’ functions. The 
Groningen University community honours him as a leader of 
the student resistance. Having graduated, he left for the Hague; 
there too he was one of the leaders of illegality in nearly all 
areas. He did not shy away from danger. Finally, in May 1944, 
he was arrested in the train by the Sicherheitsdienst, initially 
only on account of a little error in his identity card. However, 
his identity soon became known. 
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Denis has fallen; he died in the camp at Rathenau. The 
Nederlandsche Christen-Studenten Vereeniging (Dutch 
Christian Student Society) also loses in him its general 
chairman: Denis had adopted Christ and had put his whole life 
in His service; the key to all his indefatigable work, his great 
humility, his gentleness of judgment, is Christ’s commandment 
to love your neighbour as yourself. His unshakable faith has 
helped him through everything, right down to the end. He will 
FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�D�VKLQLQJ�H[DPSOH�IRU�XV��'HQLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PHQ�
who laid the foundation for the New Netherlands. His whole 
life is a testimony that no one can lay any other foundation 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

J. R. v. D. L. [Johan Reinhardt van der Leeuw]

The Cross of Resistance

2Q�WKH��WK�RI�0D\�������'HQLV�0HVULW]�ZDV�QDPHG�DV�D�UHFLSLHQW�RI�
the newly instituted Verzetskruis, or Dutch Cross of Resistance. 
This decoration was awarded by Royal Decree in recognition of 
H[FHSWLRQDO�FRXUDJH�DQG�FRQGXFW�LQ�WKH�UHVLVWDQFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�HQHPLHV�
of the Dutch cause, and for maintaining mental freedom. 

The citation can be translated as:

For in dangerous circumstances having shown courage, 
LQLWLDWLYH�� REVWLQDF\�� VDFUL˥FH� DQG� GHGLFDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� EDWWOH�
against the oppressor of the Dutch independence and keeping 
up spiritual freedom, and so honouring in him one of the ways 
RI� UHVLVWDQFH�� WKDW� ZDV� VKRZQ� LQ� LWV� PDQ\� IRUPV� IURP� ��WK�
0D\� ����� XQWLO� �WK� 0D\� ����� LQ� JURZLQJ� PDQQHU� LQ˧LFWLQJ�
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Figure 44: Denis’ award citation for the Cross of Resistance.

damage to the enemies’ cause and having contributed in an 
unforgettable way to the liberation of the homeland.��

The medal is a bronze cross on 
D� ˧DPLQJ� VWDU�� VXUPRXQWHG� E\� D�
crown. In the centre, Saint George 
(the Resistance) kills the dragon 
(the Nazis). The arms of the cross 
are inscribed TROUW TOT IN DEN 
DOOD (loyal unto death). The 
UHYHUVH� VKRZV� D� ˧DPLQJ� VZRUG�
severing a chain. It hangs from a 
crimson gallon, with an orange line 
at each edge.

����ZZZ�WUDFHVRIZDU�FRP�SHUVRQV�������0HVULW]�'HQLV�&ODLUH�%DXGRXLQ�KWP

Figure 45: The Verzetskruis, 
as awarded to Denis Mesritz, 
posthumously, in May 1946.
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Figure 46: Royal decree 17, dated 7 May 1946, listing those awarded the 95 
Dutch Crosses of Resistance.
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5HODWLYHV�UHFHLYHG�WKH�FURVVHV�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�0D\�DW�WKH�5R\DO�
3DODFH�LQ�$PVWHUGDP��7KH�DZDUG�ZDV�JLYHQ�WR�RQO\����UHFLSLHQWV��
RI� ZKLFK� ��� ZHUH� SRVWKXPRXV� DZDUGV�� 0RVW� UHFLSLHQWV� ZHUH�
Dutch, but some Belgians and French were also awarded, and 
D� VSHFLDO� DZDUG� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 2FWREHU� �����ZDV� JLYHQ� WR� WKH�
‘Unknown Jewish Soldier of the Warsaw Ghetto who died for 
the Freedom of all People’. Those awarded were very carefully 
FKRVHQ� IURP� DOO� WKH� GL˯HUHQW� JURXSV� RI� WKH� 'XWFK� 5HVLVWDQFH�
movement, and strict rules ensured that the decoration remains 
one of the highest in ranking in the Dutch system, second only to 
the highest honour, the Military Order of William.

The WWII De Geuzen Medal

My mother Claire had a medal that we think was probably 
also awarded to Denis, although no documentation remains to 
explain it. It is a Geuzen medal, inscribed with the words ‘En tout 
˥GHOOHV�DX�UR\·��,Q�DOO�WKLQJV�OR\DO�WR�WKH�4XHHQ��DURXQG�4XHHQ�
Wilhemina’s portrait. The reverse completes the motto: ‘jusques 

Figure 47: WWII Geuzen medal, most likely awarded to Denis.
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à porter la besase’ (even if it means carrying the beggar’s pouch) 
DURXQG� FODVSHG� KDQGV� ZLWK� WKH� GDWHV� ����� DQG� ������ DQG� WKH�
QXPEHU���

,� KDYH� RQO\� D� VXSHU˥FLDO� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� FXOWXUDO�
VLJQL˥FDQFH� RI� WKH� 'H� *HX]HQ� LQ� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV�� ZKLFK�
GDWHV� EDFN� WR� WKH� ODWH� ����V�� &RXOG� WKH� PHGDO� KDYH� VLJQL˥HG�
PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKH�¶'H�*HX]HQ·�UHVLVWDQFH�JURXS"�'LG�WKH�˥JXUH�
��GHQRWH�'HQLV·�PHPEHUVKLS�RI� WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�1LQH"� ,� LPDJLQH�
WKDW�WKLV�PHGDO�V\PEROLVHV�˥HUFH�OR\DOW\�WR�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�RI�
the Netherlands.

Legacy of Bravery

Tributes to both Jean and Denis Mesritz continued for decades 
DIWHU� WKHLU� GHDWKV�� ,Q� ������ 6XSUHPH� &RXUW� -XVWLFH� DQG� /HLGHQ�
University lecturer Huib Drion spoke of his article, ‘The romantic 
URRWV�RI�GHPRFUDF\·��ZULWWHQ�LQ�$SULO������DV�DQ�HODERUDWLRQ�RI�D�
lecture he had given to an audience in the Hague. He had wanted 
to address the elitist thinking that was popular in many circles 
LQ� WKH� ����V�� 'ULRQ� GHGLFDWHG� KLV� REVHUYDWLRQV� WR� KLV� IULHQG��
UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHU�'HQLV�0HVULW]�

0HVULW]�ZDV�D�˥ UVW�UDWH�PDQ�ZKR�GHGLFDWHG�KLPVHOI�FRPSOHWHO\�
in his underground work. Unfortunately, in the last year of the 
war he was arrested in the train just after he left our house, and 
furthermore then it was discovered that he was ‘half-Jewish’. 
He didn’t survive. A rare, incorruptible and sensitive man who 
made an enormous contribution to the Resistance.

Lamenting the loss of Lodo van Hamel and Jean Mesritz, Erik 
Michielsen wrote in his memoir, Against the Blows of the Eastern 
Wind:
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It would be good to talk about what could have been if they 
were successful. It would have been a well-remembered event 
considering what they were up against. Lodo and Jean wouldn’t 
have died in the conditions they did.

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������GXULQJ�D�UDGLR�LQWHUYLHZ�IRU�Het Parool, Louis 
Tas (also known as Loden Vogel), psychiatrist and concentration 
camp survivor, was asked: 

No matter how successful your life has been, you must have 
VX˯HUHG�ORVVHV"

In his reply, Tas singled out the death of Jean Mesritz:

Because of the war you lose a few years; I could have started 
earlier doing useful work. And then, of course, [there are] 
the valuable and kind people who died at a young age. For 
H[DPSOH��-HDQ�0HVULW]��D�˥QH�IHOORZ�ZKR�,�PHW�LQ�:HVWHUERUN��
He was caught trying to set out to sea with a row boat near 
Scheveningen. Death, that is the real loss.

$QRWKHU� ORYHO\� WULEXWH� FDPH� LQ� -DQXDU\� �����ZKHQ� RXU� IULHQG�
Ron van Hasselt told us this story from Mrs Han Leutscher (née 
+D]HOKR˯��� 6KH� VDLG� WKDW� KHU� FRXVLQ�� $GROI� ¶$WWLH·� +D]HOKR˯�
Heeres had been friends with Denis Mesritz. Attie was interned 
in a death cell during the war, but survived. Attie had told her 
that if he ever had a son he would call him Denis, after his friend 
Denis Mesritz.

Today an organisation called Oorlogsgravenstichting cares 
IRU�'XWFK�:DU�JUDYHV��2Q�WKH�HYH�RI� WKH��WK�RI�0D\�HDFK�\HDU��
a silent walk takes place so that civilians can remember the 
courage and humanity of those lost.
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Jean and Denis are listed together on the Honour Roll of 
WKH�)DOOHQ������²�������ZKLFK�LV�NHSW�LQ�WKH�HQWUDQFH�KDOO�RI�WKH�
Dutch House of Representatives. Each day one page is turned, 
to reveal new names to the public. The roll lists the names of 
WKRVH�ZKR�JDYH�WKHLU�OLYHV�DV�VROGLHUV�RU�UHVLVWDQFH�˥JKWHUV�IRU�
the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the Second World War.��

��  To accommodate edits and additions, the Roll of Honor has also been 
digitised at www.erelijst.nl. You can search for Jean and Denis, and put a 
˧RZHU�QH[W�WR�WKHLU�QDPHV�

Figure 48: Entries for Jean and Denis on the Honour Roll of the Fallen. Note 
the dates here, which do not quite match those from other sources. 
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Afterword

In writing this book, I have learnt something about what 
it was like to live through the war in the Netherlands, and 

something of the lives and deaths of my Dutch uncles, Jean and 
Denis Mesritz. I have the impression that, before the war at least, 
the Dutch considered themselves to be superior to everyone. It 
seems that both of the brothers hated the Germans and referred 
to them as stupid! The Dutch were amongst the richest people 
in the world, particularly those who attended Leiden University, 
as the Mesritz family and their contemporaries did, and they 
believed that they were worthy of it. I don’t really know whether 
the war shook this belief. 

My grandparents, Léo and Ernestine, were churchgoers and, 
while Denis was very much a believer too, it seems that religion 
was less important to Jean. Both young men probably also sought 
adventure. The war was a terrible thing, but these were young 
men in the prime of their life. Just think how exciting it would 
KDYH�EHHQ�IRU�-HDQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����SUHSDULQJ�WR�PDNH�D�GDULQJ�
HVFDSH�WR�(QJODQG��ZLWK�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�EHFRPLQJ�D�˥JKWHU�SLORW�
to foil the Nazis! Perhaps Jean was lured by the idea of doing 
something dangerous, as well as helping to save the Dutch people. 
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From what I’ve read and 
heard, it’s clear that my uncle 
Jean cared for people, and he 
also enjoyed working with 
horses in the army, and was very 
fond of his dog. Close friend, 
author, and feted ‘Soldier of 
Orange’ (ULN�+D]HOKR˯ admired 
Jean a lot, and we were sorry to 
˥QG�RXW�WKDW�ZH�PLVVHG�PHHWLQJ�
Erik by mere months when he passed away a few years ago. Jean 
was someone who, if things needed to happen, stepped up to do 
them. In prison, it seems he found an inner strength that helped 
many people. He was attractive and charismatic, and he used 
these characteristics to ease many of his fellow inmates’ time in 
SULVRQ��7KLV�LV�VXFK�D�GL˯HUHQW�NLQG�RI�VWUHQJWK�WR�WKDW�UHTXLUHG�
for daring undertakings — yet no less valuable.

Figure 49: Jean Mesritz with his 
beloved dog.

Figure 50: Denis travelled widely in his work for the resistance.
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As for my uncle Denis, according to Jos de Vos, he made a huge 
FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�UHVLVWDQFH�H˯RUW��+H�ZDV�WKH�NLQG�RI�SHUVRQ�
who helped people, who went out no matter the weather, who 
RUJDQLVHG�WKLQJV��FRRUGLQDWLQJ�UHVLVWDQFH�H˯RUWV�DQG�SXEOLVKLQJ�
illegal papers. De Vos believed that there were hundreds of 
people who owed Denis enormously. What De Vos says about 
Denis runs deep, and he put a lot of time and care into his letters 
concerning him. I really wish that some of Denis’ writing had 
survived so that we could have a deeper understanding of what 
inspired this young man. 

It was a tragedy for their family that both my uncles died, and 
awful to think that they were so close to surviving the war. I also 
˥QG�LW�WHUULEO\�VDG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�HDFK�RWKHU�
LQ�WKHLU�UHVLVWDQFH�H˯RUWV�³�RQFH�-HDQ�KDG�EHHQ�LPSULVRQHG�LQ�
2FWREHU�������ZH�NQRZ�RI�RQO\�RQH�WLPH�WKDW�WKHLU�SDWKV�FURVVHG�
EHIRUH�WKH\�GLHG��DW�9XJKW�FDPS�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�������DQG�
we don’t know whether they were able to share more than a few 
moments with each other.

One more story shows how the war could take people down 
unexpected paths: this is the tale of a student friend of Jean and 
(ULN�+D]HOKR˯�� $OH[DQGHU� 5RZHUWK�� $OH[DQGHU� KDG� HQOLVWHG� LQ�
the Dutch Army before the war broke out. Once war was declared, 
however, his parents — who were Dutch but of German origin 
— were taken into custody by the Dutch and held in prison. In 
Soldier of Orange��+D]HOKR˯� UHODWHV�KRZ�� D� FRXSOH� RI� GD\V� ODWHU��
Alexander rang and asked if he would come and visit, particularly 
as Alexander’s mother was not handling the situation well. But 
Erik did not want to visit people who were suspected of being 
collaborators. The next time the Leideners saw Alexander, he was 
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Figure 51: Ernestine and Léo Mesritz at daughter Claire’s home, Witherenden 
Mill in Sussex, England, about 10 or 15 years after the end of WWII.
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LQ�*HUPDQ�XQLIRUP��$W�WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�ZDU��KRZHYHU��+D]HOKR �˯
wrote that he received a postcard from Alexander from Russia 
that read: Sorry guys, but we’re still friends, aren’t we? Alexander 
ODWHU�GLHG�˥JKWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�66�LQ�WKH�8NUDLQH�

---

After the war, my grandparents Léo and Ernestine returned to 
Europe and their house in Eze, France. Léo soon visited Holland, 
found Lize, and organised a lifelong stipend for her, in thanks 
for her care and support of both Jean and Denis throughout the 
war. After that visit, however, my grandparents refused to go 
to the Netherlands ever again. In their old age they moved to 
Switzerland. 

My mother, who had divorced my father when I was only two 
years old, married an Englishman with strong ties to Italy. Claire 
and Charles Nalder had two daughters together, my younger 
sisters Annie and Alex.  My older siblings remained in France, 
and I lived with Claire and her new family in England and then 
at Lake Como in Italy. It is to Annie that our mother gave the 
*HX]HQ�PHGDO��,Q�WKH�PLG�����V��,�ZDV�˥QDOO\�DEOH�WR�UHFRQQHFW�
with my father, and I visited him regularly in France until his 
GHDWK�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�$XJXVW�������

%RWK�/pR�DQG�(UQHVWLQH�GLHG�LQ�6ZLW]HUODQG��/pR�LQ������DQG�
(UQHVWLQH� LQ������� ,� UHPHPEHU�YLVLWLQJ� WKHP�WKHUH�RQ� WKH�ZD\�
home from Oxford University to my mother and step-father’s 
KRXVH�QHDU�&DVWHOOLQD�LQ�&KLDQWL�� ,WDO\� LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��7KH\�
were, as always, pleased to see me and good to talk to, but the 
OLYHV�DQG�VDFUL˥FHV�RI�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV�ZHUH�QHYHU�VSRNHQ�RI��,�ZDV�
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Figure 52: Claire’s children — we are all family now. Upper: Mummy, Annie 
and me, at home at Witherenden Mill, about 1950. Middle: With my older 
siblings, Luc and Miki (Marie Claire) in Morocco, in about 1955. Lower: 
Crossing the Channel with Mummy, Alexe and Annie, about 1958.
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DEOH�WR�YLVLW�WKHP�ZLWK�P\�˥UVW�EDE\��'HQLVH��VR�WKH\�NQHZ�WKDW�
Denis’ name lived on in her.

I think I can understand that it may have been too painful 
for my grandparents — and even my mother — to talk about the 
ER\V�WKH\·G�ORVW��%XW�,�˥ QG�LW�YHU\�VDG�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�P\�XQFOHV�
/XFLHQ��-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV�ZDV�H˯HFWLYHO\�ORVW�WR�P\�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
their family. 

,Q�������VRPHRQH�³�:LOOHP�)HXLOOHWDX�GH�%UX\Q��ZH�EHOLHYH�
— attended the ceremony at which Denis was posthumously 
awarded the Cross of Resistance. Since that event, as far as I’ve 
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�˥ QG�RXW��QR�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHVHQW�DW�DQ\�
of the numerous events held to commemorate the contributions 
made to the Dutch resistance by my uncles and their brave 
compatriots. I am glad to have found out something about them 
DQG�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKHLU�H˯RUWV�ZHUH�UHFRJQLVHG�DQG�DUH�VWLOO�
commemorated in the Netherlands. They are a potent reminder 
that the power to resist evil lies in all of us.

I hope this book reclaims their lives for our family, celebrating 
WKHLU�VWUHQJWK��VHUYLFH��DQG�VDFUL˥FH�E\�NHHSLQJ�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�
Jean and Denis Mesritz alive. 
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Key PeopleKey People

Names are alphabetised in the Dutch manner, discounting the 
SUH˥[HV�GH��YDQ��YDQ�GHQ��YDQ�·W��DQG�YDV��7R�DVVLVW�(QJOLVK�

speakers, the part of the name alphabetised is underlined.

Professor Lourens Gerhard Marinus Baas Becking� ��� -DQ� ����� ²�
��-DQ�������$�PLFURELRORJLVW�DQG�SURIHVVRU�RI�ERWDQ\�DW�/HLGHQ�
University, Baas Becking was helping the group trying to cross 
to England and was arrested with Jean at Lake Tjeuke. He was 
DFTXLWWHG�DQG�UHOHDVHG�LQ�-XQH�������

After World War II, Baas Becking became a colonel in the Red 
&URVV��WKHQ�PRYHG�WR�1HZ�&DOHGRQLD�DV�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�VFLHQWL˥F�
FRXQFLO�RI�WKH�6RXWK�3DFL˥F�&RPPLVVLRQ��DQG�˥ QDOO\�WR�$XVWUDOLD��
ZKHUH�KH�FRQWLQXHG�KLV�VFLHQWL˥F�ZRUN�

Boissevain family The whole family worked hard in the resistance 
in a variety of ways. Jan, his wife Mies, and their three sons hosted 
WKH�&6��JURXS��ZKRVH�DFWLYLWLHV�LQFOXGHG�DUPHG�UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�
German occupation. 

• Jan (Canada) Boissevain�����0D\������²����-DQ�������ZDV�
WKH�˥UVW�WR�EH�LPSULVRQHG��DQG�GLHG�LQ�%XFKHQZDOG�FDPS��

• Jan-Karel (Janka) Boissevain� ������ ²� �� 2FW� ������ DQG�
Gideon (Gi) Boissevain�������²���2FW��������,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�
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RI�������WKH�EURWKHUV�WULHG�WR�FURVV�WR�(QJODQG�LQ�D�ERDW�
made of wine barrels, but were arrested. They persuaded 
WKH�¶0R˯HQ·�LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�VWXGHQW�SUDQN��DQG�ZHUH�IUHHG�WR�
FRQWLQXH�WKHLU�UHVLVWDQFH�ZRUN��$IWHU�&6��ZDV�EHWUD\HG�LQ�
$XJXVW�������-DQ�.DUHO�DQG�*LGHRQ�ZHUH�VKRW�E\�WKH�1D]LV�
at Overveen. 

• Adrienne Minette (Mies) Boissevain-van Lennep� �����²
������� DQG� WKHLU� \RXQJHVW� VRQ�� Frans Boissevain� �����²
������ IRFXVHG� RQ� UHVFXLQJ� PDQ\� -HZLVK� FKLOGUHQ� DQG�
families. Arrested by the Gestapo along with Janka and 
Gi, Mies and Frans were sent into the camp system, which 
they barely survived.

Iman Jacob Pieter van den Bosch ����0D\������²����2FW�������$�
key Dutch resistance leader and close colleague of Denis Mesritz, 
Van den Bosch was involved in Dutch espionage and the Council 
RI�1LQH��2Q����2FWREHU�������9DQ�GHQ�%RVFK�PHW�GHOHJDWHV�IURP�
the various Dutch resistance organisations at a house on the 
Parklaan in Groningen. They were betrayed: the Germans were 
aware of the meeting and were waiting for the participants. Van 
GHQ�%RVFK�ZDV�KLW�E\�JXQVKRW�LQ�WKH�FKHVW��DQG�˧HG�WR�D�ELF\FOH�
shop where he was able to get rid of incriminating papers. The 
SiPo followed and arrested him, but thanks to his quick actions, 
they did not realise that Van den Bosch was a leader of the 
resistance. They knew only his alias, Van den Berg — as Van den 
Bosch carried an identity card in his true name, no connection 
was made. Nonetheless, he was executed at Westerbork ten 
days later; his body was cremated and the ash collected in an 
XUQ�E\�D�-HZLVK�FDPS�RFFXSDQW��2Q��QG�1RYHPEHU�������WKH�XUQ�
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was placed in the Resistance Monument at Esserveld General 
Cemetery in Groningen.

Dr Willem Karel Hendrik Feuilletau de Bruyn� ���� -XO� ����� ²� ���
0D\�������$�VROGLHU�DQG�UHVHDUFKHU�ZKR�OHG�PDQ\�H[SHGLWLRQV�LQ�
Seram (now part of Indonesia) and New Guinea and was politically 
DFWLYH�DIWHU�::,,�� �+H��PDUULHG�+HQULsWWH�(PPD�0XOGHU��QLHFH�
of Madame Mulder (Jean and Denis’ grandmother). Feuilletau de 
Bruyn and his wife were the family representatives who placed a 
notice of Jean and Denis’ deaths in Het Parool�LQ������

Jan Campert� ���� $XJ� ����� ²� ��� -DQ� ������ $� MRXUQDOLVW�� WKHDWUH�
critic, and writer who lived in Amsterdam. Campert was arrested 
for aiding Jews, and died in Neuengamme concentration camp. 

Professor Rudolph Pabus Cleveringa� ���$SU������²����'HF�������
Professor of Law at Leiden University, Cleveringa gave a powerful 
speech against the dismissal of his Jewish colleagues at student 
SURWHVWV� RQ� WKH� ��WK� RI� 1RYHPEHU� ������ +H� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� WKH�
next day and sent to the Oranjehotel, where he was held until 
��WK� -XQH� ������ +H� DQG� KLV� FROOHDJXHV� DW� /HLGHQ� 8QLYHUVLW\�
continued their resistance activities, joining the ‘College van 
Vertouwensmannen’ (College of Trusted Men). Cleveringa was 
UH�DUUHVWHG� LQ� WKH� VSULQJ�RI� �����DQG� LPSULVRQHG� LQ�9XJKW�� ,Q�
both camps, he met up with his former student, Jean Mesritz. 
In his book, Gedenkschriften, Cleveringa wrote about Jean being 
a great help while they were together in Vught. He returned to 
university work after the war, and died just over thirty years 
ODWHU��DJHG����
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Drion brothers Both Jan and Huib worked in the illegal 
publications that were so essential to the Dutch resistance. 

• FJW (Jan) Drion�����'HF������²���0DU�������EHFDPH�RQH�RI�
the designers of the new Dutch civil code, and a professor 
at Leiden University after the war, succeeding Meijers, 
whose dismissal as a Jew was one of the sparks for the 
XQLYHUVLW\�VWULNH�DQG�&OHYHULQJD·V������OHFWXUH��

• Huibert (Huib) Drion� ���� $SU� ����� ²� ��� $SU� ������ $IWHU�
WWII, Huib rose to become Supreme Court Justice, 
internationally known for championing euthanasia.

Kees van Eendenburg� ���� 'HF� ����� ²� �� 6HS� ������� 2QH� RI� WKH�
three Leideners who successfully crossed from the Netherlands 
WR� (QJODQG� E\� VHD� LQ� -XO\� ������9DQ� (HQGHQEXUJ� ODWHU� EHFDPH�
SDUW�RI�WKH����QG�'XWFK�6TXDGURQ�5$)��+H�ZDV�VKRW�GRZQ�QHDU�
Lille, but made a belly landing and escaped the Germans. He 
ZDV�SURPRWHG�WR�6TXDGURQ�/HDGHU�RQ���WK�6HSWHPEHU�������+H�
retired soon after the war.

Willem (Wim) Eggink� ��� 0D\� ����� ²� ��� $SU� ������ $Q� 8WUHFKW�
student and a leader of Ons Volk, Eggink worked closely with Denis 
0HVULW]�DQG�+DQ�*HOGHU��(JJLQN�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�DV�D�VWD˯�PHPEHU�
of Het Parool� LQ� HDUO\� ������+LV� WULDO� WRRN�SODFH� IURP���WK� -XO\�
WR��WK�$XJXVW�������GXULQJ�ZKLFK� WLPH�KH�PDUULHG�/HLGHQ� ODZ�
student and Ons Volk employee Johanna van Hellenberg Hubar. 
(JJLQN�ZDV�KHOG�DW�.DPS�$PHUVIRRUW�XQWLO�$XJXVW�������WKHQ�DW�
+DPHOLQ�3ULVRQ��ZKHUH�KH�GLHG�MXVW�EHIRUH�KLV���WK�ELUWKGD\.

Madame Roosje van Lelyveld Furstner� ������²�������5RRVMH�ZDV�
the wife of Dr Willem Furstner, the Mesritz family doctor in 
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WKH¬Hague. They were good friends of the Mesritz family and 
knew Jean and Denis from childhood. Jean was like a second son 
to Madame Furstner: she took him care packages while he was in 
.DPS�9XJKW�LQ�������DQG�H[FKDQJHG�OHWWHUV�ZLWK�-DFRE�$VVFKHU�
Jr about Jean during the war. 

Gustaaf Henri (Han) Gelder� ��� -XO� �����²���� -DQ�������$�/HLGHQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQW��ZKR�KHOSHG�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�WKH�'XWFK�˥JKW�IRU�
freedom as a foreman of the Council of Nine. After helping to 
publish many illegal papers, Han Gelder was taken by the SiPo 
RQ���VW�-DQXDU\�������GXULQJ�D�UDLG�RQ�WKH�Het Parool premises. 
Gelder bravely shot himself, so that he could not be arrested 
by the Nazis and risk passing on important intelligence. His 
VDFUL˥FH�DOVR�SUHVHUYHG�KLV�DQRQ\PLW\��DV�KH�ZDV�QRW�FDUU\LQJ�
identity papers. Gelder was awarded a Cross of Resistance, and is 
now buried in the Dutch Field of Honour at Loenen. 

Walraven (Wally) van Hall�����)HE������²����)HE�������:HOO�NQRZQ�
'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH�OHDGHU��˥QDQFLHU��DQG�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�5HVLVWDQFH�
Bank. Van Hall was captured and executed by the Nazis in 
)HEUXDU\�������

He was posthumously awarded the Dutch Cross of Resistance 
(Verzetskruis). The United States awarded him the Medal of 
Freedom with Gold Palm, Israel recognised him as ‘Righteous 
$PRQJ�WKH�1DWLRQV·�LQ������IRU�VXSSRUWLQJ�DQG�IXQGLQJ�EHWZHHQ�
���� DQG� ���� -HZV� LQ� KLGLQJ� GXULQJ� WKH� ZDU�� ,Q� KRQRXU� RI� KLV�
GHHGV�LQ�WKH�UHVLVWDQFH�� LQ������D�PRQXPHQW�ZDV�HUHFWHG�QHDU�
WKH�R˩FH�RI�WKH�'XWFK�&HQWUDO�%DQN��DW�WKH�)UHGHULNVSOHLQ����LQ�
Amsterdam.
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Lieutenant-Commander Lodewijk Anne Rinze Jetse (Lodo) van 
Hamel ��� -XQ� ����� ²� ��� -XQ� ������� ZDV� D� 'XWFK� QDYDO� R˩FHU�
(Lieutenant Commander second class) at the Fort in IJmuiden 
at the outbreak of  World War II in the Netherlands. He helped 
evacuate the British Army from Dunkirk as Commander of 
Hr. Ms. motorboat M74� EHIRUH�EHFRPLQJ� WKH�˥UVW�'XWFK�VHFUHW�
agent in the occupied Netherlands (alias Willem van Dalen). 
Van Hamel was a childhood friend of the Mesritz family, and he 
was arrested at Lake Tjeuke with Jean Mesritz and executed by 
order of a German military court. Van Hamel’s resistance work 
ZDV�FRQWLQXHG�E\�KLV�ROGHU�EURWKHU�*HUDUG�YDQ�+DPHO� ������²�
������� 3RVWKXPRXV� DZDUGV� IRU� /RGR� YDQ� +DPHO� LQFOXGH� WKH�
Military Order of William (Knight 4th Class) and the Resistance 
Commemoration Cross.

Siebren (Erik +D]HOKR˯) Roelfzema� ��� $SU� ����� ²� ��� 6HS� ������
$Q� LPSRUWDQW�˥JXUH� LQ� WKH�'XWFK�UHVLVWDQFH��5$)�˥JKWHU�SLORW�
+D]HOKR˯�ZDV�D�YHU\�FORVH�IULHQG�RI�-HDQ�0HVULW]��DQG�XQGHUWRRN�
many undercover missions for the Dutch government-in-exile. 

1HDU�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDU��+D]HOKR˯�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�$GMXWDQW�
(assistant) to Queen Wilhelmina. He was awarded the RAF 
Distinguished Flying Cross and made a Knight 4th Class of the 
0LOLWDU\� :LOOLDP� 2UGHU�� +D]HOKR˯� ZDV� DOVR� D� ZULWHU�� DQG� KLV�
memoir, Soldier of Orange��KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�LQWR�D�˥OP�DQG�D�VWDJH�
musical.

Doctor Johannes Floris Philippus (Hans) Hers����-XO������²����2FW�
������ +HUV� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� ZLWK� KLV� IULHQG� -HDQ� 0HVULW]� DW� /DNH�
Tjeuke. After serving a three-year sentence, during which he 
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married Toos Schreuder, Hers was kept in ‘Schutzhaft’ (a kind of 
protective custody) until the end of the war, at Münster prison, 
Brual-Rhede camp, Waldheim prison, and Zwickau prison. He 
ZDV�PRYHG�WR�6DFKVHQKDXVHQ�FDPS�RQ���WK�-XO\�������ZKHUH�KH�
ZDV�D�GRFWRU�LQ�WKH�LQ˥UPDU\��:KHQ�5XVVLDQ�DQG�3ROLVK�VROGLHUV�
OLEHUDWHG�WKH�FDPS�RQ���QG�$SULO�������+HUV�VWD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�VLFN��
DQG�GLG�QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�XQWLO���WK�$XJXVW�������
After the war, Hers had to start his medical studies in Leiden 
again, because exam results from before the war were no longer 
YDOLG��+H�REWDLQHG�KLV�GRFWRUDWH�FXP�ODXGH�LQ�1RYHPEHU�������,Q�
������+DQV�+HUV�ZDV�DZDUGHG�WKH�*UDQG�&URVV�RI�+RQRXU�LQ�WKH�
House Order of Orange. 

Jozef Felix Henri Marie Baron van Hövell van Wezeveld en 
:HVWHU˧LHU��-RV�YDQ�+|YHOO������-DQ������²���-DQ�������$�IRXQGLQJ�
member of the Council of Nine and close friend of Denis Mesritz. 
Denis stayed with Van Hövell for a time during the war. On the 
QLJKW� RI� ��WK�0DUFK� ������ -RV� YDQ� +|YHOO� ZDV� DUUHVWHG� LQ� WKH�
+DJXH��KHOG� LQ� WKH�2UDQMHKRWHO� IRU���PRQWKV��DQG� WKHQ�PRYHG�
to the Herzogenbusch concentration camp (Kamp Vught). 
,Q� 6HSWHPEHU� ����� KH� ZDV� GHSRUWHG� YLD� 6DFKVHQKDXVHQ� WR�
Neuengamme concentration camp, where he had to do heavy 
IRUFHG� ODERXU��+H�GLHG�RI� H[KDXVWLRQ�RQ� ��WK� -DQXDU\� ������ DW�
WKH�DJH�RI�����+H�ZDV�SRVWKXPRXVO\�DZDUGHG�WKH�'XWFK�&URVV�RI�
Resistance (Verzetskruis).

Henricus Petrus Johannes (Hans) van Ketwich Verschuur�����-DQ�
�����²�������ZDV�KHOG�LQ�9XJKW��$PHUVIRRUW�DQG�1HXHQJDPPH�
FDPSV� IURP������ WR� ������ ,Q�0D\�������KH� VXUYLYHG�D� WRUSHGR�
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attack on the transport ship Cap Arona (in Lubeck), before 
EHFRPLQJ�'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO�RI�WKH�'XWFK�5HG�&URVV������²�����+H�
was later appointed as Envoy to the Red Cross in Lebanon from 
����²�����

Carel Henrik (Cally) Kranenburg� ���� $XJ� ����� ²� ��� 0DU� ������
)ROORZLQJ� R˩FHU� WUDLQLQJ� DW� $PHUVIRRUW�� &DUHO� VHUYHG� LQ� WKH�
Royal Netherlands Army. Kranenburg was a friend of Jean 
Mesritz, codenamed ‘The Hussar’, and he was one of the group 
DUUHVWHG�DW�/DNH�7MHXNH��EXW�KH�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�RQ����$SULO�������
2Q����-XO\�������.UDQHQEXUJ�ZDV�VHFRQGHG�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��
+H�WUDLQHG�IXUWKHU�LQ�6FRWODQG�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�RQ����
November left for the East Indies on secondment to the Navy, 
DUULYLQJ� LQ� -DYD�RQ���WK�0DUFK�������2Q���WK�0DUFK�������KLV�
armoured car was attacked, and he was killed when he opened 
the turret’s valve to shoot his attacker. Kranenburg was reburied 
in the Dutch Field of Honour, Kembang Kuning, in Surabaya. 

Helena Kuipers-Rietberg��FRGHQDPH�7DQWH�5LHN������0D\������²�
���'HF� ������ )RXQGHU�RI� WKH� /DQGHOLMNH�2UJDQLVDWLH�9RRU�+XOS�
Aan Onderduikers (LO), the National Organisation for Help to 
3HRSOH� LQ�+LGLQJ��ZKLFK� RSHUDWHG� EHWZHHQ�PLG������ DQG�0D\�
������DQG�VDYHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH��%HIRUH�::,,��
Madame Kuipers-Rietberg had been active in creating a national 
organisation of Dutch women of the Reformed church, which 
was helpful in forming the LO’s networks. She and her husband, 
3LHW��KDG�˥YH�FKLOGUHQ��

:KHQ� WKH\�ZHUH� FDSWXUHG� LQ�0D\� ������ WKH� FRXSOH� DJUHHG�
that Helena would take full responsibility for the actions of 
the LO, in the hope that reprisals against a woman would be 
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OHVV¬VHYHUH��6KH�ZDV�VHQW�WR�9XJKW�DQG�WKHQ�5DYHQVEUXFN��ZKHUH�
VKH�GLHG�RQ�WKH����RI�'HFHPEHU�������3LHW�DQG�WKHLU�˥YH�FKLOGUHQ�
survived the war.

Lize Jean and Denis’ childhood nanny, and later housekeeper at 
Madame Mulder’s house, Lize was dedicated in her support of the 
family. She visited Jean in Kamp Vught, taking him care parcels, 
and lied, at considerable risk to herself, about recognising Denis. 
Léo returned to the Hague after the war and provided Lize a 
lifelong stipend in gratitude for her care of his mother and sons. 
The fact that Lize is one of the few people for whom we have not 
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�˥QG�D�VXUQDPH�LV�SUREDEO\�D�UH˧HFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�
VWUDWL˥FDWLRQ�LQ�'XWFK�VRFLHW\�DW�WKDW�WLPH�DQG�GRHV�QRW�UHSUHVHQW�
any lack of respect on my part for this brave and caring woman.

Arthur Meerwaldt� ���� 2FW� ����� ²� �� -DQ� ������ $Q� HGLWRU� DQG�
publisher who worked closely with Denis Mesritz to produce Ons 
Volk and the resistance papers Bron, De Geus and Het Parool. 

)ROORZLQJ� KLV� DUUHVW� E\� WKH� 1D]LV�� RQ� ��WK� 0D\� ������
Meerwaldt was transferred to Amersfoort transit camp, then 
:ROYHQSOHLQ�SULVRQ�LQ�8WUHFKW��$W�KLV�WULDO�LQ�-XO\²$XJXVW������LQ�
Utrecht, although the death penalty was demanded for prisoners 
of the Het Parool�*URXS��KH�ZDV�LQVWHDG�VHQWHQFHG�WR�˥IWHHQ�\HDUV�
in prison. He was transferred to Hamelin prison, and eventually 
to Eschershausen labour camp, where, weakened by hunger, cold 
DQG�QHJOHFW��KH�GLHG�RI�SQHXPRQLD�RQ���-DQXDU\�������0HHUZDOGW�
is now buried at the Dutch Field of Honour near Hannover. 

Michielsen brothers Both Erik and Karel were ‘Den Haag’ 
youngsters, and later part of the Leidener set. They escaped 
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separately to England, where they continued to serve the Dutch 
resistance.

• Erik Frits Karel Michielsen����-XO������²����$XJ�������(ULN�
Michielsen was a good friend of Jean Mesritz, and a Reserve 
Lieutenant of the Dutch Field Artillery, who fought in the 
%DWWOH�RI�*UHEEHEHUJ�����0D\��������+H�UHDFKHG�(QJODQG�
LQ�-XQH�������DIWHU�VL[�IDLOHG�DWWHPSWV��DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�DLU�
IRUFH��G\LQJ�LQ�$XJXVW������GXULQJ�¶%XOOVH\H·�QLJKW�˧\LQJ�
training in Shropshire. He was just twenty-eight years 
old. Erik’s memoir, Against the Gusts of the East Wind, was 
SXEOLVKHG�SRVWKXPRXVO\�LQ�������

• Karel Michielsen�������²�������2QH�RI�WKH�WKUHH�/HLGHQHUV�
who successfully crossed from the Netherlands to 
(QJODQG�E\�VHD��LQ�-XO\�������LQ�9DQ�(HQGHQEXUJ·V�Bebek. 
Michielsen, a close friend of Jean Mesritz, survived the 
war. His memoir, Bygone Glory, remains unpublished.

Alfred David (Fred) vas Nunes����6HS������²����-DQ�������2QH�RI�WKH�
three Leideners who successfully crossed from the Netherlands 
WR�(QJODQG�E\�VHD��LQ�-XO\�������$�ODZ\HU��DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��9DV�1XQHV�
became embassy consul at the United Nations in New York and 
Director of Shell Nederland.

Bob Oosthoek ���� -XQ� ����� ²� ���2FW� ������$Q� DFWRU� DQG�GUDPD�
teacher in the Hague who also worked with the LO, and 
FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�˥QDQFLHU�9DQ�+DOO��+H�ZDV�D�NH\�PHPEHU�RI�
the Council of Nine and distributed the illegal journals De Stem 
van Strijdend Nederland and Ons Volk. Oosthoek was arrested 
RQ� ��QG�$XJXVW� ������ DQG� VXEMHFWHG� WR� VXFK� VHYHUH� WRUWXUH� DW�
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the Oranjehotel that he was partially paralysed. His body was 
found on the railway tracks on the way to Kamp Neuengamme. 
He was posthumously awarded the Dutch Cross of Resistance 
(Verzetskruis).

François van ’t Sant� ����)HE������²���-XQ�������:RUNLQJ�FORVHO\�
with Queen Wilhelmina throughout WWII, as he had done in 
WWI and the inter-war years, Van ’t Sant became head of the 
Dutch secret intelligence service in exile in London during the 
ZDU��+H�EHFDPH�D�FRQWURYHUVLDO�˥JXUH��ZLWK�PDQ\�FRQVLGHULQJ�
KLP�WR�KDYH�WRR�PXFK�LQ˧XHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�4XHHQ��DQG�WRR�PXFK�
power. Van ’t Sant continued to serve the House of Orange-
Nassau after the war.

Marion Smit It seems most likely that Marion Smit was Van 
Hamel’s girlfriend. Part of Jean Mesritz’s group trying to cross 
WR�(QJODQG��6PLW�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�LQ�2FW�������FRQYLFWHG��EXW�WKHQ�
DFTXLWWHG� DQG� UHOHDVHG� LQ� -XQH� ������ 7KH� *HUPDQ� WULDO� QRWHV�
suggest that Smit had organised safe houses for Van Hamel, and 
that Van Hamel had promised to take both his loved one (Smit) 
and Jean Mesritz with him to England.

Professor Benjamin Marius Telders� ����0DU� ����� ²� ��$SU� ������ 
The son of lawyer and attorney Wilhelm Albert Telders; a Dutch 
lawyer, politician (Liberal State Party chairman), and professor 
of international law at Leiden University. 

Telders was heavily involved with the Dutch resistance, 
along with Prof. Cleveringa. He published illegal papers and 
PRELOLVHG� VWXGHQWV� LQ� SURWHVW��ZKLFK� OHG� WR�KLV� DUUHVW� RQ� ��WK�
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'HFHPEHU�������+H�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�DW� OHDVW�˥YH�GL˯HUHQW�FDPSV�³�
Scheveningen, Buchenwald, Vught, Sachsenhausen, and Bergen-
Belsen, where he died just nine days before liberation. Telders 
was posthumously awarded the Cross of Resistance.

Antonius Franciscus (Anton) van Velsen�����1RY������²�6HS�������
Appointed Second Lieutenant of the Marines just a few weeks 
before the Nazi invasion of the Netherlands, Van Velsen was 
DUUHVWHG�IRU�HVSLRQDJH�LQ������DQG�LPSULVRQHG�LQ�6DFKVHQKDXVHQ�
concentration camp, then moved via Auschwitz-Buna to Birkenau 
LQ�'HFHPEHU�������$IWHU�WKH�ZDU��9DQ�9HOVHQ�VDZ�DFWLYH�VHUYLFH�LQ�
the East Indies, and lost his left leg. After his retirement from the 
PLOLWDU\��KH�EHFDPH�D�ODZ\HU��,Q�)UDQNIXUW��LQ�������KH�WHVWL˥HG�DW�
a war crimes trial of Auschwitz personnel. 

Jacob (Jos) de Vos A close friend and advisor of Léo, Jean, and 
Denis Mesritz. Denis lived for a period during WWII at De Vos’ 
R˩FHV� LQ� WKH� +DJXH�� 'XULQJ� DQG� DIWHU� WKH� ZDU�� 'H� 9RV� ZURWH�
several detailed letters to those who asked after Jean, or Denis, 
or both.
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DUWLNHO���������ORGR�YDQ�KDPHO�VSLRQ�YDQ�RUDQMH

Figure 24: Public domain from commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Flickr_-_Erfgoed_in_Beeld_-_Visit_of_Queen_Wilhelmina_
and_Princess_Juliana_to_the_city_of_Breda.jpg (cropped).

Figure 25: Photo-typeset by Nicole Murray.

Figure 26: [Lodo van Hamel death notice], De Telegraaf 
>QHZVSDSHU@�����-XQ�������S������KWWSV���ZZZ�GHOSKHU�QO�QO�
NUDQWHQ��YLHZHG����0D\�����

Figure 28: Public domain from www.deathcamps.org/
reinhard/pic/bigvughtmap.jpg.

Figure 30: Public domain from commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
)LOH�:LOOHPB.DUHOB+HQGULNB)HXLOOHWDXBGHB%UX\QB������������
jpg.

Figure 31: Vitavia, CC BY-SA 4.0 commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Niederländisches_Ehrenfeld_FriedhofOhlsdorf_(2).jpg 
(converted to black and white).  

Figure 37: Han Gelder (left) public domain from www.geni.
FRP�SKRWR�YLHZ��������������������"DOEXPBW\SH SKRWRVB
RIBPH	SKRWRBLG ��������������������DQG�:LP�(JJLQN��ULJKW��
SXEOLF�GRPDLQ�IURP�RRUORJVJUDYHQVWLFKWLQJ�QO�SHUVRRQ�������
willem-eggink.

Figure 38: Public domain from commons.wikimedia.org/w/
LQGH[�SKS"FXULG ��������
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Figure 39: Public domain from Oranjehotel Book of the Dead www.
QDWLRQDDODUFKLHI�QO�RQGHU]RHNHQ�DUFKLHI����������LQYQU���
˥OH�1/�+D1$B��������B�B����������������B����

Figure 41: Newspaper clipping (left) [Denis Mesritz reburial], 
Het Parool�>QHZVSDSHU@�����0DU�������S�����KWWSV���ZZZ�GHOSKHU�
QO�QO�NUDQWHQ��YLHZHG����0D\������

Figure 42: [Jean and Denis Mesritz death notice], Het Parool 
>QHZVSDSHU@�����-XO�������S�����KWWSV���ZZZ�GHOSKHU�QO�QO�
NUDQWHQ��YLHZHG����0D\�������

Figure 45: Door Medalmaniak – Eigen werk, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
KWWSV���FRPPRQV�ZLNLPHGLD�RUJ�Z�LQGH[�SKS"FXULG ��������

Figure 47: Courtesy of Ann Blake.

Figure 48: www.erelijst.nl/jean-adrien-claire--mesritz (upper) 
and www.erelijst.nl/denis-claire-baudouin--mesritz (lower)
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Two brothers resisted the Nazi regime with all their might. 

Jean’s daring attempts to reach England to serve the exiled Dutch 

government led to his arrest in 1940. From inside, he helped 

others survive the camps. 

Denis worked tirelessly coordinating resistance to the Nazi 

occupation and producing underground newspapers. He evaded 

capture until 1944.

These are my Dutch Uncles — struck down in their prime. Their 

loss was deeply felt but seldom spoken of, and by the time I 

started asking questions, nearly everyone who knew them was 

GHDG��%XW�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�¿QG�RXW�DERXW�-HDQ�DQG�'HQLV�WKURXJK�
OHWWHUV��PHPRLUV��MRXUQDOV��DQG�R൶FLDO�GRFXPHQWV��

These remarkable men are a tiny fraction of the human potential 

lost in World War II. I wish I could have met them — now at least 

we know something of them.

The Dutch Cross of Resistance 

awarded to Denis Mesritz

Brothers of Orange

Jean and Denis Mesritz

By Monique Bond
with Jacki Ferro

Brothers of Orange
By Monique Bond


